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| heard & saying once, Yoars ago, that rang so goddamn true with me
that | have since incorporated it into my vocabulary, into that lite grab bag af
wise or smirl-nss sayings that 1 w alk around with in my head. And frankly, the
way things have been going lutely, I've been saying it a Iot recently. Hell, I've
said it 5o often that I've even stopped giving credii to the guy 1 onginally heard
it from. I just consider it mine now, It's usually reservied for those Gmes when
I've just discanded that thing we call “good judgement” or when I'm about two
seconds away from making an absolute idiot of mysell. And while wnting the
introduction for this anthology, for something hike the
seemed more accurate than it does night now

And it goes like this

Sometimex all yon can be iy a grood bad exampli

Chew on thad one for a while and then let me know what vou think
Hell of a way to start a book, uh? But that's where I'm at

Another one I"ve heard, one thai [ like to throw out there just every

ik a F N
fnfth ome, 11's Dever

once in & while is this: Wiy et the truth ruln o pood story? Bot that one does-
't i quite &8s well with me, af least IL:._'_h" now, We'll save the tall tales or exap
gemations for later in the book. OK? For nght now I'll try and lay
stroight and just be honest

And 1o be honest with you, trying 1o write this introduction has been
harder than writing any story in

1 diowm

any of the issues prosented here, harder than
filling in the details of any of these drawings, harder than holding back those
screams of frustration when the :rlu.'hi.-flhi:lr.ﬂu.: copy machine jams aeain
harder than any of that stufl This thing goes off to the prinier in |ess than 1-!;
howers and there's 11l a 14 to do. and like I said, this is something hk:.‘ the ﬁl'tll
aftemnpl al some sort of introduction : :

n mm_-rf:.‘:.l.—l:.; :’:l Fmﬁ to yust shut the hell up and let the rine speak for itself
b m:-:d want to fill you in on first The first issue of AVOW
érp e !uiu kitchen table in Seattle in February of 1995 It was
et '|I b y-iwo pages and had a saple in the upper lefi-hand comer

B 1t all together. It was made by Alex Amsdorf and 1 and had various

contribust i
nibutions from our friends, Cantents included lots of poetry, rants abou

Charles B i, relig
. ﬂwc?n::}mr:l:?nli and how everyvone should masturbate more often
v e * Lt people actually paid us five or ten bucks 1o run

nd fi cws. We made ahb ies, |
Combing through my archiv s i Nplﬁ.mlf Ilﬂﬁmﬁﬁt
i |




ml}‘m;mr
l.!.q:pm “Jmﬁi:tsr 'E'- much less the originals |
shit didn’t imagine that I y. When we put that firs 5 Lost i
Locki 1 I'd be here years | L1sRue toge Terve,
Iy, Nathan had a of aler, scrambl ther, |
Ked, 1 copy of that one and mbling to assembg p g Y
) ‘ﬂ'm Ihlﬂ_]sh mm | hrﬂuﬂh[ It e "I'arf blE a2
m‘l‘t 5 alot like hﬂnng that fy-{wo pages and, r‘mnk: U:.n,-“j m“'l'in_
paintings, reading through those e band you were in, or looking ..
Imﬁ b‘i'l o be d"-ﬂ-l'-l.'d .I"D'-ll'nu.h thie FJ.\:I..'L'II'I 15 [!“fll'r::EhM :'I'J'T-H dli
i W started out with | UL Lhe exp,
M'umﬂﬂ for, originally, a peeal "—'_' own unique dichotomy, A
were firing us up at that poi ns of punk stuff and “-LI”’ €x and | vy,
::ﬂﬂt. Bok Mo betein b.:inm In olr |..,,-r5 S0 it :~1.-ILr-.=-\1 t.Nir-nunr.gq Things
i in refrospect, it failed m p“:EﬂL FH-l.nk zne and a poetry ?Illhm':'nl:: 10 tog
et et o (st issueg Ay miserably. I mean, we're oo Somthing
e Dy the zine didn't :,IE presty bad, you know? Apart fram s 1o
rw..l‘mll.ﬂu selections from those r|}' Ef-il"t 1o hit its stnde I.||1|F]| |IE_Irllnrn i few
it, you're not missing much Irst issues are pretty slim T1J.tl.{: %0 and
Geographicall axe my word
hﬁt’tmh ¥ Alex and I w
: ik b ound up a few hundre
the archives for mi:::ip“tlllg issues aut on my l.'l'.:;'\ I:I“:"-'lrtd miles apart afies
excitement snd fung was a little funny AR Agam, combing through
somed into a l.l:lpc i thise early ones b a little sad. there was a |e
e e emoth P KRSt et e oot B
You wri over the yea me that hs blos
transverse the U Wiite everything on * Im.k"' at them and roars ".'WI' -
m w? JL‘I‘I.I,;.I" ”'lﬂ. an glectnc 1"‘-;":'“' ; =5 . LA,
alsa consider ve absolute fai # riter and don't even
 really nice hal yourselves zine ner nith in i
flones will understand

Starting with #
ceaded o 7 of w0, the
. J;ﬁ:l:mdmurut m’:z?gj took a backseat and eventually
clement e o that period urm K I'don't want to, uh, disme “nj :
those carly h::' anymore. Though | Lh:;b“‘ it's just something that e
mildly i lu'l'.:: hilarious: the fﬂk: to say, some of Hbl‘ neviews of
N o oy kind, regurdiong o S R oo s -'
you'll see when ess of its quality ];: “‘“.F“ﬂk-" absolutely hn‘.'.f i
lh-lﬁhﬁlt - But that's one thing alrtl;:t qu;m!:"';

| tings, is in the through thi
|| eye gh thia
I h B d‘h b’M_du- ““‘dnﬂ ‘:."-“I“j", llkl"! n rli.'l. ‘:Ir I.'l1h|:1'

P e the belief that those of you
8% over marging of drool over

-
|

TR Eﬂhwm*llm
. | NP ﬂ*!ﬂi!’mudm;.i:::td 1o get really, really excited

ey h"iﬂtﬂmlmlm that | wasn't really too b '
8wl .ﬂll head and m:'h?l’;“dﬂﬂa zife and ‘“""ﬂm::-,mmcd
nothing like |-|,,31:."ﬂnl you end up plltlirfEE:::
B e it o o 1 st Lncep-
One vbl'u-..:: Mories, leas and less
ﬂﬂm#“m'}'mnhmu
wn, eut and pasted

44
i,

no means an

enct
oni .l‘."q"{]'i'l' 1% h'\-
. ach

gel, e Wr
iacked on 0P of ¢
asingly bad, depending on where
al ImES gither &1~
all the

cking

ctfPL;i from all the igsues §

per like 1 . noasibly be embart .
i E'r: coming oM | mekn. {11 be the first to noe that it's 8t
}'ﬁ I:5..-.;-|t||11|:|r|u|.l o termibly ghallow and pmh:ql:-h_.- pretty 5el
% 1: {hrou and 1 sl puwven’t jearned how 0 make @ ¢
iy

halfione

feserving

jecent fu

and thai’s what | mean
One of the difficult
n ROTSE ol
'-!.'Ilﬂ. o

jile of this ook,
pose
there's such

uat | mean by thet

example. IUS all 1
comething like this is that
f crediiy o]

TR o
gre. Phew!

But that's wh
by being & good bad
things 2houl pasembling
finality about it all; Here 50 cillec
few otier falks lrurhn'n'}:.:g.f ver the past few yec F
okt s dore with! [ cai stoyp dolrig this stupid zire poe ! [ 'm done
the case al all. far from it This 15 just, yvou know, the first chapter 1 want 1«
Lecp BOINE. keep rying 1o get il down the way 1 sec il 1n my head. There &€
hopefully many mare issues of AVOW to come

A quick note shout the selections This collech
d essentinlly all the 11-16, minus m
y thanks go out 1o all the contributors from O cf
the years, e distrbulors, anyone who's ever wniften mc 2 \etter or traded me
a copy of AVOW for one of theirs. And a earifelt thank you 0
In The Road for the ineredible opportutily At times 1 think it's T

deserve, really
11's probably not kigh arn bt i's

elanve, 1 sup
sard from P
Thank Christ thaexi
And that’s not

on has excerpls from
{ssues #11-10, an material from # ost of the
imtro pages and back covers. M
Trov at Fork

nore than |

all I've got. [ hope you like it

Hang in,
KE\TH ROSSON

Ponland, Oregon, August 2003
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LAYOUT BY Naryyy, ,

T

sorts of things, [1Ke class ond race,
womet, 50 1t's notliie vou can hc;
Is powerful,” in all cases. 1'm not
answered your question or ok
A: To a degree it disd.
K: Maybe she Just wan ted o
know, why you would want
know what T mean? e
A: Yeoh, but it just seemed lo be & el
statement though, it bugged me.
K: Well, I'm totally inta separntis I“:Ilr_' !
ook Iﬂﬂp]ll_tfﬂlll- to do. | have a Doy friend, s
5

=
P

 pikini Kill, comes U
paking sure ol the

spmeone come b0 shew?

it you?
4 Just b0 fock W
canlront iU

t.;_” played oo, aml
rﬁﬂd they were yelling
nﬂd'.i.‘buid.'fhrn when | Hu‘.nh
y calling e, like, 0 rock star’ and
it And it was really funny lhnl..l
";mk star” was a slag next Lo el
[ menn? But | don't really care

. think of me. Oh, and they were
were moade of plastic, which

{ kmew that they gol me
ey Love or something.

mean, | haven't had a beob
Fwould probably fook a lot
e, tul it was also just el

ds e of growing up in my

ring Joyin

Manr

ds, Lanrie

all the tinae, and 1

‘“.u“— “#-..1 e, onr

venlly safe here- 1 felt

ahant playing 8 Scdl
dkating aroundg] felt

cC

bt
e

AT

I meany1V/S TObHSI
like I think people.

fucking mouti, =
but at least they
could respect ;t.

ahaoit, you knvow what 1 )
gonna try and educate nssholes &




o fle it the same tirme, exploring that boundacy
) "'.l‘hhhrf-lmultlll'ld this I='.iw"l
,m.ut".u:"nhihhhhlﬂh sar """"“::
(&ink things can b & st more Mhaild, pot so stalic. :
Bat you probably shoskn't tell anybody that, cuz
waiet them £ hink that It was. :

Az Oh, 30 you want me 1o edit that part, gk

K to, that"s fine, you ean pat | in. You're a Hine,
you're st from Rolling Steme, you car have it

A1 Well, you never know.

K1 (laughs) Well, if I saw it in Rolling Stone 1'd

A: You know, there’s rumors that Bikini Kill kas
sgned.

K (langha) Mo, that’s nod troe, it never will be.

Az Ok, well, bet"s sees how abouwt for o chosing
question and cosnEment: o when i if tme to quit?
Kz When we're dane. When we've made o recard aa
jpeeod mt e (lash,

Az Which sne?

K Thst's (¥, ['m nol gonno say thol Bot, [ mean,
[ mtill i&ink we kave snother recond, moset d elmitel v,
| meam, girl bands never tay together this long,
ﬂdhlﬂ-ulhl—r[-tujn:hnm] that's why we've
wayrd together o bong. We broke up for o year and
 half, tst we disdn't peally break up, we just dil
ilser thinga. We don't think of o band fike a job,
that you have o do, we do it when we feel fike It,
whe It fan, and right now ii's fun again. We'll da
B Tor & while; [ mean, | don” think we're ina e
"*“"m"ﬂﬂﬂm b sinting here in ken
Fears talking ta you. Bt I'm twenty sk years old
aeed L hartly find ihat over the hill at .
1:1‘“*!““" uny recarding in the works at

h“rﬁhﬁwmh'u.nl . de d

simghe

A: And people can still reach you af the Kill Rock
Stary mddrea? K1 Yeah.

A1 Ok, well, thank you

K: Oh, you're welcame, good lock with yoar

[amzine.

KR FK
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X boght dine RUERAES iy g,
Doehy| Thawks Joe all fiss
pecialy Hhaf dafe wiTh e, T
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_E.h‘ i rle Déums y e Ao fEtrJd
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: Ty Up fo e Gast chst
Gl Them e ) Fue f:,rb Rock
"I ass ou 17\ ) @ate
You 91 the Fina s VBB

IN RERE [AVOMW)

E ME THIS CDOL
« 1 POT IT IN

JOT ABOUT

0 THE IMK SORT OF

I THINK IT

JOE, HERE YOU ARE

CCHOLE I-E « ANTHAY,

sessla
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Ever been offerad stuff
from other labels, like the
MRR Mew World order 777 Fa
J: Mot really. I mean, Epitaph
has its advantages and 1its
disadvantages. There's
you can do with Lt and
a lot. you can't do. Any
ve gek from major labels,
any labels, we'll talk abo
it. I mean, there's gotta
a peint somevhere aleng the
line where you realize that
there's someone out that's
doeing it better than what
You're doing in, othervwise
You're doing it rﬁrfuct_ Tou
know, we had to give aw J_:r' 3
single to Sympathy beca
no one glse would take 1,_,
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1 dcn:;'l:. know, I dan't know if we're
ilooking or 1if we just put out i;1nn
that we're not, 71 mean. ..l wpuﬂu{T'
Eﬂ¥g?o suprised to hear some ufré:; : t
N in. what ¥ith this year:g suc er
alternativas music. I wauld et
Buprised to gae Some of fop ? s
i but who knows what that wl?[L
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Hh Jime 0. gk bear mevp P Keith
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T :;\; hen L a0 1 Migh Sthool Yoo had fo ‘}ﬁki_’ FE. yeur Fresh-
maa dnl Sephepbre. yews. Se tare T (aes, in md, S-e-fﬁﬂmm?_
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~ gl adr 1L17S vollevbal| Haod de o The dtbaee ]
strved tha """";"-'L*'lu,' it 1."-.'r51’~. 500t . J;:.f n,il.wl_?._-. A "":,"'- Lo,
el foor. Shit i} prochically [ended of her ot el s L0 Tl by
od skt didt eued budh.

e didiy e b, o
! WL (5EE B
Mered h‘wm'{fu:fj: Mad. Sa T turped 41
T 'F Youod lensy P
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'r'kt_Jf o thd of iy (s Poncin £ | 'E"kll‘_hrnhn "jl-l
el 7 e LT e i Coldak o
4 T k¥ jus < g dll,‘hrl'\:lllhd T - ol oy L.and ool -
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Nou Havé [Jhyt
570 Bef Sufferp,
Poet of Tre, Sinaff ?}9&_557.

3 LF azine gives yoi3
S0 E"“ML”;MJ""WM

(o] Tods shit alboyt

Ll love feers nurdfar?

H - [t el :
._\. i II' i g ¥

DD "»."C'Udlo L’I.)l |
i dnd Loacky “i’hir‘{:g
s IYST SO You tant |
AW about Hrep? [

|74 IFU ANSWERED o oy
4

: T‘fﬁrﬁ\puﬁﬂnm L.J.'[ﬁﬁ?%

YES!” WU ARE PROSABLY AN ART-

ISTICAND suFFERIN & FOCT! ADULE:
PON'T TAKE 7ov RLELF So FUlkiNG
SERICUALY. you'RE Mo BETTER OR
Vo€ THAN ANYONE ELSE oot THERE:
ITS JUST A QUESTIoN OF WHAT PR
LIKE. .

OK. Each player starts out with $50. You'll have to
make gome xeroxes of the cash at the bottom of this
page. You need a die, one dice. Hell it. Just go
along the board, when you land one something, do

vhat i1t says. It's a lot like MONOPOLY, but more
boring. You can be one of the characters at the top
of this page, use it as a gamepeice, or make your
ou¥n. Someone needs to be banker. Don't cheat, fucker,
it's less fun that way. That girl at thefar right
logks like she just got kicked in the nuts. f =T

Take turns. Be .considerate of other players. And

most of all, kids, HAVE FUN! I copped the title

?f this game from RANCID's 2nd LP cuz I could xerox
Later, punk....eseeeeees

bt i1y A
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"THE TIME A 6TH GRADER BEAT ME
UP WHEN 1 WAS IN THE 8TH GRADE...”

The Time A = series, the last one being “The Time A Girl Beat

s Lo A'r i Juture inttalimeni in ups |lr||nti|.|.u|.—|_ sach ai

{The Znd | aataliment of the

ki h i dasdee
‘;rﬂrti ne. :ruru” iHd Brdnech Beat Me Up Hhen | wan 15 an ¢ “The Time I Theewe d

Htprtaltis o Fratie Thie L wal Rednrck/LS0 Freak Evesnbbing Frrchepath s Tt Biados
And it Explonded -Irr-’l.rr Fanted T Kill Me..)

iy 2 : d det
il e I
e I' :
he Bisii . -
- T 1h
F nlafe TE 1
Iim woakkamg F !
£l scabby e ol i e
fescok b o i o
ng i thin ar P I
e b ubse prod . 3
d bt
I've always bd ehiis problem with peaple i - nnatem reason. They
1 slwais anger me, they confused me 5o when | walbed over 10 thas lod, it was smply 1o sk
wbre b il o | i
ple 4
8o | wallied over 1o the kid  meare oned thes sk ey B b T
Ihat Lo it

! HERE it EEALLY FUCNTRD WRD.

wﬂﬁmuf_




y o curly black hair and theio facked up, pointy
in the hall orce in a while. 1I'd seen him
“1*““““{“ Maled dl.j'
do that forT™ 1 asked bim, puszled wnd by

a magazine contacted me ahh?utiduitlig
A Gy small press. I declined, thinking
X ) = ”t:ﬂz :E ::: on the subject and that anything I
Lok :lim.tlt.e: up would be seen as hyper negative. The
ol began to germinate, thoogh, as 1 began to think
iﬁfm vhat the small press is. Mot in the sense of ten
:illlm xeroxed and stapled zines, gach with a circu-
up getting six stitches in my lip a1 the emrgency roam [ on of between ten and 300. Rather, I gave some
e e skl "N :;:-:ght a5 to whom the little mags gave voice, both
% SRR R er, v forgot coc. Erey cecs writers and readers. The fact that writers are the
Tip and it burts fike hell | suppose I could go back 1o u doctor and g primary market of 1ittle magazines was impetus as well.

friends named Biri ia now The most striking characteristic of the small
o m mﬂﬁiﬁﬂﬂﬁfﬁfﬂﬂﬁ“""“ press is the alienation of its better writers from
of mi" o0 b pore conventional styles and markets. There are those

writers using imagery and refernces clumsily borrowed
from television shows. but their work is readily id-
entifiable and easily skipped over. The most original
writers-for instance, Kell Robertson, Joe R and T.
Eilgore Splake-seem to pull their words up from the
guk; with Iittle obwvious influence or affectation.
Such individual volces often baffle the larger presses
and the slick university mags. The cutlet provided by
*liEt1es" provide support to some very diverse styles
and outlooks. 1 think this does more to advance con-
temporary literature than does all the Pulitzer
Prizes, endowments and NEA grants combined.

- ) VLY

a
ay from me, eyes wide. | booked at him and screamed, =1y, some time a9

T — e

el e i R P B L LY T

There are negatives to the small mag scene-infl-
ated eggshell egos and zines cluttered with mediccrity.
There is not much challenge to writers to polish their
work: few editors are both willing and able to edit
And they are often met with resentment when they do.
Yany emall press “legends" are uninspired hacks who
"ave recieved notoriety only by popping up in a few
@ year for longer than anyone wants to remember.

re small complaints, however, to a milieu that
many of us to exorcise our demons, to exer-
lents, to touch others.

111 write that article on the small press.
s . - -
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der than some of you apathetic

out there... »

< s enthsianm that g with i, are pol things 1o posey

.ﬂin#mlhﬂnﬁqm T e Im:” we ,"":':' by
rebification of puik., we need o deal with the m;ﬁ.lm"lnhl
yellcating the aftitde and sotions ol the swacty seoing

Angel FUUKTOOTIET]

feclalitim .

he€n th g about punk rock a ot these past few

mwmly no filends that are active In the punk
of even Interested In It at least an a kocal level Al
get s from fanzines, mail and records. In some way
ives. me a better perspective an things. an ability 1o F:E'H
point ol view. Any Invalvement I've got with the pank
much behind the scenes.
with that peispective In mind, I've been walching
“punks” of a loosely based “community” of peaple] are
y. It scares me. | feel threatened
i what I'm talking aboul: I've been invalved in pank,
icet and consumer. since about | 989 o w. back then,
L was still shunned by the media. by malnstream
o peey i Mabody gave a luck who Green Day wai The
oes for 1991, when a friend and | collaborated on a fanzine.
ffort. a hanbly done cut and paste job called CHICKEN
dwhen | think back. wiiling to bancs and zines and
culled lrom tatered issues of MAXIMUMROTKNROLL.
ma al least. there was much more of a tense ol
. kof wiays, then there Is today. The line nefween
- jhﬁmm we bought, and the consumers,
ﬁfﬂ‘_ﬁ!ﬁm“m less defined and more personal.
and rines that we bought wete whewed that,
a8 eommodities or “products”. That's what It seemi
dwe seem to be losing that and | feel

J £omes, down to (he accessability punk has
' the eaily S0's were a hell of 4 lot more
Y. The forums for people to gel togethef
e {outside of our geographic areas) were
= Mmmd ihe lelephane. Today
MER press runs and national distribution).
I 18 (find what you want on the Internet..”). and
pandmether running a label, in a band.
the opportunity to expand that
result of mare econsumers coming

be this would bring about & sense of
to ko about each
other with a stamp of phone call or
hat this would solidity of our l'.n-m:nulnlty. | o
1 i kebeallslle neie and Ialking about “community In & broad
s uni o prople loosely basedt together in a senae that
e, :.'rafhuh:n'rmln we tead this znes and share some of the
ok m::-az; andd Interests and goals. And actually, I've never been
“Tﬁﬁﬂf‘ Al nelworking with poople In persan. 1"my missing oul on a
:::. Bt a8 fax 43 other aspects ol communication, | da a lot ol it
Buil Instead of expanding o these possiblities, mone ideas
abandant in our 3CENE (isan evei belore, we're Ignnring A lot-ol thal
o :WFI{\'T:;JLI::HMIL Our tines and recards and shows,
even dowt 1o those *Reskst Authority” and *¢mash the State” paiches
tha adorn all those jackets, and all ebse, are ultimately products. They
may cantaln emotions, ideas, whateves, but they aie pachaged I-aa be
okl and ihe minute | pot maney dawmn for It, B's & product and I've

pecome a consumer. And | think | have a

responsibllity

aAS A COnsSuUMer.

| danl know when it happened, maybe we ve been dolfiig
it all along and | pust haven't noticed. bul i'don’i think 3o, When did
all these things we do stop being prese ntatkins of our views, our
dreams, hogres, frustrations. and stant mimicing the industry we rail
againii? When | ordeied a record through the mall, when did | stop
gelilng ihank you letters and starl gelling catabows nstead?

When
did the accessablilty of our products
start overriding that fact that we're

people with things In common? we're becoming
mote and mone materialistie and less and less concerned with the
Kleas and thefact that we have the ablity to touch each other's kves
. lcould be an elstist asshole and say that the scene’s been
n\'l._'nkfdzﬂ by “posers’, who could ghe a shit about “consumerism’
of "commodiies” or “community”, who are just involved for the
maske and Tashion, shopping mall rebeflion. all that. bul I'm not going

Io. Becaupe some o those people may stick around
bt o ¥ & BT __‘_um. contiibule

emall

e I thirk the peaple wha =i theli products within the scene
mﬁ]::aul‘lrn too fucking smart and prolessional Face i, we're all
ol :; hﬂw::;tahh about how to run a buskness than we
ki &0 five years ago. Things seem to have shilted 1o

re & ot less Ideallatlc and mote businessiike, shick. Maybe




-lhnlhl. Idealistic one, but MAXIMUMROCKNp
‘been anything more than a netweorking ool for LL hay
.;'FM rli.ﬂl!ﬂ!ﬂllh; here, but that's the m;'r“ hm.

= "rn{
~ Again, I'm a consumer. As a result, I'm res

| putting my money Into projects that | feel stif ret PoRslble fo,

- hurranlty to them.

aln a bit of
_ lknow, | know, It's the same old thing all o,
*mmmﬂtﬁﬂnzmnggw i BT again-“Fuey
ﬂmmum.mmewr knawnl* But I's b,
& vendor/customer relationship, and thar's
 lguess this bs all to say that | miss a few th

I' n;g-rurt 'Ibl;; Mmi.:unﬁmmuum
| W f 199 When Zot orders for them, | didn’t i i
; nt throw in
g ﬂlhﬁﬂnlﬁd a letter. Today, screw the clhassifieds, Il.'sp;:slis =
: Wlﬁ.fnlpm ads. Bx10 promos. press kits. When Some

hmh stopped printing thelr
on thelr records, 1 knew

| e a0t reall offer anything than that
| I.f_ ihﬂmt,WMudmtmnmu Just m:::: ;
ﬁhm'-Mmuh things that we are and the manner

L3 -hl. F.II- . M
feah, yeah, they present,
Yeabh. yeah, nsert Gratera) posy 1. R s

nemisi ot where’s the message?”

oW, I'm 't inspire me. Songs about Bob
caming very close (o dictating
o Mtconlues the hell out of me when

punk thing has never been about just the

L
-

50
avi{
Tg]s

0

S

G

urated Delween mundane Kye L0ngs, Bl

. ihan | can sy for 90% of the bands prevelani today. A
ek m“ugd s ounk® bands would be mare al hame apening f?-r
ot ol g I':“mm don’l exist Ina wold, they have repercustions
i Sl Tu the possibliity, seoms wasted on things like if the
A .;_'ﬂ.nrnd winyl. Fuck that, j©°s nod far me. | call thai
smvgainct a::,;; 1 call that apathy. I'm tackling wa dillerent Bsues
s cu-n!-I:H‘l:Dw much emphasis i placed on the awwnership of
e G:E < session of ieas in a convenienl package, which is
musuthl |:. m:are meant to be shared, Secondly is the general apathy
e ] |:1“lhr miusks sCene, peaple nol conceined with a lot of
prﬂl':li:'l tie allecting us, mare mterested in traditional kleas thual
I“uk::i.;[“ux been blalibering about for decades. | thought punk was
;::a.lr:mp! 1o gel past that, offer up an alteimative 1o all the steqility

of mat A lot of what | see is
the same old shit packed In a more
accessible and convenlent

“‘chcliiﬂu&“ Imﬁgﬁ. ' ko lvied dn Thies thing,
pecause it saved my fucking IHe, s In the process ol politkciring me
It means mare 1o me than a picture disk or genlng men nved] b
lanzines

statement. Supe, By sal

I'm niol saying that we need (o thiow oul our Westan
recards and start touting Spliboy, but the bottam e & that this stull
means more o me than a stack of records or zines, means more than
the ownership of property, | don’t wanna show off my CD collection,
| wanna communicale with r:.['l1||h that leed ke | do. Fuck barcodes |
want your Lasghters

| remember the Innocence, | rememelbs buying 4 35 tape
thiaugh the mall seven years agao, lve yeart ago, List week and how
through various chalns of events the most Inapliiing people are in my
lile today &% a pesull ol 1

Punk ksn't & meat markel or o Tashian show lor me. IUs nal
about tressing up. Il other people are up (o it awesome. But that's
nel what 'm here for I°s aboul the presentation of ideas. The
sharing of kdeas. I1"s about the ability 1o change. The continuation of
hope in & workl that would oltentimes make me want to leel
elherwine. A record will never change me or oller me anylhing,
compared (o what the piesan behing i can.




¥ WRITTEN YEARS IN ADVANCE

lmu & passing '

| & bought a cola, nectarine
‘papers today for four doll

| seventeen cents,

|} four fucking dollars,

& glass full of water, corn =

|} preservatives.. a fruit that

A |} eagily in e hand,

now, before grief fucks me up.
ce it, though ['11 show il to you
we're drinking cherry vodka
n a giant bowl for us

in the fruit away, home
:fl:f:ul?:cnpa-um and anecdoles We S
for these pccasions.

I'm writing this
nol 50 you can &

u
at ritsl
I'm writing this so I'll know whal to say
when Death has stilled my tongue for days
in mute rehearsal of my own long -
songlessness.

L’ I, ':Efl.lﬁ:ing ~\Imn
Y| four gnllars.b
ﬂl&rﬂ h‘LIlFS fﬂur 011 -
| four dollars buys E‘hﬁes;]o RO

our dollars bleed
ti ik

ed paper,

of pintog
s this age

& passing,

ﬂ'[ﬂ regi in the pocket
te that

made and flowing
ave

michael kriesel ¢

T AV et e S T

en it hag left ¥
P fEEling of

of food in your hand,
iy SOme paer,

e's & chea
EW ounceg

{“":* BvVer

chapbook,

I rise,

& tiny angels fall from me
like f[rom a Christmas tree —

little demons flee

gibbering among the leaves -

falling from my hair's
long tangled dark.
Irise

from mysell

to myself,

unable to transcend
my own humanity,
incapable of purity
but perfectly myself,
hearing the breeze

in the brilliant dead leaves

say this matter ballet
could be its own reason,
death my final lesson.
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high school, 1989, Hallowesn. We had o "oty
allowed to dress up, you know, and | dacideg . L
ad given me a compound bow and 4 quks doy
3 also a peint in fime when a faw “w}m.rl h’ﬂ
3 concarning that fact that there ware o J;
: our neighborhood with a bow and arre,, |
ot it wasn't ma, but | think my mom still has her II.I:;:‘ l‘
J-;l';'ﬁb I had all these arrews and | came up ""‘]fh?;i:" Ls

he fip of an arrow off with an ax we had in ayr I"ﬂﬂ;!ml
[f*.d the arraw to an undershiri | had on, 10 the
Wmﬂ my chesl. Then | cut a small hole in anath
ek e
amraw shipped through the hole, and vialal | had an arna
fossed some fake blood around, all aver my shirl qad
a bil. You know, the splatter effect. It locked awasome.

m Falt pratty ceol, | was raally impressed with reysel

digging
chest. [t hurt like a motherfucker. He H‘H

! ml‘] the comners of his mouth.

r. A lear slipped out of the crer of @/ 7%

T A m.
been waiching the whole time: 1"
I'rg' and said, "Sean, you are such®

ad, yes, yes.
Did it hurt that fime?”

"Yus."
hed and lat me pos.
;I:.,I::g.:n later and I'm sure ha's very sucesstul. A wife, college

scholarships, suit and tie job, beer on Fridays, fectball en Sundays. Yeah, he's

quite sucesshil, 1'm sure. Guys like him always are.

WARATE &
ABSOLUT VODKA

When | was geing te art school in Seattle, | hung aul with Casay un:l_S:-un
o lot. Scott was kind of ona of those pruedc-intellectual types. Apart fram having
incredible skill and falent, he was alse one of thase guys that presy much fit the
stereotypical arl student mald. Casey, on the ether hand, was just kind of abrasive.
Asin, odd, severely lacking social skills, etc Wa'd be hanging cut and he'd be
totally normal and then eul of the blue, he'd say samething like, “I hu cked your
dod’s PUSSY, Keithl* and then he'd cackle and poke me in the chest really hard. He
pissed me off somefimes.

‘We all lived on Capital Hill, pretty much within o 5 or 10 block radius fram
each aiher. Casey was frem Mebraska [something that he got ieazed aboul
marcilessly] and he came frem meney. His fomily ewned o “vacation house® out on
Woodby lsland. Every once in @ while we'd take the lerry over there, when his
parent were away, and get drunk. His parents were always off to places like Paris
and shil, 10 we ware able to go over there Fuir|;-' mgqu r|}r.

This ane night we went over there. | can’t remember if | had any merning
l:_lum: or nol, or if Casay did, but | remember that Scott did. We just sat around
|ﬂftning to mutic and drinking a few beers, drawing and bullshitting. Casay was
using some of Scott's pastels when Scol, whe was just wandering around in the
kitchen, found this half full betle of Absolul in one of the cabinet:. He staried

d ) i o 4
F LT R T e

So Scolt was just slamming all this vodka and hepping around, deing all

this kerate ahin wil
ol And ““‘.;“:l;‘;‘:;:ﬁr seen, like, real soon, the botils was only a quarter

S8 we did karate and e

.h".d Wﬂan.E I'ITI‘I'J (-] jrup [“mp""'"]f minvte or 2 '“’d hh“ “"i:l HB Ill.hﬂ. c‘“}'

b 4 ing around or he was going to puks. Seolt o h
“"H&um:b Ilhhmﬂn EIH'I an hiﬁ [ﬂg' mﬂl'l'u“‘ *Mﬂh, Iu':lmﬁg-mgm " ﬂrﬁk
B, | wa “:T:.a:ln. Hu.h-u-'&-unulhir slug off the batla and lhu'-wm "'"ﬂ‘ ﬁ o
tlurred, *| think | beprer “'h:" he totally started to fael it, His face fell and ha k
L e

g bl




co walted over from the couch, wir
"‘"'H-"&' 3WE _Hl'l'l from the Family ii::t:'i "ﬂm
hauled ass inte the kitchen and got 1hiy ;"'l‘ﬂd ™,
: it up. Seolt leaned his haod gye g Barbog, "
people that've thrown up a lot in “:ﬂ“ lip thy
it, 30 | almost threw up myself. D:;duy b‘tm*,l
e, wake up, moan and puke, H: the u“‘.
en you're l:u:hd beyond belief and yo wih
you'ra just geing fo die.Then it was fime | :ﬂ:ﬂm
!

¥

-

Seolt fo the car and put him in the bac

.i!rug_k he couldn’t talk. We mada it rmfrﬂhmrﬁ

up the whole fime. o

the ferry, we started fucking around wi

n ﬂﬁg stations and we found 1|E:. one H-.:u“ll:mﬂh ‘
m Scolf starfed moaning, “Me, nel” wn%h

Catey nF:I:I..-d and then Scott talally e up d‘!

and some on himself and a whaole bunch unﬂ:.h

H,Hﬂnﬂunymam He started going, “

L \ : going, “Awww, nol
ﬂuthg!nng puEn up, Scolt, you assholel® h::m
d Casey ll.:inda locks at me and goes, “What thebdn
smils on his face that he was trying te hide. I wais

b_:l_:'l‘.ln Seattle, and to Scott’s apartment that he et
him out of the backseat with his garboge bag. He'd
i llrl'ﬂ and the botiom of ane pant |I|-g. And | sk
the puke out of the back of his car. Again, | clod fm
3ure Scolt removed hiz bag fram the car,
I'I-d.l_ﬂ up !n!king lo Scolt on the phone the next gt
ch _dﬂE'I:H'II-rmnﬂ, mads il to school and didn’t aven kbl
he'd been a lftle drowsy all day, thet was all. Pecple 1

NSK| BOOKS &
\ WORRY DOW

dliriand, and they were best Hlﬂd‘”‘
;ﬂn hear things about each other af =oy
r not have heard. | fried really hat®
; h':lahﬁm'nw best Iriln:r o
gled up and averybo :

- A big, crazy circle thel realy

apartment and | was fucking crazy with
and being sick of them af tha same lime. So
months. | bought her a flower

jogether @ coup
oitle that sat on my dashk unitl it rotted away and all the paials

ul 1o dinner @ o1, She bought me @ Bukowskd bur.:k just

sha bought me seme shuff, ‘mrl.uding the pants I'm wearing
1ulf, like these little Maxican worTy €0

D i :;mu in this liifle box. You wearse supposad lo fell

anch doll @ worry that you had and then put

them in the box and put the bex under yaur

pillow and in the morning all your warries

would be gene. In retrespec, | should've kep!

the dalls. The Buk book is on the shelf with tha

rast of them.
| made

in a small studie
wat living L of people

hecause.
now. An

right
=

lots of coffes for us and rarely
|aht the house, whathar she was there or nol.
She only smoked a few cigoretics @ day, but
when she was with me |'d lau gh and Iry to gel
her to smoks o: many o3 me. When we finally
borke up, | guess the was geffing prefty

e ovar and Iry o gat me fo locve and go do something with her

" |1 was too hard to go oulside ond basides, it wasn't worth it. So
ce and listened to punk rock music that she hated

| would Iry to cock us dinner. She taught me how le pesl
o cook spaghetti noddles withaut having to break em

close.She'd co
utside., | wouldn
we stayad of my pla

Somalimes
potatoss with a knife and hew
in half to §il in the pol,

My First girlfriend in @ hell of @ long fime, human, with her ewn assets and
problems, and a good persan, basically. So 1 fried nal to feel trapped when she
called every night. | iried to talk to her about stulf that | was afraid to talk about with
her, but mest of the fime | esuldn’y. Or | didn't. | tried 1o be there for her when she
m;ludud me. | iried to be real around her, Bul | wes loa scared. Scared of whal, I'm
sill not raally sure. Intimacy, maybe. Sharing. | know, that sounds really lame, but

there's stulf about me that enly 2 or 3 people know about and | tatally fucking

"huﬂﬂl".- | ] H w
23 'ﬂ"illl::'::.l every day, Io give and thore with people as much a3 they give and
te, Ituulg:'::: I":Bhl | broke up with her. Cuz | couldn’t give as much as | wanted
i olda't o ere enough for her to allow me to be OK abeut it all. | told here |
nights, you know, T:;IHI:: oy o there and cried for a while and the next few
shdwandered h;w s Ihi:'rm;‘d with that inside of me and | tetally tosted regret
w.m[?. Haluthed 5 fads. saling of being a total piece of shit would last. And
+ e h'“' ‘uf"‘l.lhd M i

weird whan | somelimes. She's going oul with that i
;""F fool. H:::,':‘{“";:'E;ﬂ:::.:nr:nlhﬂ and | wender han f!:':u.!u' htihnn:.l-::r:u 1

used hm!‘ T e Grsond ::.:::ur:, but it doesn’t bother me as much as
ot adalicr ‘;il'ﬂnrl don't make spaghstti DR T
Wothot afitr we broke up and she' ry often and | bought a potato peeler

Bk absivery rm oot e fallen ovt of my
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AAENL A
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ut TRy
‘1
an open Jetter t0 anyone yp,
ever meant anything to me,
comes and goes so fucking frequently thei:-'?ir“i"l

4e's starcing to get harder and harder ro gy 8
‘tipe to slow down enough and look around Fing i,

his

‘thing we've accomplished and all thesge a::] Every
connections we've made. and i just dﬂn'tzmg

where we're heading anymore - because

along the way, something got taken fursnm“hm
‘something was forgotten in the middle nﬁ’ramﬁ'
" up and moving on and no one seemed to mgr
I_u_d;jllh- it's becoming more and mora commonplace to H‘::E.
friends move mway, ore by one, and fuck up again, Justu.::::n
‘alvays knew they would, and then realize just how auich ha ;
dost in chem and in myself. and that inspiration el
starting to fade away - the same i -

Ay inspiracion that un\tj
i one of the fev things we could count on to be there, one
, one 4

the few
e t things chat k8pt us going - and ic's starcing to skl
. w . our fingers. and 1 pue h ' '
really s - Buess that's what growings|
A . not Eht continuous aging or lesarming or sovisy
the firse ﬂ“:.“il’t § forgetring exactly what made you a kid
“ﬁhml.ﬂ: ::_:1_" realization of how good things usdll
4t's the res & Cked them up as the years rolled by, &
‘new. and 1:“ that nothing quite matrered as such thal
’ Still matters a lot to me.
th! fortunate
BE - you wo

ung: because i haven't given U
Sl uldn't let me give up and give ¥
ltng;:’ you wouldn't let me grow up i
't b ey and bitterness. maybe thing
d 'y any different, but i can't is
S Up 1'd be without you. and the grtitt
I #Y8 had that inspiration - right io
E’hﬁ.’-’f& E:u ~ and vhether you live 9% ©°
;. ong the other coast, or AcF0%®
tion. you are mspirnt:lﬂﬂ'-d'!
iy u:u fucking meaningful lm"t“{[
= conatantc cnp-ninnlhﬂ' i
=5 :I_}'N_. love nlwvays, mike
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o got some columne KL O efing faces
el Al ! TS 1% more e paric e cer
Msall columnisis. ng but for one Y oiupi .
1] people gontribule Wlulj\T-.r ouldn't get shiny white teeth
e a signs teliing 1ales

I‘.I.-(l'-'-'l'!
. w o el .

oy g e i ~ iy

A A L,

g ] ST g A
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of afardable prices
ol purchased happiness
haain
dalus
SECUTiy
rows of houses shoukder 1o shouiged
a Lv, ga for @ach roam
clo=ais and garages stufied
{o the gllls with unused stufl
parking lots he size of city Diocks
fillad with rerws of NEW CaMS

CORRELATIONS:
and hopefully. resolutions)

fitared alleyways

gngesied lreeways B
.E:1IBEIE‘1$ fnad with bulaing frash cans | Iripke dog dama you 10 lake a siep
proken glass pulside, go for & walk anywhere, open
shlniﬂg- vour eyes, look anew al your
surraundings as f seelng them fof tha firel

lka dlamand razor bizdes
seatared on a beach

time rather than through eyes dead from
dally repatition and inan =l me, plaass

no longer salk . plaa
to trnad In bare feal iall me truthfully you dan'l sge 1he same i
gick animals Il be possible]

he | walk (1o the store, the post office,
the baach, through the woods.. | | sea Ihis,
not my imagination but & naked realily,
and | wonder as 1 wander how is ihis

covered In an olly shean
kids splashing happlly.

down stream & slgn resds

GAUTION: O SWIMMING

CONTAMINATED WATER allowad 1o continue? How can peoaple
miles pan miles of stumps look at this every day and still nel see, sl
slanding cold and gray not become Incredibly outraged.

ke grave slones disgusted, overwhelmed by this sublime

in anather forest graveyard grolesqueness. And R occurs 1o me that

& blood red sun people do not see this because we aro
salling condilioned not ig, through mass
behind a Ihick vel rapatition these sighls have becoma
ol rising smog common place and accepted, through
mighty rivers advertising, propaganda and L. we are

convinced thal we need ihis, this s
prograss, this is clvilization, this Is proot
thal we are supenior, thal we ale in power,

no longar sirong enaugh
i reach tha ocean..

IMAGES: We ate born inle this, We are told nol I

Bls ﬁﬁ}“ Eumm this, tha! this ks how R is, accepliL
olg n\l:'gap ol my eyes and mr hearl can nol
okl TR gwallow this e, and lhey scream and

bum and call bulishil on the whola damn






it of our . Ona very real
“with landflls, besides taking up
o, Is that they leak toxins into our
3 water Supply, In about two years
mount of loxin-leaking landfills wil
1t is glso estimated that the amount of
thrown away wil increase 50% by
pDon'l kid yourselves folks, jus!
bacause you see recycle signs printed
averywhere does not mean we are
ycling. Less than 1% of plastics
R b s paer 20% 0
ng I of the paper, o
l the glass, and 34% of the metals. Overall,
“only 10% of our garbage is being
recycled! Thal leaves 80% lo land filis,
0% to be Incinerated, neither of
h are eco-friendly. Recycling s befler
landfills, but it still requires energy lo
transport and restruclure waste 10 be
used agaln. Direct reuse of packaging o
avoiding unnecessary packaging as
possible are much better e

| muuh At & &
Paper or FW' {he ultimale - _I{_{ rna leIUrEJ."

g % '-n The ultimale Neithe
estion. answer, ‘Nelther,” =
You could say she slayed wilh s

i Bﬁhﬂ]bﬁ.

B o e

, comas fo warld  when [saw
degradation. Remember (hat next time ot

Afex and | slarlad
Sealtle a few years ago fﬂf}r’; AVOW) &
a frequent cantributor singe Hhﬁbﬂi
have some arficles coming ,';.m.“ Shouly
zines shortly, keep your g eslh
Write him, as his letels are fr.gﬂ, Pégkd
he's greal for staying up mﬁ"
discussing things like “communte

“holistic vs. linear thought” Sl ﬂ

4

not the seventh son

v,

vol a seventh son

_ The nighl before-nol Armagedde,
ﬂ_mhum 1o gla shopping. Every  but-a speech for my high schugul Hiass
ol e aﬂﬂmﬂﬁbﬂlﬂdm consumer amerika  when there was no dignity to my laars, s

el HIBMW Theralspo  gave me a pep falk and, contrary b schod

il b ely, but through @  colors, a small gold and crimson ring she

ille bit of forethought we can lessen our
act _Mus insuring the fulure
5 saplens of olherwis
:_nlﬁumlwpehrahau;i

nol bigger than us, this i us
e am -.r. h.apﬂnna to this

had used. | wasn'l accustomed lo weanng
Jewelry, but | tried on luck this once, The
rabbil gol 1o keep its lool.

hen | was having @ MeMnaes
breakdown In college but didnl knok ¥
call it that ye!, she called to check on ™
when Ihere was no one to notice If 1 W
more butierfly or cocoon, But its une
because the worse and worse | g0l
the shorler and shorler my skils &
(trying o convince myself thal | ¥
carefree), the more colorful my me
(to trick mysell into happiness). Of 88 Gy
malch my scars? | can'l remembe!. |
know | had o do good or d ""E ;

siripped of the delusions -of those 1!

-

1 3

e :

thera arent any yigible in
wrﬁf]?f?‘w?s the queen of hearts, ihe
o ¢ of ceremonies of not taking care of
mﬂ;ﬁ Answer gver talked about
myse A one ever hinted that being
splr'rlua'thr palanced Was desirable of

8.

i'; {his lime, my mam senl rgle
Fﬂﬂn"m;.pagmges equal lo & Hg
sirawbermy shaped and scented erase
make Il 8ll bearabie @ few days longer,
when she should have senl lools:
buldozers and understanding. Of course,
she didnl have the hook learnin’ 1o know
how Jetlerson himsell said & pgrlﬂdlz
revolution keeps a country In check She
*e4 didnt know this too was my roke in
(i diplomacy. She was going by how you
dant have much cheice but to stay with
- f‘gur husband when you're pregnant and
i he leaves you in the house ell day with

only popeorn and no car of store for miles
B in & stale where you don'l know anyone
e because you &usi moved there. She'd
tten thal f can gel 50 monolonous
gvll that the first chance you get lo
strape by In your own house and walk 1o
1he grocery store In winter or the Big Boys
diner just to make a phone call, you lake
R This Is wl'ryhsha W8S angry-more angry
al the position | was in than me-but
acoepled. Sometimes you need to lake
ird mama steps when you're requested
m“ sclssor steps. Sometimes you
588 “':“ beginnings; you need to not
neeq th:‘ s endings. Somelimes you
040 devs h;;lﬂm environmenl before Jg;u
All & apl"ﬁhﬂpﬁﬂhu direction.
bt o

58
me-0ul ever did was a
| w everyone. She stopped

P

came back home she baught

me (his aroma therapeutic chakra
shampoo. More than calming me, R
created an instant mental connection, a5
gignaling &% & heartbeatl. It's as polgnant
ac {he scented oll | woré walking lo the
ich dark bus stop In early high schoal. |
eep lhal drained bottle to symbolize
collude and loneliness; | keep her
botlle to remind me of het and how 1o gel
outof .
| have a white-framed, curvy-edged,
black and white pholograph of a jour
generation female line in my family with
me at the end of t. | tremble looking &t K
thinking of wars, everything | don't know of
thelr lives, everything | can still find out.
No! knowing wha! blanks to fill in for
others, I've wanled 1o time travel back lo
be the salve on my mom's knee. However,
I've learned that | can only creale magic in
my own realm, and that | have lo see the
love in hers, that together this is a plenty
1all order. Even if it means being as
unglamorous as respecling her pushing
around dirt in the playground of the
glamorous In order to pul food on the
{able and not wanting the same for me.
Whan I'm crying in a French public
telephone, | know who lo call, you know
who I've called, you know thal my biood
really is thicker in @ way because of all the
shared waler,

Janna does the zine The Dangers Of
Libel, as well as being involved with Third
Place, a youth-run youth center. Wrile her
- RS R

by 1 oo
pu . uz
'] Bob Penickf .2
boSETW - PIEPY 001 DITI]

B erraticism 3
R = -
dn-peTl - dn ps1ad

I got out of the house for the first time

In monthe lasl Wednesday. Caught
Southern Culiure On The sm;.a: aalﬂtl

bar. A greal show, if you dig Fender




uliars and traller-lrash satire. Not
was able Io take In the crowd &s
well &5 the band. All the young womén
seamed baautiful, magle just inlo callege.
| realizad that I've lurned the comer anio
{ate aduhood and became one of (hose
old learing al the skirls &s
hoard the bus o the high schoal,

Aqualung, my friend, indeed.

The opening band was & psycho-
rockabllly group from Forl Wayne,
Indiana. on amphetaming. My friend
Shelley loved them, boughl a lape, gol
altographs, elc. Shorlly thereafter, he
off Into an alcoholic coma,
1o juet In time for S.COTS's

nod
com
Walk

e Carm!.'hlaa Io his feel,
rly propelled year-old ass
over the rall and down onlo the dance

floar. Caughl up In the redneck madi
mmm& aanJ:J scmar?ad.ﬂfﬁi
_. ﬁﬂ'ﬂnﬂm“ﬂ- cam-ul.." the rest

Bre was a beautiful

:%nm s mich as (ha hm.#r::?gh,l
e blonda hair and a nice figura
: I blue jeans. She was drunk
=0, | thought) and annoying her
L off his neck trying 1o
% f-1ace. He looked just like Davig

Trade places with me, you ingrate *
. e, |
ST oy Tl Sheley s

Some aclivist fr

me up last monih lcmﬁi
H]ur.Hi{!a.". was planning tg
en Marlin Luther K| A bh&
Memphis, Tﬁnnamggcd;; ‘l‘
assassinaled). Thess fends ;1 i
Involved in organizing g by
demaonsiration and “mq :

ersiade me lo drive he 2 1!?““
Wemphls and Eartl:lpala. | wa
reluciant at first because I'dtlmb“'
Klan rallies In the pasl and fhe oy
opposition always seems 1o ghe ba iy
exaclly whal Ihey wanl, meda sy
and & chance 10 be heand, s
dabaled whether or nol it would be s
effective lo Jusl organize everyeed
lgnore them entirely, bul then egan e
lels them organize withoul any oppesie
and | don't nead the drawbecks olb
approach explained lo me.

So anyway, these same aclissh
Memphis have been running a pil
radio statlon called *Radio Free
for a while now and Ihe FCC has
threatening to shut them down e
Just stepped up the atiack on it S8t
(which offers news and analysss KRE
anarchist/anti-aulharlarian X
well as music you won! heef
commerclal radio). I've been
interview them for Spectacie K 8 L
now and figured I'd better g8t 0% Sg
and do It now. We arranged 1o PeEG
rally and then they'd take me la e
allarwards, ¥

| conned my pal Juh-l- |
accomplished photographel h' |
NOﬂ%und snap some W'i. !
off. We arrived at the faly
ministes afler it started and | WE5 &5

of Ming x|
ny

1 ﬁm'mh {aniial entry PO
M . simifar parrica

4 2nd walted while they dug thio
backpack and camera bag. When hey

we came upad. Four SqQUare
cops In riat gear
mug ugl?gh:s. We walked a
5 lo whete about 150
ded around @
fica. The police
that they couldn
1o the courthouse (the
'd hawakliu w?l:ﬂ:hn
210 other side of U
3 kaptical, thinking
oL ﬁ-ﬁ would have
da with a similar slory

we loligwed the yial crowd

on the hati-mile trek to the 2 lsged eniry

Pm"ﬂhnn we finally arrived at the
gnlrance, which did exist, there was two

Wl jincs (one male, one femals) and cops

ware searching evaryene by patting them
down and passing metal deleclors over
their bodies. My swiss army knife
keychain was confiscated by a friendly

iewoman who promised | could have
Rﬂ ¢k upon leaving the rally i | wouid

o] show my 1D and give her my soclal

gacurity number. T!r,ln!rdn% nothing would
happen, | gave her my 55N and name
h John's

wera done we headed down the streel

0] &nd marged info & cro'wd of about 2-3000
| Eﬂanp’fe there to protest the 30-40

ansmen who wera proleclad by 2-300

] cops. The were armed fo the 1
They had ﬁﬁi vl

body armor, gas masks,

.. balaclaves, machine guns, grenade

launchers with tear gas grenades, riot

oy Slcks and these huge fire extinguishers

ot BT o L
R
tmc mﬂﬁ c;mniud spmnftr:alh? an'lfﬂl'i.f
hard 1o Imlhﬁ#ﬁmﬁjﬁﬂ?ﬂm e

nd':_ llwaﬂ %rnund !uuHHTuE-:
anarchis flag in the dhtEnEE::rgnmm

through the sea of people.
T':}-'La:dagya know, these were my pals
we siood around and chanted and the
Klan turned toward the crowd and 5a‘d.
<hil llke "Look &t all you stupid niggers!
Look at yal...Go back 1o Alrica and SWing
in ihe trees, you monkeys!" The crowd
started to gel ried up and the chanting
of more spirited, “Fuck the Klan!* elc,
g}cmec-ne threw a lomato at the Kian and
that's when the shil just wenl crazy.

The cops al the front of the crowd

charged In on horses, swinging {hair

elicks. My memory of the next five of i&n

minutes Is pretty blury, Gans of l=ar gas

started lalling from lhe sky and thick

clouds senl people running in all

directions, Suddanty my gyes and throat

were fiching like crazy and | pulied my
shirt up over my face hoping my asthma
wouldn Incapachate me. The cops along

ihe sides opened these fire extinguishers
ol pepper spray bul luckily | was far
gnough away to avold them Others were
nol 5o lucky. All of a sudden thousanas of
people were running back up tha sireel
fiseing the gas and the cops. The streel
was consiricted in the middie by a big
construction fence so thete was a bollle-
neck in the streel and lots of people were
shuck on the side with the cops. As we ran
toward safety, a bunch of pissed off
people kicked down the conslruction
fence and the next thing | knew bricks
were fiying through the windows of the
adjacen! bank and 1hrnugh cars parked
along the street. As | looked back down
the street | saw people lying Unconscious
here and there, face down, convuising
from the thick, buming gas.

_To make & long story shorl, the Klan
split 1he scens, the people tore up &
bunch of businesses around the area
{many of them small businesses thal did
nothing 1o the paople who smashed them
up), a bunch of people got hurl, a bunch
of paaple got arrested, and the Memphis
PD made off with my favorite swiss army
knife. | heard thal l?ua cost of the police
prolection of the Klan and tha damage to




= f the clty were in the milions of doBars,
billed 1o the Mamphis laxpayers. The
media crucified the protestars and vilified
the Klan. The cops were ﬁnnrayc-d as
force” elc, ! was a huga
: vhn?hr the cops and tha Klan,

| wekdly John and | never gol split up
=+ and hlglmm& good pholos of the
chaos. We wandered around laking
of the altarmath for about a hall
i unfil tha polica staried laar gassing
lenders and we had lo leave. By
Ence we siumbled upon my friends
| Bgain. One person lrom thelr group had
= Deen arreslad and everyone fall ke shit
8 liom the lear gas and the miserable
@ | ceteal We want lo the radio station and 1
o | Merviewsd the collective. They are belng
e the m (please excusa the
4 [y

’ 5 B Crus
defeal for the i

rces of good. Each

of the collactive could face up o
fine and some sefious fall time.
alion Is 20 walts and has g
ol about 3 miles on &

zZ
S3%7

gg_g

£
3

=
F

i
A1

i
fe

i
H

&

in an “abortion clinig® bomibis

spent & weak in 1504 doing {i.._:h It

al thal clinke whan Qpay i
targeted Birmingham 1:\?!’::;::

&
o

Damn, the word will gy ﬂ“*
50ima days - o .

Theo doss the |net
Speclacle, as wall g3 rur.ni%mfﬁ o
HI"ID'-‘-']E':’G&- 8N independant g e
book mallordar service with Aunchady of
Zines, books, shis, naws SPATE gnd

records avallable, Gonlact

e




| o culture of dominance. sex and sexuality, g
why | jack off so much instead of talking to gjrs

“Well. it's about fime to stop this tide of viclence againt wome,
odel. Tear down the other by refusing lo follow. ".'.'I.-',,
up against years of tradilion . We're beginning 1o Rl
lying. We can learn o lot from each ather by talking .].,-_.:J:
challenge the way you talk. 1s that the way you think? W

our degradation, Only a joke? Well, these jokes hun |.
feel like shit. I that's it, why would you wanl to be o por
fit in on this cycle of oppression® Time for a change.” |

| cams cul of my childhaod years with almosi no undersianding of whe
infimacy &, barsly understanding my ewn sexuality. Throughout the years, | never redk
gained the ability lo interact with weman on any sori of hones! laval. Therewas lw«dﬂH
i, fo some degrea) oll this fear and these mind-games involved. Bosed on deminante
Growing vp, | never had a male rolemodel or “father figure” [god blex fes
nucleor famiies, sh?) around in my fifs. | don't remember discussing woman wi
g3 o kid and i wasn't even unbil | was almest out of my teens that | began®
question : T‘-;::d been intrinsically assigned as a man, &
I recoll discissing my sexuality with anyene growing Up. '
schoal | wai taught the machanics of male,/fe mu|:?lm1t but was c!l'?arwim raclly ket ®

the dark as for as how pecple (should) interact. | learned what | know

|about sex from porn mags and late night television-
m’*i':m*ia of would have us shut up about sex antirely, leaving us 12
ity own bedrooms, but gives vt no apparunity to learn how 1o injecoc M:
infimate level with sach ofher. inead, the way | learned about 1 o F:.._i
s one w!:l and sexvality by enforcing the roles of the ene who get
* one does the fucking, It's a chasa, ii's daminance, il's force. V' ond
”h“'d abaut any of it, | was given these twe dimensional Fum““‘ﬂ'
y own bloaming fear, I,m:;hw and lack of sducation, these Wer® =
ik | woman grawing v L
*‘"‘h\_u what happenad? Years |Eulur. I‘grn ::E"'d shitless of Fﬂfh {
“”;ﬂn in general, | couldn’t defina the diffarence b’m.ﬂt‘
oW 1o practics ane and net the sthaer, to tave my dmlli#
a “‘. |_|IﬁUﬂH the images, the folsity and distortien .
1'm pratty much in the dark as to how 1o ba infimate IF}"“"
» opposite sax. Hey, hey, welcome 10 |

oles for men. Have a nice sta):

wao've been

bullshit. The goender roles that
lo bs o man are fies Ii's buill en one person lnhn?
the mosi and manipulation af tha least, That's

1 / s hunt. Becauis women “eanl® W or “nead” i of
s PPF'M“'IT.I' !I'Ihlm‘-;.b::r-:lill:u'hu 1old and taught Everyday | struggle lo discover
“duiarve’ L ”?\ ! oles and rules 've bean forcefed from this eullure frem virtually day
. f‘;in:::nu;uunrnd with any aliernafives and wasn'l oble 1o seek them out until
ore.

| hase

ohet 1'd made the purchass.
e Yei, they sold it ond | huugl'jl :
And I'm a8l paying for it today, maybe | always wi res
iolation Irom hall the population. | mean, half the time, | don't know
Caughl betwean what | ance knew and what I'm tryi

Evarything | was taughl was

oo op what il mean3
:j:;:in;;nm anather, by force af

i, being foo young lo know it wasn't the truth
Il with the resuling loneliness and

whal 1a do

ing fo yndariband




The time for placing klame an saciaty and baing resentful is past. Wha I'm hying o g
today [s laam what | should have learned years ago, growing up: how g i

relafionships with woman an trust and compassion rathar than subtle manipulatin .
mmm tham at all. What's mare Is that the sivff I'm |qurmr|ﬂ ""d“?’ i conind,
mm my fears and insecuritias of tha Iﬂnfﬂ.’-}'. bullshit puppealry | was 10114 o

bonbarded with in mainstream <utivre. Hell, look at Baywaich, fo
fu,ck’; 5|;|,kﬂ_ Il was al one lima the United Siates’s #1 walched balivige
srogiom. We are being bombarded. And we aren't evey

aware of it. It is the status quo.

| am nol qulin.ﬂ down en sex. Sax is rad. Wha! I'm ‘.u'l‘ing aboul i Irying s
rachaline my own gender rols. How to communicate with women instead of bolfing lh
I'd samalimes Bike o, Or diwegarding them as leis than or nol important becavis ey
dan't Bt in with what | was laught @ woman should losk like, falk aboul, ete | mis
#eiism i based an lear, and | proctice my faar of woman a lol, sometimes withaul e

being awars of & Sometimes the dynamics of sexism are

really brash, but sometimes they’re subtle and hardfo
get a handle on.

: I'm sitampting fo bose my relationships with my friends and lovers an rasped

R L ed Christ, it's seary "Qi‘lﬂlimcl urn-:l feels fike such o c,un!l.ll:ﬂi-

m ;L%:" I've wasted loo I'.I'tbl'.h time and last out on loo many npprpﬁunhﬂ
e m'mrlr':u:n nlf:;r:un Ema ﬂim:'\-'ll'lﬂ T,ln' -';u;:i 1o are pn?;.F

h"‘lﬁlﬁh“ arned through all of this is that a) I'm one seXil

| hmr:l:’:ﬂ‘;:i—m-tj‘m nal; so the ability to learn something dﬂ[:::'l
gl thet thay thould be Babips and what they're based an and whel yo¢ '
lar Y M:-:‘ ﬂ";“"—“ .i-," that what you've been 194

fy differant things

ok
LU Y
l-li.‘.‘.-'.'l.'l".‘i"u--, % e
LI Y & % B B8 8 B W E T T, -
"."""'li-l-l-*llllq-.'l_.i' e #n BE,

“The w Orst thino
=]

B do t that beine an artist tuum
e U0 o YOU wo =

sligl uld be that it would make yov
o oty unhappy constantly.”

11D .
De-Daumier-Smith’s Blue
Period™

Yalinger,

o B LN
Futatetetalar,

(Pl
(] L}
C L
"t'-"."-l"

P L




*The Time The Eye-Stabbing,

L sD Gobbling Hick Wanted To
Ki i | Our Hero”

Stories About Kedth Crefting His Asy Kicked

Helcome [0 the 3rd instaliment of the
+ The kat one ram in 87 and for oneé reason oF wher (hese
i ]

¥ daw I B B S £
RN FRIVE DT T SCATI

she mos-mentioned things in this zine. | don ¥ know I think you're a bunch of sick, sadist
fackers, but | do atm 10 please, 5o hire we go
il -

It's what? 19917 I'm a sophomore in high school? Something like 1
Totally disconnected from everybody, no real inends, etc. Hanging out watl
these kids this one night, somehow I get rounded up with these kids, The pop

uler kids. The boys all surf and play football and the girls do the cheerleading
thing and look gorgeous and make the honor roll. And I'm the kid with fucked
up hair and zits and torn pants listening to the Clash in my bedroom one
minute and the next minute I'm in some girl's minivan with seven or eight of
these cool kids. You know the drill. 1 have no idea how the hell 1 got there
m||;gnf.,§;::: :p 1r:|ﬁ Slgi:]i lllﬂﬂi\il.'ﬂ [-!!'i]illlll_.'.h}‘-‘-I'I\:\IILIr';!'l._l.'_,.h.\ljrl.‘-'. industry. Six
st o .,:Tn[:n ul'l_l:r of cowboys. There’s about five or six of us into
Sgaet® taun um-j huﬁ{l!!c when fminrcd hair will get you the “freak™ and/or
wking you wihat the I’T }Lgiws with chew in their
Lsaid, you know th uck. Like
e drill
S0 these kids, thes

Popular, cool kids. hav
8 tak
trouble 5 1) b

mouth getting in your face

Sy player named Matt, who's caused
— o Since the thirg grage o me insurmountable

il o Bul tonight, you know, it's allnight.
Hh““r.l::m:?"“"&“'ﬂ ny, I'm fitting in and s allnght. The box of “'l;':'-
"8 dlong Highway 10;,

Which runs right through the mid-




king for a suitable target. Nobody has
o ey

o1 see it: A 4x4 with big wheels, big lights over i,
have even been a gun rack. Actually, in mﬂmhrﬂih
rack. Anyway, the point is: target sighted. i
o a yellow one, I think, a nice big one, fay iy
he window. The truck is coming the other way along g

ose few times where God smiles down in his
ire Malice, and this one fime grants me incredible s
y does the water balloon go near the approximate v
uck, it goes inside the open driver’s side window, eqid
And as I'm throwing the b
loon, as 1'm releasing it, two or teed
he people inside our vehicle scressg
e in unison, in slow motion ke st
Im, “No! That'’s Paul Martin’s ind’
Point of interest: Every fow
a town crazy. More than likely fes!
more than one. One of ours W&
aforementioned Paul Martin &
time, our dear fricnd Paul was P
four years old. He wasa W
wha'd developed a taste fof .
e years. He loved fighting, "’:;
“loved it. There'd been 3 5% H‘l
vious to this between the i Erg

e

o half seconds after the balloon explodes inside his cab, Il'aul
in pulls 8 U-Tum on the highway and spucvds after us. _Wt:: are a_II ina
ic. People are ccreaming, people are laughing, Pnull Malrtm is gaining on
Emh{sll. next to me, is laughing his ass off and screaming in my ear through
Jll the commotion, “He’s gonna fucking kill
| You're so dead! Ahahahaha!™
i 1. at this time, am stifling a great
uge to both cry and piss my pants. I feel as
if o gross misunderstanding has taken
place. I couldn’t even hit a single in T-ball,
what's up with this waterballoon going
inside his truck? What cosmic forces have
sligned against me?

. We keep going along, but we're not
lllﬂh'flla up any spcu:l and he’s right behind
gig:::g;:: mm;tn::tan u::d I'IL::s in a four by four. People start talking.
it o Just pull over somewhere. | vehemenently protest
iells mul'i:'_’ 5)ust going to fﬂllwlur us until we run out of gas, Keith.” Someone
Mok s i1s matter of factly, as if my life is not at stake. I am not feeling like
= mm;'j“:E ?ﬂﬂ!r’ anymore. I'm feeling like a monkey with a huge red tar-
o with a PLEASE KICK THE EVERLIVING SHIT

: sign taped 1o his forehead | am terrified and :
ing about how Paul Martin i 1 termified and Matt still keeps
We fnally pull ino the pr ing. iz ey
screeches ¢ parking lot of th :
Ih!olmﬂ}-m after us, screaming to a halt and jum;i:.rm = ?nd aar MmtEn
. crazy, He starts runni g out of his truck. He is
Wha i nning around the van, wildeyed, screaming
EIVES me o threw it?" We close all the windows.
hhﬂ'ﬂlmgh the gl LIP_W!Im Paul approaches our window. Matt vell
but “3- pointing to me, “He threw itl B T -.'.y 5
L at least it was somethi : : ut he's drunk!” I was-
i e, it v
: from cker!™ Paul screams and punches the

.ﬂkmﬂm&_ﬁ;:umgmmmnknm in the glass.
Ve work. My heart, at this time, is about to

balls
my stomagg, | <>t FmY body to run for thei lives

One and
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nce me to go outside. They just want tg

throwing me to the wolves to do jt, Cnmﬂpa:n%” e v
7 Unity in the 10th grade? Yeah, righy, =~ " 4 - mm PUNK
he time my supposed comrades are dlscugma I 'ﬁ"m e M |
-p“]]s inm ﬂ}g pa]'king Iﬂt. T-h.is m:k bﬂl.wqh - '.‘ . ;. '-F‘ihi'f:- T e 2
ex. I've since forgotten his last name, but he's o . 5 il

gﬂm the two Of'lhf-m, I ﬁg‘tlrﬂ I've g0t 15 & mi:
ly coming to me. No shit. But something mm;:

ves and Paul loses interest. They shoot the shit forg !Ii:..
ﬂpﬂrﬂn side of Scott’s truck. And without 2 back
into his truck and roars off. followin g Scott. I've pevers

[ was having a good time, mcl:_ing, out and watching the band
They were sloppy and hilarious, _i'nilllng all over each m‘hc.r 1 ]:vas
jumping around with a dumb, shiteating grin on my face, thinkmng
how there was no place 1'd rather be. .

And then the lights went out. The only illumination came
from the cherries of two dozen cigarettes being smoked. Somebody
from the band, maybe the bass player, murmured, “What the fuck’s
going on?"

The next thing 1 knew, some kid threw the door of the club
open. His eyes were bugged out and his body was crawling with lice.
The glare from the streetlights outside shone on the kid. The lice,
thousands of em, hung on his skin like little bits of confetty.

“Holy shit, what happened to you?” someone asked

“It's Dog Vomit!™ the kid screamed. “He and the Nihilist are
outside! They cut the power and they're about to come in!”

Pandemonium ensued, kids running around everywhere,
i’?ﬂmmg. Slamming into each other in the dark. Trying to pack up

"eir merchandise, trying to find a back door. I heard some kid out-
side scream, “No! Not the Living ‘Hawk!™ Another kid fallen victim

y this would be the end of the story. But as they were driga
& waterballoon thrower was done), T got out of s
motherfucker, shut my hand in the sliding side dud

| four fingers were in the door as it latched doe!

With my hand shut inside it. 1 screamed againmi¥é
| passenger looked back at me and said, “S¥
k it off” The pain was pretty immense and 1%

d I wasn't kidding and opened the Mi%
¢, clutching my wounded hand fo mrﬁﬂ
open and already swelling up. They W=

! Rope in the lapedwkmdmﬂid@“ 10 Dog Vomit's har
" I said, eventually falling aslecp- Wﬁum then, out of nowhere, there stood Firestorm, six and a
T v, A tall, adomned with X’s, his Louisville Slugger catching glints

w outside. And next to him, the Veganator. He clutched a

_..mﬁﬂ;z:.“ Firestorm asked.

% - mﬂ' m “id' th_ey‘m = 0l

$ and throwing up on people and shit.” 5 '
tor looked at his ally. Firestorm nodded and they |
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o
school and has gl ay3 been I_:I“‘!:-
“en hoergy
I &5 him g g,
o ety and tilk abow old
Sicipda, 0 il
POWERS: Drowns you iy gy

sensiive. Emo giy

after he disosiens w
stmlemenis about h._-.:il-l:lli,uiilhﬂu‘u
ke “should have done " g
WEAKNESSES: Dhsimienes w8y
Mejeciiomn

ARCHRIVALS: THE BTHILIST
WEAPONS: Argyle sweater wf
Buddy Holly glasses,

QU e pir caughi e o
walked pasi the she of my head te
time @ fell, the time the bulsp
could have el samething, oyt

ORIGIN: Used 10 collect porcelam

harses wntil she run across the revicw

geclion W @n :
iy it NocknRoll, Record collect

old Essue o

ng JFJ'"'-'-I-|= po her sense of onder
PFOWERS: Incredible filing  and
ar‘t.l__l”__‘,‘,}"n;' akills. Phafographic
MmO

WEAKNESSES: Misspellings 1
feview sechians, e-|'.|l:l_-. op 1en sl
when your record collection
f1led n!pl‘ﬂ[‘u'ln.'.llll. i bheved & gl
Mgz Ihc

WEAPMDNS: Test pressing of PO
SOM IDEA's “Feel The Darkness
LF, every SAMHAIN bootlep ever
made Megfe Allins pager |-||||';|=-_ i
ARCHRIVALS: Nobody, as long as
ey 're willing to sell their records
QUOTE: T fve vou ten biscks for
et Mfdsfiis pick




GOOD

INTENTIONS BOY

pamphlets, jec

—
ORIGINSG: Has alwavs meant well I
He's whal's known i 8 "~ Pwo=inning

Ball ||!_|:. e Shrts samethime and
then jusi loses sicam. A poosd
il ;"\.II|-=.' il Sperabes ks S |
one dav pet his shai together
POWERS: The ahility 1o be towlly
comvimcing and an pired, pBoriimg
halfway throuph o project and
faking out

WEAKMNESSES: Zines, bands
loaking s the contact addressss in an
ssue of Hoob Jour Chem Fuckemp
Life, All these things make him wani
bo siari projecis thai he will never fin-
ish

WEAPONS: Paper and pen, a tebes
Fhl'lll'.'_ fiek mouth; avything that wall
get him i contzet with people that he
will evemually fuck over uninten-
ol by

ARCHRIVALS: BACKINTHE-
LAY, THE NTHILIST

QUOTE: "It, um..didnt really
work out but I'll try o get vou the
mancy | owe VOu proety soon




ORIGIN: :'-IHF':':'l"l'J'RH 15 7 s

ok who B sucked into U'&.‘.-.;!
of drugs and teenage drinkigy |
be found “the edpe ™ |
POWERS: Kickboxes your ey,
while telling vou s “1Or Your o
Biosoud. ™ |
WEAKNESSES: Secondki
smoke

ARCHRIVALS: CRY BABY T
NIHILIST, DOG VOMIT
WEAPONS: Louisville e
adomed with x's

DUOTE: “Break the habe o1

Break you '

THE NIHILIST

CHRIGIN: Her parenis were hippies
That’s all

POWERS: Looks ai vou and all
hope, motivation and will to live is
tutomatically obliterated
WEAKNESSES: Light incenss
Brings up repressad memories of
searching for “Love's frequency on
the color scale™ as 5 child
WEAPONS: Beer bog
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QUOTE: “Eat shit and dje =
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of the time Jello got his legs broken
8t Gilman St Makes him foel sad,
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metal rffs and group chonuses
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but he tries not o, yoo know, judge
En:rhﬂ:.
UOTE: “It's about, you know,

brotherhood and shit

I BACKINTHEDAY l

ORIGIN: BACKINTHEDAY was a
member of bands featuring people
who later went on to form BLACK
FLAG, X, MINOR THREAT DEAD
BOYS, YOUTH Of TODAY, BMIS-
FITS and THE CLASH He was the
drummer. Ever heard of Rim? 8

ther He's the one thol now stand

ihe hack of s show with i

folded, scowling
POWERS: Confuses

blurry, old tntioos and then d

you wath the first BAD BRAINSG 7
WEAKNESSES: Just men [an
Mackaye or Henrv R olling and =
what happens

ARCHRIVALS: LOOD INTEN.
ITOMNS ROy

WEAPONS: Extensive 7 collection
and 9 Hefty hags worth of old flyers
uu‘rill‘ “There |!.I.-ar|.l t'l.'|.'|'. a .j:"'-:Fq.'
g punk band singe the fucking
AVENGERS broke up. | ever tell v I-h
about the tirme GG A
butt on accideni?
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CAPTAIN APATHY

ORIGIN: CAPTAIN APATHY roams
the suburbs. His father is a heart 5y
Beon, his mother g divorce lawyer He
drives a Suburban He doesn't read the
lyrics but thinks the music “kicks ass "
POWERS: Has the ability to cop-
VInce you to throw each and every gpe
of your convictions out the window
And everything you S8y goes in ope
car and out the other
WEAI{NESSES: When confrotned
with an undeniahle truth, he runs to
his record collection to [ook at how
coal the colored vinyl 5.
ARCHRIVALS: THE VEGANA.
TOR

WEAPONS: “Kick  gasg” sleren,
€xtensive band t-shin collection
QUOTE: “Getyour politics put of my
music, dude. I just wanna rock "
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Dared,
?QUARE.&FLFENG HIPFII Even thinking a
ing hippie. 1 think you need to reevaluate a few |
m'mmljl | swear to God, if 1 ever sce vo

ym'hﬂqwr all the way up your fucking

I don't know sbout you, but | sue as heck doa '
about drinking, | suppose you like “kick bun
nght? What about if 1 threw your litile sister in

kalling animaly oo
wder, buddy™ Wokd

Dear Froggy,

My problem is my pareats. They're cool but they suck. They say that @y |

ﬁiﬂiﬂ of any melody, talent or skill. I was totally playing s K

m’:ﬂl:ﬂﬂmm 7" the other night and my dad came - et
mlﬁlﬂ: Du:r‘m know your mother and 1 love you, but this @8

i shit.™ I was like, “No way!” How can | make my pareatt f

: S
J Wild Girl Raised By Squares A#d S 3
} Tulsh

~{/

el m_lhlliWE it was the Fresh Pnince that il
e A fucking clue.” Or something. Just 53Y iy
ﬁdfﬂ"’lm’] what I'd do. Then if they still mess W

[

T

e Fm'hﬁ.lhrrjuﬂ finished his first year of
My st = u on varsity football, punched (s 04
got straight A'S, W I"m fecling pressure from my parents (o

1 Fa) 'f‘hﬂ'lll.
fime and got laid eveny “] wish we had a clone of your brother

L. M maoim §ays, £ -
h”“:: hk::lnd n;'lm-l " g0 it's not like I'm imagining it or anylhing
living here A1

=W should have smolhersd you with a pillow when you
= ddhlfh“ Bai | don'i wanl 1o succeed like them! I'm going io Night the
T 'm’”':;; dying day, you guys, and I don’t give a Mack what they say:
:-?‘u':::;rum! Fuck the government! Punk il death! But I'm

and [ still have (o live with my parenis. W hat should [ do?
Under The Roof OF The (W )Mai

Boulder, )

college. In high schoal lie
out gay people all the

s

only louricen

— =
Ir -
! T ——
Dear Under the Roof,

The first course of action is realinng that it
tasholes and your brother sounds like a dipshit jock. Beating up gay peopl
what the flick is thar? That's fucke wani -. T “II' :.'“I e like
him? Fuck thai My advice, if yvou really want 1o Hf'--;;. :'I‘i:‘ bkl
night when you're all l.[lilﬂﬂt."_]u;l.t'l.'hlt I D
e :lllﬂﬁ i totally punching yourself
u . See how they like thar OK |
‘. I'm outia here :

o - .
b e o ot Yo Parcnis i

d up. And they »

15 10 do this: one
Hey, Mom, Dad, I'm gay!’ And
8t the wble, calling yourself

. bad names
aler, Chewy just showed

up with some

1= = T-I Fm’ﬂ&n’!r'
- USIY2
Iy ul:l & Frum-'

¥ears olg
Moy, ey and have hag ihe
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Wintin ¥ Ereat guy and all, byt we're =t for almast six
LLY] lﬂl-l.ll}" d"r:"ﬂt. llt

B o haye
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the Murder Ciy I].:;,
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ulane oup of
by : paper b ’
o ﬂ:dli“ 40-I'm worried thag i:?ﬂ::?lh
100 differgny politically

- —
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ewrth, larger than yoursell, i

cclions can be lown the sirect and he's struggling to
backpack over i He zays io me, “Hey, belp me pet this

AR

el the strap ol ha
matherfocker aver what's lefl
The bus mrrives and we gl n there, & fow other late night sraggien
nan puts his money in the wil-
gir. The guy lsughs, lo my cars
fine.” He sces where ['m mi-
Portland, I'.":l.r.lci_1_.'I his &5 inor-
¢ sezn encuph people freakout on busses, the

slung into th
box st

preiny ki

kerly, and says, “No need a1l e L MeAll

Img and

dinate ama e, and ['ve

T i i i i

streed end elsewhere, 1o be wary pite the stink of boors around this guy, end the
- - - ¥ "

way his eyes gloss over mid-senience and he just dnfis off, there's an ar of kindness around

soking motherficker, but carries & sense of calmness sround
ofl, with his cyes getting that glazed-over

11

him A ragped face, be's o mea
e s
sheen wo them | politcly look away

hum & the wame Ei

W kes up conversalon agam
o8 caoat ¢ evemtually make o downtown and 71 stared (o rain Ok, fall'y coming, enother 7
f Benth strelch of showers and drizrle snd bre: LT gt - T o1l that
I8's dark pu le end breath steaming out of people’s moutls,
I'n e

hand curled bW stops wway from getting off the bus whea MeAllister looks over af me, his

utled into a A e - 1 " %

8 lit, streiching it cul at me, “] can't fecl my arm," he says, waving his hand

ms Whan? Wikat the
= bt ™ What the fuck is this? Maybe | misread the gy, he's ponna sock me in the

He nods ot his amns, “] can’ -
m, t feel my nrm, hols hand out™ | bold my hand out
mnd hedn-!-p! & hend fis] of change inio mry Nim 1, hold your ool ¥
u:-:_ﬂ‘ Oh no, sir, | can'| '-l-.I:I:IEIJI -
don't et m.a-m:_]thsl _b: ays, grnning. “If you don't need it, give it 1o someons who does, but
Wmovne 5 ok iekers cheat you out of it Dan't give it to em if they don't peed it, Buy
| dee o Tee of something. ™ :
B4 ol ihe pyy ;—m What 10 say and so 1 just tell him thank you and touch his shoulder as |
e, nd bleary-cyed and needing a shave, ] walk down Alder, past Djsngo’s
anging out ;r:i*bj_:: there's normally a plethora of homeless kids end guiterpunlks
nru:n,-#.ju‘hmumﬂ:;:q:mmr.mmsmmmymh:ﬁnﬁ
4 :
Ed live in:h::_l::'!b‘“‘“”hlﬂdl}wmnmumu this sometimes, and yos it so them
m-dlm“mu.""““‘m-"fl'wkﬂpnmmmghmdl; 10 see them when they
-”:;“h_“" gt home, 1 put on a pot of colfee and went into the bathroom,
. m-m““ﬂﬂﬁmmﬂmmminudhl#_
Ving cream down from the cabinet, This is me. &
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“Her mom's really cool,” Toay said

hve hull
“yeah " | agreed, as we pushed our bikes up 1
l::i}n 7th grade and | told my mom | was staying
al the bottom of the hill pext (o ihe cemelery. Tony's mom was ox
his whele family was crary. That might, 1 rode my bike over (o lus
sereaming dogs. We walched wiesiling oo TV and

fived in a trailer in their front yard, talk about how drunk be o ,
his girlfriend the night before. Tony scemed 10 idobize him but | just thought be was eraey

Then we decided 1o go to Sarah’s bouss Tomy hived al the botiom of the hill md
Sarah lived st the lop, ol the very lop of this fong, bwisting, pravel posd We buth had s ershm
frer. Tomy had known her a long ume, I'd only known her aince middle school. She knewwls
the Sex. Pistols were and wore ripped fishnel stockings to school Fipped stockings in e 78
grade, man, | was in love

S0 we'ro walking our bikes up tus long rosd and we're Wlking about bow pce
Sarah’s mom is. When we made it 1o ber house, 1t was around ten st mught We knocked md ke
mom answered, puly-cyed from sleep. She sand that Sarah was down at her grandpartal’
place, spending the night with her coumna. Her grandparents lived at the nuddle of the hill sl
bad a tradler in their yard (oo, bul 0o dogs. Sarsh and ber coumins were in te trailer out fro

over al Tusay's houss Tom Irvgd
e bul ahee wan erasy Fuck,
place, past the yard full of
ned o oy 't cootia, whe
wen and how hard }I'dmi

el
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s Yiou kncrw T

But when | saw prasdms come oul of e house and hand grand
large, VETy jain fooking type of shalgun, sclf-preservalion won ol over
bake and tone out af there ab light speed | heard grandpa :r'l:”
mave, goddamml™ Yeah, nght

] don't think 1"ve ever ndden a bike as Qs as | did (Jiad l'l-lghl, belore or since e
all downhill, the moon wis brght and | pedalied all the way down, The Blur of gravel under
the wheehi sounded like machineguna |'d

i I'd occassionally look belund me, expecting the head-
lights of grandpa’s srmor-plated 4X4, or maybe pulled by o shed of maddened pitballs, bot on
iy will with the shotgun s bis & '

| sped past Tooy s §

P4 b very black, very
boryalty, | grabbed =y
al me, of maybe sl Tarry, “Dan’y

-

i
L

SLE W

ul & second thought Like | wag ponng po el his
wend bowse, if | could even make it past the cops. Fuck that; | was & little lad, sl very con-
neciod o my bed and my comic books and the safely of my own walls. | was gowp bome
Fast the cemetory, the high school, bouses Hung a lefl ool 100, straight for & while lumg &
right before the bridge mnd | was st my spartment. | looked dowo af gvy watch lndjt'uupu:
onc i the moming A socaky entrance past my sleeping molher was pognble And then [ real-
nl-nd I°d left my jacket in the traler snd i had my bousekey i it Fuck And there WS [0 WY
I'mi waking my mom up al this howr with # story like this. No way

Once 1'd gotten off my bike, 1'd realized how cold it was_ the hatd ocern wind come
ing ofl the beach only 3 blocks swry We lefl our car unlocked [ weat into the backseat,
palled i down and crawled into the rusk We'd laid g blanket down back there when we'd
dotien out Christmas iree, so | lay there in the dark of our trunk. wiapped in a shitty blanke

bier mom said =)

.

| Meediess 10 52y, | just wished that Saral's mother bad told her folks that it was @ P ag |

*Just go on in, guys, it's no problem ™ In retrospect, it seems that all proey
Istex thought the whole ordeal hularious, excepl mry mom and 1, but I'm gelling abesd

We pedalled our bikes down the hill and went imto the tratker. Hes

| Sorah was as flintatious as ever. The trials of being & horny 7th grader, Chn
mh‘lmmu there's this quavening, old-man's voice owlside the ]
-..!!'ﬁlw;dum“ﬁm:mnmmumhmr st e fuki ™
o waswomiod but Sarsh just lughed and bt ber grandpa in, who L
00! pleased the girls werc hanging with the boys At all. He grabbed T % gy

cousnd
st We M‘J
iler G065

. ;?::ﬂhﬁlm Being cver-accomodating, | simply J
v 1= 100KS B us and says, “Don’t you little shitheads move p
52 &0 3473 10 grandma, who is bovering near the door of their house, ™

covered in pine needles, shivering Driflin
e e s “:“ £ o and oul af skeep until about 7, tecth chatienng,
I went {0 the door and knocked mnd myy mom came down and opened it She
::"" '-"'-'l-l' thad look that moms have. The Mom 1.4:;51. The ooe that tells you you're in ﬁ*““
u::"“ ke in it worse if you try 1o pull a fast one on her And | just folded like o hoasc of
e walking inio '-l_lr house with machunegun teeth. [ lold ber everything: the dogs, Tomy's
'nl.jr.:mn; Up 1o Sarah's place and then halfiway down, prandpa i his pajamas aod bascball
::P_:ﬂ Bie shotgun and sleeping in the car and aod and Finally she stopped me and said
talk about it afler ghe'd Eoiten a couple mare hours of sleep.
= hm““ eod fesull was that my mom grounded me for 8 week for being careless with
ol wmﬁ"ﬂ ':"'d aarah brought ey jacket 1o school on Monday. She was laughing at'me
did Towy, g ¢d ber why, he'd had a fucking shotgun, eic., she just lsaghed some more. So
s e smid, “Aflce You left, he called my mom. She told him that she'd seat you down
00 it iy 2 SBE thought i was bilarious ™ And Tony had ridden down afiermc,
Bkl giggle = ez wold humm:hﬂilnﬂdﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂ!ﬂﬂlmwwu
BEgle, the whals waorld thought it was funay, In the meantime, | was grounded 1,
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Enk was & punk rocker from way back. Ten years older than me he'd
mrd wm mh'ﬂm on the streets and thea ofl then had lived thy
particular warzone known as punk rock in the 80°s “1°d be ol s party some :uxhl."::ﬁlddﬂ.
once, “nad one of mry fnends would be st the party, passed out o the o You just § L
they're drunk, and then, hours later when they st haven 't moved .
and they ve been dead for howr ™ Secrel junkics

He'd been fmends wath Mia .ﬂl.pl.l.l before she'd been o
that we were living in Seattle in the mud-50"y, ai the beyginmng o
thing and punk rock just starting o gel big, and all the blurmn,
iﬂll!' shit that MM Causs "ﬂl]'l m}ﬂ”lﬂ-ﬂ the HI'F!E' 1K e |.h|.||‘ with Enk w
still very clear: he had the most passioaate contempt and hated o "‘-!l"'-'fln}uul'l'
Wmﬁhum:élmm whale 80's pusk rock years, there were & ko mere
skinheads araund were, from what |"ve heard, preiry violes
about punk I'H’ﬁ‘bm;l wirzane back theo, ['m oot kidding xll- [ the Zhlrn::jﬂgl::;‘
mﬂlmwhrﬂ Indition, and I'd beard the stonies The lines wene dosy

IM"F‘WH{!IW o mn arl school ta 1he nice part of Cap
ﬁfﬁﬂddﬂﬂm“b#m:tﬂnllm and Manah Il;t::m':1 ‘I l. I‘E Itr:ltillrﬂ “Ilil'::
w Enk went all over, ['d ke wornied aboud “I.:.h..lll.: 1J|.-..--L:L:.:"|.L ::|:|11:r.| p:::f Lﬂl'l-!
mf“u“"l Emﬂ-m l'hml: owned it, but like be deserved 1o be herea

; SII.! 5MMNMT&M:ITE: E:ruqu'.l-u:;nn!
th.‘mHmm . o I'd ealled him up after | hadn’ beesd
1t . up in his house, healing Tumas out a few nights b
 downtown Minm .:;lh“wu‘ park o get to hus graveyard dishwashing shilfl ol &
’ | o't have done that in » million fucking years, nol me BHIEIfi
hlﬁdlt:hp‘* saved kim ten minutes ol

ey g the park there, nght 1o front of kim
Mumﬁwﬂﬂﬂfﬁﬂuh.l|:mr LBrhik starcy Uhem dawn b
uns &t him swinging and Frik, s veteran of thes S22
o the nose. He's oul, down, for the rest of the ardeal

N e sz tackles hish and they 'y wdd
gy s : € rolling, gouging for cyes and throat !
kﬁmﬁﬁgr““ bis teeth and nearly bites it in hall and thaf’s -
; : Murmwmumnum;;mvmﬂ““
g comes in like Habe Ruth and swings with bis &4
head, connecting nght lh‘*mq" [
10 eye, “Tt lngks fuﬁ;ﬂldhpnm;mﬂrh s
Phane. Though, from the sound of i, he wis 98

En thow

.'\.r|'|.|'jrl

elbiers wumgy

rdered -:lldur-r:lhh
& & !nilh.:hhuh:p.-
{eErloning end .

heods. and starts trying o fight themn. Jesux

Then e passes ol again, they gailier hum up and he's docile when be comes s

he knows wha they ere and they iake him io the hospital

And Erik has no insurance and they won't admil him o the hesspiital They give bum
3 local in hix ear and lu hesd, they stitch him up A meme lesds ham o 8 bed end sxys “You
can have thin for sn how,” and when that hous is up they tell bim be has o jeave

And that’s i | never saw him again | moved shordy afler and the few times | falled
to him oo the phone, he was distant § doo'i think of waa chame, | can’ sec anything e fiul
st all in the way things went down, but | imsone womething like that takes some of the fre
ol of wou for a while

Biat [ mias him. He's sy noryo
and e wy be wouldnt bet me o | ’
e 4o both learn end teach Alex gnd | were

st period of time fo me. [ miss his passion
ty o matter what, snd the wey he allowed

puting the first wsue of this zne logether then
and be waa fercely adamant aboul we pol heough tse whaole process whenever sell-dogbé
took hold end | worried the nime would blaow And he went oul and gathered up F:upl:: he
knew, advestisers, to pot ads in the zine 1o help pay for printing. That and & thousand other
thinga, you know?

And | picture the guy o my besd, onc of those people that pus light you up like a
candle, and then they re gone, and | realize U'm not geiting this down nght &f all. There's no
ey o gel all of it down. | guers the only Qumg, the best ting, | can really sy oty | was
nght oul of high sehoal end rying desperalcly o find o place in the world as o mon, an sdult,
&d be wat one of the first men that | ever mel thal camed the uus'].l of life 30 \IIE-I-L and [
wanted to be fust like him and | miss the oy, That's it
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B g iy e o FY 1 i fist pulled back and Nick drawn backwards, his bands
,ce In terror. Then the flash went off and shit just went crary. 1
Warty ot e * plenty of storics 1 could tell about Nick but this is oo of the betiercmes. It
;ﬁﬂh.lmﬂf Y stowies shout that particular bar do: 1 was just wandermg aroend
e Beathy g | o U people shoot poal, talk, all that. Found some kids i
e Anow, the xir hlue with smake, the insectile buizz of stmoing hi
mﬂﬂwdmwummmﬂ :
Iqﬁwhl E
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[sair asks aboul my Laloos and 1'm saying semething, doing my past 6
and then we're all standing;: they have called last call, I think, and petting up o g
drinks. | take a few steps away, just few, and this huge guy, much bigger than agy of L, b gy
in Mick's foce deﬂ.‘Lﬂ-["—lﬁhmﬂ hima away. [t appears he didn 't o ciale Mick talking |

of the can-can dancers, even though I°d been daing the s
smoke, they Il be tuming the light oo in the bar soon and TR
a tiny bit, ke we're vamyires trying to hide from the bight |

Aok i 4

time light. It is the l-was-gonna-go-home-wath-you-t
the-lights-on light
5o Mick pushes the guy and then, being who be 1
immicdistely, saying there was o problem, he averreacicd
standing next 1o him and the short can-con dancer
*Christ. ™ MNick zeys in thal way he has, “1"m som
rry palms sre sweating, my neck huits.”
'I'Il-:giﬂu:l]l.i]r:dlrkhmr lonks him over “[on | we i

of amything"”

Tl the aur willy gy "oy

s
wiids agn. Thick i o
L """‘:Ills:.-!-_ =

fack, have.a-pogd

Tuckang g

gLeed o fhe I+

ie guy, all ihat | =
SRy
hijgh school sges

il Don'l wel your pasd

:ﬁ‘t’ ke I'm Eoang o, Mick saye . 4 e
D one wema paticolarly dmmbg.l.\“pl for Mick The iy was [arge 8 Az -
: ! L i : [ | ==
3 ; He scemed (o overresct, Hick was just reacting o that, But Nick i3 drunk to0 'T‘;
Emmﬂl 5 t-}:h“‘“hm et thrown up onall of us | can feel that shit under 13 skin, "‘"“:t:
"'::-l aved t;.b: » a3on is sl dressed ke Fopeye, no opbe scems (o0 worried Nick €
h:ﬂ-um e offically eplagizes, even shakes the guy's hand
Thr';h the blond one sys she wanls (o lake a pletise of the bwd
pen. He didn'y realty d:-hm pose and Nick told me Inter he had an ides of what “‘l‘d o £
by bit me,* Nick txid hm the guy would, bt the thought certainly crodsed hig mam ity
LN the guy a8 they got into their camera positions, “1'm gRiRE oy B

oif thest o

]
'hﬂ-‘l-l:lh‘ 'q'h_ﬂ}w teading this probably figus ed out @ uhlr;?:‘“
F.nlﬂ‘ Eoes ofl, the By leans inlo it and dnlls HNick nght 12
fica, “'Hm_' .‘"kﬂ'ﬂlfth I"ve ever scen e 5T ™
2d I'm right there with my foreanns up, running m:;n ol
L:t,&mn“ plrysical I've been since 1 gol the :ll"-:" beat ﬂlﬂ“"
gt e % 1hE Bty futo the pinball machine, the piabsll oL urt
Mﬂwm “ﬂ"{lﬂ-ﬂ me and just smacking the guy so f5t ..mﬂf"‘
< PUPPELS with their strings cut, » weird ballet with F"’ﬁ{np“#
Out o the way when the two of them come hulking 494 C L%
aaathes punch in, Nick is just on him and then 09¢ n,w""’,j! -
1o like » foorball player and then they 0P g o8
has Hick, who's alrcady apoloB\™ 0 ook
.hrtn]mmswundwiﬂldwbﬂ"_ of 8
19 the fuy, wtill shaking with anger at the g

wan absolutely the st
Hick

like that and Jean over him. I'm back (o normal now, sell-conscious, bug | MENSgE Wi oy

"HH’, mice fucking ‘.I.I«.I!.lillﬂ'l.-.:l man Thal was feck [ b .r:.l:.|.cI i ke that T It's ali

& i

the guy, whe has blood running dows the gide

(kad | kpow how Lo do | he bouncer §
cul hiem. Mick i | T

of his face’ one of Nick s rengs |

| T g ilas ik y =
The short can-can da . e, the Bg guy s date, chides him, bui the weird thing is that
% kKind of way Like b

‘ il 1 Farte vl
il's o vuck & boys-will-te larted in church or made » retard foke

or something, no like he just jumped & kid twice as small as hini "Daenn ™ | tel] ber. gl

puised, that's quite & catch you got there. He's & hell of a EuY
She | pnores me
_And that's pretty much it The bariender saw the whale thing. there was no need
for Mick o spologiee. He caughi the M t Lhns and | walked home
And of course, yvou had o § il | y
: + by naw, thit this k't any of Aesop's fables

E5ErE § Bo neal Curead Lo e 1 &
&ree or four of five of them went on that same 1

| home, still amazed that the guy

o QK. It was jusi supid barfight | bet
Ight 1n this own. | couldny sieep when | pot
o e ; II.: we all got (o lcave that might standrng all
o own anc king ou all the ennang chaos they were late in furgiag
an the last call lights. When I left that place that n ght, 1t was sull dark and loud. The lights

wiolMd do that B

afler (he last call, man, those are e Wi

1|'r'w- 43" e th e
u koow, something gets lost between the writing of something and the reading off

. An 1.
igke ﬁ:;:::l:::":k |I1 lowt betwoen the iy g and the writing Went out with John last
kahn, thal's pot :r:;:-:::;, ::I.,I Wllj ml'"“-"'-d['} amared that [ even had thing to say. Ah, big
not g hl'...llE: kol to sy most of [.h:'-ul-lm:l § a refleclon on me. [ mean, just scems like there's
be emoke :LELII :Ir::{::‘ stuck with me. We got in & discussion there in & booth in some bar,
capacity for WT]:::‘”}E- and it was & conversation shout suffering. for chnst's sake,
e empasioned sl £ | was ol that point of mild drunkensss where | stant 1o get 8
s but not engire] ! & particular viewpaint | might hold, more so than | would entire
S0, we were L‘i""l’*"wd that the othier person doesn't see it my way.
*llening the financiy) oo 0wt suflering, right? Just your standard, nun-of-the-mill type
Vot o Nl miaimum-wage-or-less kind of sulfering, lots of ramen, lots of rice,
"We've al h:i::{l:l}: & you cook & potato? Too many. Not nearly enough
B0 1 he b ghyg gy 2083 53y, “all oF s P til] o sre i be meant every
by i S 0T Wheg | vy e} 90€ i OUr particular eircle of friends. Anyway, | told
uﬁwh.wh WHWWMM&:.MHM.MWJ““MM"

e’y

"’”ﬂ:nmnd.y: “as this one particularly rough stretch of time when | had nothing
oep popeom, popoarn. Big bowls of popeom,




his drink and said that experiences like that make people stromges
*Whai7" | said "That's bullshir™ ;
He shrugged. It does, it makes you stonger

froezcs that we kecp finding ourselves in_ [ deon’t think he really wants w Gght me, so 1 juust

lsugh and tell him b gets the firsi three ones free
sehut the fuck up, you d ol " one of the women tayy Lo hum end the whale Lhu-»,x'j. difl-

It just gives someooe 4 larger capacity for suflenag : * not really » fised. He poes back 1o dnnki talking to the other guys there. Things keep up st thesr regu- |
strength, nght? It deesn’t make me any leds lanely or l-”'l"‘”'l"! i BAE MM OE G lar psce and | wondcr .r|.;-|1. s will b one of the umes, one of the rare bar mighis that do
going. 1t does not walk on two legs. 11 docs nol cary & bag ol polato ko yours traly. i pot erd up in & walk bome Perhaps o EACCICINS I pASiOn MmOAg SiraRgeny shall take place .
doesn't help me speak (o women wilhoul gelling nervous o help p for onysell whes I'm paying parucular atieation ko one of the wome S 28 bezn geting slong splendidly, |
I'm geiting walked oo And it docsn 't belp me speak or wnile any | 1 any betier, abog have been talking o them for quic & whikc Then the gurls exit en masse 1o the bathwoom, ane \
those subtle mvoments like this ooe that are s fucking hard o g o et [nendidup laat run b0 do whatever they do in there bolure they go home .lml.-nd:; bt the prudence of |
Juhnl.:dlh.h‘ﬁhulllupﬂh:rﬂh Fl-ilf-mplﬂ?-ﬂﬂl-. BTy Rogo L il the whit or ghoot ukmg the woman for § pusnber, 8 dale, s ething ];rc.-n:lc||jl,¢:|.|1._|JLq: let thangs happen snd
pool aver & couple drinks. The only thing sulfenng seems (o0 do 1 let me know bt it's pousble g, ms they say, with the llow A player does nol heith make. The line My lady, would you care N
for my body lo somewhat function (al least heant and lungs, you know wa bowls of pop o shuutle eff to your place of resides L o, gel 'J:.-J hone up ..,e.-,..r.:i.. the grown up all the
corn & day, And what lesson bave we learmed from that marry night? Pip pip! neves crossed my mund  Nor did Modom, would you care fo gaze in won - 4
Rothing Sulferng does nol build character. Physical sulle dhoea il ke youl derment and more than sUght amusement of the ight of @ inch-and-o-quarser long. fully ereet
stronger. 14 just increades your capacity 1o exasl with plivncal weabkneas Nictosche and his “the .ra'-'lrr?".f'.*”“"-":' thir wvening? fitrched in the forthest moches of the Arkonsay Orarky, | hove seen
which does not kall }'I}I.i" pap can Fock ol or &t least t'”'"F me a couple vami Lo po with thess mary bc] ful -'-‘I-"'-"-'Ir." 1A ::’ o mady ine apirilt fTng |'..':." rhe I;,'J.rl):‘frﬂg sircam, the mounialns
e ek rirung up agatnsf the purple horizon, o school of hording peese In flight Bt pone of them cow
Pt — elase, nane even begin o bring the same amount and quality of oy 10 my eyes ar does gazing
o I e e Epon your krvely eownienance So how about 1, thall we po smoke o shitload of clgareiier and
create the Brast With Two Hocks unptl dawn begins io slide under the windowshodes? Slight
understalement of penle length nonwithstanding | am just nol the kind of guy who picks up oo
women easaly or well Pan insec wriky asd parthy just digusted a1 watching geys who do do that
sbut {though, | must &y, not nearly s crcalively ), 'm more of & walcher than a player Amyway,
e guys sce the women come ol of the bathroom end they nsc. | say scaied. Sewiccih walks

BT AT T A ™

show Nﬂdﬂ’ gight in 8 bar with « proup of fnendi. We have left the opening of & groap
] Yy puinlings were in when il became clear hat there were just too masy self-importast &
A Emwb}'mmmkm pants mm:" new Lo me, oaly havieg :
pint. The 8 few tmes, they have Propagandhi on the jukebox and Pabst costs a dollar forty §
it Wllﬂ_ﬂﬂyiﬂhﬂnmnwupulmdﬂm worn red carpel Hear the poofballs I
| w;:d.hum;m other] i
m;ﬂp:lﬁng carty. | have been bere & while My fniends have been leaving i
mmmlgumm and Alex shooting cightball and | somchow end up nﬂﬂllh:l: i
e tme: i table, ialking They are Funny and hot and dangerous, They are o li
know at all hhuwﬂh *4 they dan't really know, and then there's me, who 1beY |
mwil‘mm o€ good nights without Lerror of worry and the charm | have se< - ff
ﬂ:l'ﬂltﬂhj' ‘;ﬂ;hhmﬂu@ilw!'mmnu]imgndlmmslaﬂdwIn |
ukebox when Alex finishes hiy Bame and offers me a ride home if | want ";,nm:m i

by and be sys 1o me, “Soery about that shit earlier, man. ["m pusl drosk™
“That's olory.”

"o S the poinilesmess of the next twenty miniies]
Fmﬂfhwqu}:kulhmﬂulﬂut“m‘d# l
e 27 odp ”@hﬁﬁmumMuum.hwummﬂ
‘one down? Of romance make, motherfuckes When are Y04

e g 5955 Back 4 o of the yomen makes o |l
e B D e
lﬂ-ﬂﬂﬁft:g_}h&. up wﬂhlﬂﬂﬂ-’lﬂhuw
EO." he says, but | can tell he's just talking to talks © e

* Of movemeat, just like me, Bars arc voids, blsck boles 0

-



Dud-exchangs with 4

jpathenng of cthiotey g

i
ke m anvil G mry

ward énpugh with my intenbons 10 gamer & pleasant evening of
stranger, followed up with the cmbarassing speeiacle ‘f: a lote. pporing
a strange bedroom with aboul ten thousand p-'uund'-\. of hangover reilin
head. Apparcntly she discerned that | wanied to ask her somerhiag. of wh
And she was also corect in the knowledge thal | had not, a3 of thal jussture
that somethug

Two: A woman who inndis you (or, well, me, i thus | asc) for pot asking
her il she wants o fuck 13 pot & grackous woman. Sha s ol 8 kind woman She s pot s
woman with wlich Vo {or me, in this parue ular case) care i |

hoehe was copreg
10 fame, aaked e

lade arighi hanry parsad
ing in the obd slap and tckde, the Honronial Dop, as i were. Sand wooei s, i all schaliy
probably best avoided af all costs. Sand woman s paychic and § preal makeup fsakin
the hissing of an asp or the sultry chuckle of a black widow aligned w your (Ok,
mine) anicater-1ke personality, which would greatly negale tl ol you inlght recem
in the act of ber besiowing upon you her physacal and'or sexual rins, whatever they may be
Throe Anteaters, as the tide suggests, rarely wind up in bed wath black widow: md
there's probably & reason for that. And bary are for dnadang and spending too much maaey, s

I pass by two kads pushung & punk girl in o wheelchair, They re talking abodt hire
I-d:: Hawthoroe Sereet ix andd she i lodally stunning and beautiful, except she can be
B 1t of victims of the bp-picrcing. But her cyes rock me, spesr me, for jast 895

keep walking. Two blocks [ster, @ woman o walking :

v 8nd she has dark glasses covenng up o huge wad of P2

covenng kall of her face She looks down when we pass, 8 &1

f;:ﬁ:ﬁ 1wo women in the spoce of three o four minutes and | think of i

ket you do, Hhuﬂ e my own fear of people, how hard & i not o gty 10

do-rebe, ln:.n;h; Eppeoaching. These dumb tatioos and rips in my clothes. "f:‘

T .hn:lzwh.n W comes dow o how | carry mysell on (he streets ||;|l't]'::wI
::u'll'lllﬂ Bhut it was . 80 odd grouping of moments s ope that’s hard ¥
mave mnd spesk 1o 5

r"ﬂl"l."l!lr-n hl:ld: alhe B e ok aguinat this whole idea of people

| two of thiee um:q:[r friend Lan once told me that New York's E"‘I‘"; o
all outside and walking PAEal any given mameni, all within a space "ﬁ' g

anryone. And (hat's great: nine i the stiect and you don't look anyone in the €¥° % Sy

m:::l“' Lea I'm either temificd of people of

4]

covening one of her £yes,

¥ hmlmntlraiﬂucm ,wnﬂunmmﬂiﬂ.l}'ﬂ]w 1 . 1! * “ d

Tia Beorge Onudllian Cocksisker

e e ———

¢ whalt back then, snswening phones aod then handimg the ;
i peaple would gt therr cans wwed ind would callme

bt would cost. It wsually followed like this |
The person ol the other end slarty scream- 't
ing something like *You motherfucks 1" 1 would finally sctile them down caough o
10 get the wnfo on the cor s wher I'd look: it up in the compater and then dediver :
a little gem like “Yes, ma‘sm, we i ur wehl st beang parked in g fire zone. Thai'll be 2
hundied and cighiy five dollam W get your vebicle released with an additional soaeen dollary for
each dary that f's i storage ™ And ten they would e sercaming sgain IF [ dida’t pet ey e
Carestened three or four Lmes & nigl wadered a pretty pood shafl. [ was ragged as shat,
moteso cven than now, doing 8 lol of dnoking snd thea crawling in o work

I live on Burnside and tiere’s a lidle cluster of bars a few blocks pp the sureet. | osaally
Bil e ooc & Lhe beginning and (he onc af the cod, siraying away [hom the oo in the middle,
which has cotned itself “ald-fashioned™ and has been there lomger than my father has been glive
They doa'i serve liquar there, and wiule I'm pretiy much 8 beer dnaker, # just seems kind of
hali-assed, Like the differcnce between 8 foplem bar end a full blown stnpjoint. I I'm going to
[all frpen grace with Iy Bands bchard ey e ad, ['d Like 1o do i wih Uu~miﬂdpﬁpihlﬂd a
beer bar jusi never seemed o cut il

You see7 | don't know shit Listen

I 'went i there one night afler dropguag in af the two other places. Notusg going oo
there snd | wis g5l w ide-awake, my Sunday night, back W five days of swinging on the swing
shafl [ wealked m and ol feh like | was the new Euy in @ westem, when be walks i, hay shedow
Spannung the Moor of the bar The other covwhirys lurm and siare, the place goes quicl Then they
lhnﬁlh’:'i 8ot & threst and every thing pocs back 1o nommal: the pamo kicks b‘.k i i 'ﬁilm
Iy pm”.';""""’—' its mormal volume That's what it felt like, af least. But, a5 with most things,

I::;:!i‘h:“““z by [ 54t down ot the bar and

ouEnpen customner by [illeen or twe vears. | sal -

QF:I:::E.:L.; beer from (he barteader, who, to my supris, :i:,,, rod punk rock girl Patehes o ber |

beiter attoos than me. The beer is also substantially cheaper that [ figured. | give bera

| was workon the swing

radinat for Low companics. [1 was
o ETRage & lune ko pick i up, &5 well gy hone

smpwd Bhe phone with the name ol Lh

£ 10w COmLpoary

i iy Car

|

M, i WA O

- Up when the layy the beer down , which, she tells me, is fairty uncommon there. We et 10 talk-

ot 4ed s nice, I'm oae of the most onc on oo swkward motherfickers ever but e sble fo
VE & gond fime

£l me o 8 conversation. “She’s s pood looking peice of ass, heyT™ I's oot o coaver-
b 42 B21 010, 50 | just shrug. When he steers clear of topics involving the flckability
““-‘“'dﬂ.iMkmhun.H:'-rwkmumd.ﬁm&u&mﬁimm' but fairly i
i hen he's not drinking, he's probably e fairly cagaging PR
Iy ok o, be i big words bt samtbems. |
_ cames by and talks when she can She
n_fmlrdmnnmmmpmm&hnﬁﬁr.n-ﬂ%'

= _I'Ilﬂ.tmh [1-' i

P e mght 'y e L o
' pigtails would serve as

dead eyes. I've decided that | doa't bike

M'I-MMM&:;-_;'I': ﬂ]ﬂg‘ i




L]

when | can’l sleep or 1'm out of cigarciies. Just

. sl me and squints, like | haven'l boen it
Mhlwﬂ He looks | : TE e lh'lhh alk around the houss with
Pﬂm w‘w my t-';l?l sl M:HI;':I:I:-:; l:[l .1- I-I'. '.-.'. }I':’ ::::.\.I hih' ﬁ:&::‘:-;:wuxlk goumd the house w ith every once in & while, sometlung o hang oo the
“What do you mean m drunk yiag i s0ber up. L P !
- ) ke be's ol st o e thal be
“No," be says, leaning in close | a1 he dorm'\ g
:ﬂdhmﬂﬂhhw yet, =1 mean, what re you o re? Your linle ;ndﬁ"
“Nian, I've been drinking for the past two hown | ve been ullmg right me)
T b
the whole ime.
& He leans in close. There's a bead of yweal run o (e wde of his e
smupgﬁhdw]n:mmdﬁm‘ut-u-u. Li bl bartendar s vy
mmamhwndﬂhmmlq[lh: place by clomng e " You ook like one of e
Eub]dmgwkmwﬂul?*l'w work for Wyden ko 11 youT Your o
soda_ looking around. Trying 1o s bow the litde people [ therfucka™
He's drunk, be's gotien io a place where, no s vhat | sy, there's no fkegn

pusd el ham be'y g RS

it's going o compute. There's no way I'm gomg o et Lo
iy andd by yweal el

wong. The whole thing il getting volable, explosive, the pu
Lectrich

*You know what? I've decaded you're nol o porson of ment o my hife Sopetle
fiock out of here"
| shrug. “Sorry, man, | don't want any trouble ™ | just ok sraght shead, bopsi !

diffuse the mnmtion, boping he'll move on o his buddy on the other nde :
“Did you hear me T be marls right mio my car (s she fuck oul of un
.ﬂhhmhﬂ'l aay and el up, willang lowards the doof n“uﬂ#'ﬂ
‘ﬁhhkl’mh*m tung. “What the fuck -.I.;-1 yiou just say o hm"#'ﬂl;
thﬂHﬂhmnmm | stari kelling bor the whole mﬁ'h.::l'#
We ]Mhhm.*'m and am trolling the bar o & bow the lowd el
are standing towards the cnd of the bar and suddenly the guy roars fo® o
= .M“?:l Joul I'm talking 10 you, you Ceorge Urwelllan oo kucker!” et |
m . “‘ h other m sy, "Well, romsone 5 cul “ﬂ-.I aped ‘I#
F‘“‘::ma&n the dran
B9Y,” be sy 1o checkered shurt “Go home ™
““ﬁﬂﬂﬂmpﬂmmtmmm street Hl'
" Zw-ﬁﬁf‘wﬂI lefl, thankang her for the dnnks She ﬁd#:ﬁ‘
W ecting like muw‘?hﬁlﬂdlﬂhu The other bartender 59 H‘,
. cting like that | went back with and asked
W =t interested g Scott one night that she worked ther® B8
wi m.‘hwl’"hwwwm she didn't call |1 nm“h":““'ﬁi
R reneua iy § oS o Do looked like Grizz y M wiv
=k . 1 don’'t think it was her, Checkered shirt eyed

&
¢«

MET‘“'M“‘“hwmcmmnmmm_mmmmmm
t‘“‘dl-ritm::::m with 2 trenchcoat and a beard and a pooytail and this monstrous
8 O 1 e g | back. | saw Mm:myd:ymdh:n:mpﬂﬁdﬂuﬂh,mbyh
And | doq: wouldn't leave the house with mine, no way, just a mice houss-sword.

lmmﬂlhbnh..d]gm' : A

. Wiepped | i | iwﬂllbnhulmnwd.}ulmﬂmm“ I
50 of o, a2 black silk It doesn't even have i be a real one, a shitty reproducs
the Strapneqs somewhcre in Mexico or even Kansas, is fine. | would be happy tphave
Whicheye, 'Wmmurmumu,mmmsqg.mgny@ ("

I win
T80 w55 8 SWard 1o cut down the unri :
e o b, e e o i it

sword for me, ane little sword for =7
Day, ox something, if you'se fecli%




She's Got ABROTA e
& - Y ' B

Ah, the glory of being s man in 2 m3

motherfucker The ratio of which seems o TRt

Ve s0 sck of reading about male privile
end one that i practiced and i accepled, but t
tn our litthe “hardcore communin™ wse thai
the boys look et you like vou've gt & hammer prow
erms a4 “male privikge™ and “women.s;
Eng pussy faggot At best And if soun:
sbout how he's been cured af fan
umes the ugliness just pmacke me m e face. The ofMhanded |
men in this world, that's 1o cagal
lege" I'm angry

Walking home agam
There's & woenan to my night
To my night are

Zem, whuch gl

5
o=
R
ﬁ_____h '

:,|
[ .

w0 sepilable of

Wl soemu 1o transcend such | £y ki “male prve

Tieed wgasn, up g night, woeked all day. it's starting o
Rendmg nevy 1y 5 P | pada hex

Ukl
i

nd (he worpgs iending there Th

lod like me, sir. (lsa’t thet funny, when people
"te alwayvs someone famousT Sylvesier Stallone was
loodied bands from 1165 o 1214, the guy sll-
lar mistache was Abraham Loncoln

thy of reincamabion; no ons ever clams io be
ooe of Libens Kahe's und incs, raped and wishimg for death &t _14. rickden
with pustulcs and disease behcaded with prattiude when it was discovered she s grven onc
of khan's pencraly m phillis Mo one is cver 8 naneless siockbroker with stmky foct M.:"t :
Koakabic wife who foved him dearly, a stockbroker who Nung himself out of & New York
e curmg the Big Cragh ||.|,_-rc.5.:_.nr-_ eh? And befire you sisrt thinking that 1 belicve |
R thue hving embodiement of Schicle, please et me clear this up: 1'm making no allumons

6 being the reincarnarion of Egon Schiele, merely that | fieel o kanchip with the L"“i‘:w
9 B 3 How, if | were: the reincamation of the aforementioned, could a blob of eclopl asm b
“ i & Yague resemb grace to ki e |'||'|;"||_'1L- kere tn my spartment, mm H'd". Lo

wmen, walking past me g
uszential everage EVYE-vapucly handsnm,
have besehal] by &nd t-ghirts. Oine o' T gomald 1 ,
E el RO usE g chaye
£ The four af g e, o mowt, fifleen of eaty fect ¢
:::c,n 0T and | bear pie o Lhem sy to the
¢ are fifleen o Pwenty feet apary She )
that, che'y oy ;

She's facking g o s
£ I + 3020 been ¢ gial
this dumb ligl. mongter's ideg of female t:; ‘

Lll.'.':l i have SER FEnCarnalod 1%
=, vag savage and dumb looking. They both

Willizn the Lion, who nided Scotland

B you your crgaciles and cps
Apparently the famous are the

these men and [ pats

. s bt of @ belly on ket
ieard fum, she beard lum So, just B
and filed, dear. She doesn 't it i

‘ her [he
Y and he'y shanng f with hug pal, me, bher, S

g

I've boen informead, will act ax his irans!ator throughout this ml:.n-'l_:w? Hmmm, 1 “k.'l‘"'-\
bow 4 that? OF. then Meanwhule, [ like i inform you that this is merely an annoyoying

] - - cefamly not centrifugal to the Main Rani, bence |*ve choscn with candor to place
Fuzkin B world His wpe thiy par, ; g wsed aver and then

= ofhanderdnegs . pruack ar 8 *Eraph in parcothuses; these sentences are meant Lo be Hghtly m -
Ehow o the taley . Hsggest he's looking ot the motor m hag L di o : inly don’t promise that
el mli?l He's 1n American male, he probably couldn’t spell “privilege it 2od, nothing mare. 1 apologize for the inconvenience, bt ] certanly

So, oy PP 3gain. One never knows when sach practices might soer sitabie, docs oae]

So, tell me i gy ; gugd Ba, i’y simply moy ahiall wesT Ak the 1 1o make an eflort not to ever -
ligtle peire aof shii Tel tu"".“ g oo hig make Privilege, please. Or if be's jusi & ¢ the Oiq o o, weT At the very jeast, | prossise e e
et molic ms of he % 80 &VErngT man or g sverage American, plesse. Tell mé arenthises Mini-Rant Trick foe ofien, OKT Mo, please, oy

&y, i l-'b\-lm:

50, where was 17 Ah, yes, My Schi Eggom, if | may, spoken with the uimast

o for MMHWNM}MEMI?:WMJ:LJTWFMP!
Imﬂd'wﬂﬂdm;wdlhumufﬁr“ﬂ!w“ﬂ

both of g - SEX a0d DEATH! and | think you were probably lusting aad terified of
theem Ymmunmm.wmm&“;lmiﬂm

-]
Sane nd we'l 811 b2 i o YTHE bout it i your sine and 1 eite aboot 8

Wﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ:m Em‘mmmmmwhﬂﬂwm
M.Wldﬂnmmmh“m‘m‘mlﬂdﬂiuumm cries lﬂﬂwwr‘u‘
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York. Your cgo 1 Top Ramen on my shell for the rest of my life, o "1 quit, s they sy, blow.-
ing stooke up YOUT AsS and actually et down 1o a bit of critical snalyss of your charscter, i not

ihe States, over an-’-un afler }*ﬂu'w died and they all seem to scream oul SEX) snd BEATHI it

bad tatioos thet seem Lo Blur more and more each passing day, while you were botb the ?"”J'“: your work “obacene™ and sctually burned two af your canvasses there in the courtroom.
Basquist and David Lee Roth of Vienns in 1911, 1912 There must've been dozeos of youy ':I:Jlrthrt thrown in the pokey, of which much has been wrilien. Yoo kept |_1num:.1,uwpuur
Austrian women who felt more then s dlight stis in their knicken when ganng upon your | O [P bocn included in the many books penned and compiled since your death

4 Unforunasiely, is my opu i,
countenance, bul by all sccounts it scems thal you remaimed & virgin unul your carly twesbch i v, 18 mry opumon, the journal and the work you did there i nothing mare than a tes-

wo. | imagine the Austrian nights did mot treal you well 1 figure you had a hard time \]gqu'_ {A groan from the grave, Yagus purtural mutterings that the tansdalor iclls me cquatcy
like me. When you spoke of the deure that artists be ranked in prestige right wp there wil o, O, Jesus Chriat, here we go gain)
cops and cardinals,  can see an chovated sense of sell-importanie so sunilar 1o mise, though | What was the year, Egon? 19157 | think so. Afler Lving with your wile for 8 few
have o hard time finding the odd, contradictory semse of sell-loathio g tusl | ovyselll walk wears in 8 gmall town oulside Vienna, you were finally busted on obscenity charpes. It was
around with, My friend says thal I"ve been known (o lay in the gutter and Jook down on e bound (o happen sometime, you just flaunted one oo many chareoal drawings around of ten
warld and | understand what he means Where i your self-loathin g, Fgon? Whens is your yeas old girks weaning po clothes. And beang that the wwn was 2s small es it was, there just
belict that you were 8 monster with angel wings taped to your back? Could it be drwwn there wagn't that much room for debauchery, you eouldn’t go oul end et drumlk and sct like & crazy M
m}.w“mm,ﬂf.whmnhlihjwlluﬂ of crouch, emacialed and sereaming, the B motherfcker in the eust end of wwm and then lscrke wge m the west end wl things cocled dewn a
teeth in your mouth & jagged &8 & busted bottle ol Henry's Blark 7 Lould that be it bt 1 was & village, you and your wile lived s hermits lived. Yiou did nod entertain peaple, you
(Egon and his translator confer After Egon spits & wad of Cerman ool the Noce, e did not po oul much, just you, yoar wile, the occ assiomal visior, the cven more occassonal per-
translator, who's voice | find quite pleasant, tranalates for him: Tow preiiy much kv the nail o |0 N o of the Upper Crust who would go o your place Lo for & portrast. You were not well hied
the heod there, skipper: Been doin your hamewark, atn ¥y’ there, you in your punters smock, glowering and handsome and full of yoursell| an ego fifty
Temific. But snother thing | don't get is that, even though you were congdend ooe B miles wide, shunning the town you lived in. The town look it personally snd someone Gually
of Austrin’s most prominent artists by the tme you wears ninclecn, beealy, and even though 3 [ reporied you o the magistrate Needless to say, your studio boused hundreds of drawings snd
your nudes are charged, absolutely exploding, with eroticism, dare say 1 fnt, yoo couldn’y paintings, years and years of charcoal, pencil, guoache, oil, canvas, paper and the vast majonity
scem to get |aid b savo your life. Here oo, sir, are we able to draw s correlation befweea you ¥ | ofiben naked women wiih bared peneialo and laviscious smikes upon their painted faces, (he
and mysell. The difference is, I'm just some guy with & shatload of paintings 10 i e coset and o | T muonty of them s questionable age You were in court immicdiatcly thereafter, the judge
L

R m I'Wk‘lﬂ‘ dude, E i '1| gt e §Fedl s tament io what & I"m:hn':; Ietide w |.l:_|;| YOI WERE

temifying to you? Wese you so Iblﬂ:&:'t that }wnut::ndl.'ln}'.ll:-:; TJ-:IL ol ]-ullenmLhnﬂ '._ Hesiath A (A roar from I.]Ih: Other Sade! Screams and bellows from a long ago dismicgrated

"'W!" m&w H:i:ﬁ' women, daughiery ol the men whao cammi ssioned your Pll-mnﬂ"lrw“ i L1 R-lm;fﬂﬂic ;h ”‘:';I .:1” I"ll!l":llj Ti:f:i m’ﬂﬂdl:ﬂ:f» b Elmim‘m

3 g Ay icto M achines commercials ol yesle 3
}:ﬂ or just 50 srTogant no oo bul the most dichard of (ans could stand to be armsd b WIlmﬁ'ﬂl,ﬁEml:,wmclh“k Yoo did m:ﬂlh'tmhldl;l L:-:m-muhfnr
Of eourte, there's man ¢ a ol }wrwurwm.}wmmhﬂ_uwmw.mmymdmmﬂ

e e el kb i e oo e e e Yo v e
the Iﬂllﬂlnﬂuﬂujr'u mallachle and elusive toad in the witchgrass whal'u troe and what s were like HI!];TEL § S, Eulche. Jeme CRr Du:"“'k"."" what m_ﬂﬁm
I s something more true becase it was poblished by Knop! Books e tan ot | Sl ittt m f the century? You did your it tweaty eight deys md whiscs 1828

& man who needed his tecth bruhed? M?“l'_': s n::i:“ Your (ather died of Y how ibs artipg eatirc time. Your journal cntrics arc all sbout how you arc dying in a cage,
wﬂl}‘mmmm“ﬂpﬂﬂiﬂ}':u;l:wlnsh wve it to you You sl e mnf}'w:::‘;:-hrm'mlhuihmdhhh'hmmdﬁhnﬂ'{u
“ﬂ“""‘-ﬂ“ﬂﬂmhmrmmm tmliuf o '||1:-:::!':11-ii"‘:""““'J"'IB"""""I ﬁ torner of the room bmifﬂlﬁg}'mum;mmmhdddm“ﬂh :
Boused them, drew them, molested thern, stroet rchin all 1o about it, Egon? Whsl Ao#* B o were s ive me a becak, Mr Door Open Half The Time. M. Three Squares A Day.
“ressfornighielmty ? ow about it, Ego Sl e e wux Indian, Egon, say @ Blackfool or an Olals, what would your asme be? Ah,

i LS Gemr i o, e s 5 A e
did Mellencamp smoke .mmwmm'm”'“““”“”h‘ questions Flo% CLg aguiah g 2. maybe ['ve judged you a bit oo harshly. Maybe It's just that your & i~
mﬂﬁhmm:;‘ -u-ﬁyminmmmgrrann;:?mﬂrnwm:hl'ri"" i himwmﬁmdmhﬂtwmiﬁ 1
i a?. the woeld may never know e e OF e9ue, that's a judgement of ultimate unfaimess, isa't it? To judge @
Him, s seventen, 1 you g UHBE2. When you showed Klimt your PO S5 L, i betin (£ 200" OWO meter | certainly haven't walked a mile i your shoes,
St mh talent, he stroked his great beard and said, “Yes. 20 this disey, .mr%memannuﬁﬂ:
Bt in degorativencs, wmw.mm'd wurpassed him & ing. 5o, T, (albent n somewhat one-sided discussion, Egon, | must sy) thi
i screaming tiger 1o Klimi's goldenrod. Thoug? . s jodged you 00 harshly, Chuma?
9u were & spearhead of your own B bell gy, g from Egon and his otberwontly 2
of incredible and e : on that ho's
savagery 10 the fina), gng

naskissing: your ego, it's well Youar €6
itiden o year. Your ogo s  sieak dianer for everyo<



e, L, W M i e e - S =

- Egon, you're dead

(A momentary pause, a blob of ectoplazm blabs and 1 translated 1 Englik

i ! F fucking painl, hombre? -
l Bence written all over i Right What ¥ yowr fucking g T

Goodness, | never knew you ta be so joyous and lree with explotives Ik"-‘ll‘l
appoars, has put you in touch with those of quite 8 lower sandard of vemacule, | mug e
Anyway, you're dead. Upon this we both agree. You croaked alon g with  luir partiey of
Europe throughout that ime peniod, stricken down when o nice lite case of inflpensy -
rolling its jolly fangs and piscers twough your town, your counlry, your coalinent Nl
the facts as | understend them, please feel free 1o comect me of these linle tiddbits do not ey
true. OK:

1} Dead 1n 1918, at twenty eight years old Influenea

2} Dred thiee days afler your wife, whom you dicw oo her deathbed

e s

'il'“ﬁi‘“i.’-*l.ﬁﬂ:m‘*

R NIVAX

3) She was seven months pregnant with youer furst child
4) And now here we are, you wilh unfinished canvasses and & mulor's mousth, s
with cigaretie lungs and a face [ike a scarccrow. Sumilar in our temper and our tste fr

incendinry allegories; Cardinal And Nun, for example, i which s cardinal in red cluche i
woman of the Cloth, his calves lexing as they embrace on thewr knees | bet you stared o
shit up with that one. Bul one of my sbsolute favontes s when some church commisacoed
} you o doa lﬂl‘l.l‘lil ol & young grl, 18, 19, that would be ithen transfemed o iLIII'IIC-‘IJ']!ﬂ
and sdom one of the Church’s windows | forget her social standing, of why ibe b ke
allowed the very unhumble honos ol besng on a church window, but | sure remember Yoot
F'im'i“ Bﬂ}r hﬂ“'d]".. do L You painied ber in & very proper dress, a nu.lghl--hui wigw, B
mh’ flesh ﬂm'“mﬂ was that of her face and hands I"u*-pn 1A EVEry Way Excepl you busd
dered on her mcuth a smile of the most um.:“:puhlg. sorl, the leenng smile U‘lTlth‘B
Bleam of many a sexual tryst, the twinkle of many a carnal incident, in ber big haby bisss
 And the capper. Her hands, those bony and clongated hands hat you scemed to draw 05
oasly, that you drew 50 fucking well, are placed squarley over her knees, clasped locsely
together, '"_‘dh BEgalive space between the two palmas, mght in the spat that it shoeld bt
tﬁ:_\h.!us;mmmutr like the thaps of & vagine The church, needless (o say, BEVET
PUnORE & 8 profotype for the wikdow B,
ton in lhc{i‘:: laughing, a glecful giggling, that docsn’t need a German & Enghsh F
nar docs (he sownd of Egon slapping his knee in mermment) -
+ Elm'd.nmu al [ sand about your jail ime and your ego and HLM] UHH'
I ﬂ'm“’lmlm“ wrbﬂ‘l'l‘;l;u WETE 08, You “.¢|£ o like nonﬂt'l'l-'i:r lsving

RSV /(]

|

(You're fuckinA righs, turbo. Abem )
Sn.hthdl]:i.lhlnﬁlrw pmﬂnﬁmﬁnmuu for the wholé

. £ pper bof
hhiﬂ-“mﬂ?mﬂ'mymcuimmn[hnw ane final qm::rril"

Mew Millenium, that look to your body of work fot T
, what should we, the Living, do? And aler 1% s

; e
The ectoplasm, if it was not & big ball of astral B% o
?mﬂdﬁnmmnmam:imhmdﬂ’“;;r
cooumutim. The translator and | wait paticntly. A fler a tine, 8¢ 827 .

¢ tranalates aod | scribbic furiously in my notebook and wheo 1102 Lo,
. : Y oo
o, learving notiing but a bricf whil of what smells tike W8

me sitting there with an oveslnoded brain. )

I:'"rﬁljl the ranslator had saad, ferr de it Schuels was 'F'F-ﬂ'-'-ﬂ“_'r' unsware (hat }'Ilhﬁ .
corparatio conphomumed and capitalled fong afler his death, has been saying this for a 'Id].l.ltl
porw. [y 're potmg fo paind, ther paint. Through syphiliis and sorrow. F00d reviews, bad
reviawl OF B eviess el el patnf up o shorr Painr g f.I'Jr’I:.I."}' ]F‘ﬂﬂrup one 'ﬂflrﬂl'lﬂlﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁn {k_t

other tn your underwear. Just do (1) do {1 and [fve ke your aig iy on fire, Trut me

4 . - orkche
when J ery thad life ie e fuckin-A short I yow want to stare out the window rarJﬂ.t.'P.Fl':c.--.fl.A

Roni, then do it Fecouse you wand i, e anvious, but never ever be bored Paing &r g0 bowl -
i, ot ooy [ with groce, godastnll

The Syeetres OF FRA

L L i L

We are the phosts of 3 am. We il on the windonws of the fashion siores, the ﬂuﬂ‘.l.:l‘
socea, long afler the last bus has run. While neon burns. While we bomn

Yeah, while neon bums and the List promuse of who we are has fimily.come troe we
spit on (ke windows of the fashion store in the dirk of night, the mm.ntq'l.r.;n.l f-:liwiu; n'.hiJ'

vieps under their cones of light there We st on the windows, you show us what beanty is and
then put it bebind glass for us to sce and

rye nol touch, not be. You tell us this i what beaurifil i
::“ _::,:.:.:LH;T .pn-.': s nght boyi and garls, sony and deighiers, i's yours. But it's & huigh
npatTithe on W ile WHn# sl i s ¥
e ot e s s o i e M
dowmn the E;:: “I;':r“ :Inu""r"' ix, we're Wld, and that's whal we remember when we walk
i, without Hm‘“ € daytume and size cach other up, gruge each other, without even kmowing
Ty meazing to. Divided by class, divided by pants and shirts and shocs and skiris
et ime, all all all the time 50 do you. The mannequins e pretty the wiry people are
Il.nd L H'-";U!F_ tnapproachable, blank. Tell me whed besutifol s and sen offix o price [ag
17 How ml:r:i\:nqu penls, holes in our heads. How many pairs of pats can | f in my wal-
et < Walicts can | fit in the barmier we place between cach other, the jodgements that
Pon len seconds afler we sec each plher, what our faces and hair and elothes look k=7

13 our g
N‘d,sinsl::r:ﬂ:, :.Jnlmr than a beeadbarx or smaller than the very small idea that we've beea

oald matier one fucking jota?
Forty | B

hn}-:hm;ni he ® week, twenty hours, an odd job or an old job or no job, aver there is
‘ilhhl‘ﬂghl i bere fof us. The shine of the magarine, the smiling people in the magazine
I ety b.,mq!:' they are better than our real dull eyes. A busload of dull eyes going o &
duq‘lr-nn.-ﬁnun: or 102 long 1o do things we don’t want to do around people that maybe we
M“E'rﬂnlﬁlwi}l‘;ﬂt—h“!mMmmmuﬂﬂhlbﬁlulﬁlﬂﬂuﬁmhﬂu%
fea's presten hﬂsm:rmqﬂﬂelunmmwmquddmm
PEFCEL of 1] the mnurmﬁ'“'hmhlmwmmmﬂnmﬁﬂﬁﬂ.
et mn“ﬁp.:ﬂ:ﬂ?mmﬂplﬂdﬂwﬂ:rﬂuruhh‘rﬂﬂnnﬁh'i"
0ne tenhy of this morning or doing the ghost dance of a dowatown 3 am. And

this i beautifat 1~ T C OF some number, some mumber, they are the ones that &

E‘“Mﬂl u nﬂmwtlmsmﬁm;'mugﬂﬁw;

" 5 the iy gy 1 C4in all the way from here to the food s

They )y curk. -
ORI, ey g 0 Beautifl s and they give us men and women
ith gt X WOmeEn who will never ever have sy idca wh

—— E"“'“m-ﬂuﬂ;ﬁ_ . \




stand or even care about the rest of us, (oo, the ghosts with comply pockets mud enpliey =
haunting downtown like visions, starmgg in the window af fashion siores. The deeam jy g
impossible valley,

And we, under the guise of dresmng scconding Lo our o
dress o become our porsonalities. And allow each other Lo be s
sccording to that code. Fashion and padgement and digmisal
confines of our skulld and too-namow [ives

alibes, allow the Wiy we
v lew than o more,
Haern making oul tn the

1. Somewhere between the foot of the Hawthorne Bridgs and my spartment, miksy
drunk, it hits me; all those bad dreams 1 try 1o forget sbout, try to ignare of paink through of :
drink through, they just come down all it oace, sounding |ike & cacaphony of bu ki -
end op sagmng againgt the wall of some namcless hotpocket restaurant downtowi, sll {
blocks from home, spent. An 0ld man in & young man's body. Christ, [ need more slerptls
could sleep

Vye been on & 2-hour kick, what Bill used 1o eall  “disco nap " Between o= clf:-m’
coke mid i‘ll.ﬂltﬂg your belibotioms and hifting the dance Nioor, you tzke these grnall (w0 il
napt, | guess. Fortunately o unfortunately, | don't do the coke and all my pants ar nppe
and tom at the culls, but I'm well versed in the oct of the two hoor nap, and lel me i
parkebop, they don’t do one fucking hit of pood the
e U'm leaning againsi the wall of that restaurant or office building or whateVet
I‘Illl,ﬁlﬂn around 2nd Avenue, when & cop car drives by, slowing when he ezt me.} ek
him and fish in my pockets for s smoke, start walking. And fust where the hell <7
you're poing? | nxk mysell,

£y . | guess. ,

yeah? And where might that be? '

That's when | 1oll my eyes and start moving; bad postry and Wﬂ'j}'-wm%
&fe o0c thing, but when you start telling lines like that to yourrelf, it's best just 19
in froat of the ether mnd start going somewhere. And so | do

fish

rock s 55

bifc: ash on the Moo, the membranc inside . m;,ﬂdﬁlﬂ#
brain fecling like it's spearcd with bit nrafvmﬁ“b“

ul beile and the

Throwing up 18 the jhn, nothing b L NN You tried
T1 B r i 1 | " kﬁu h“ I.u
pold Ao, The beer boiil pil e collee table, the coudler and the Mo lke the booes of
some animal. You did pot fall dewn walking bome from the bar Lo night. This Langever life
[g,;hﬂ]‘llﬂﬂl'm""'""d and glon i e night belore, now you just feel like ghig You're

becoming 8 cancature of yoursell For all the uimes you've miled Apainat the Diylan Thosmas
Er m uckers wallowing m their pain and booze g
hen sk, shivening and usung both hands 1o hold your

Syndmme, painsl rUedo. B | therf
pcd{-guty, there you ane gegging sl
poffee cup

Yoo arest, you. Tou

P S

A, Three diys down, you' ve been working and you doa’t dnnk when yoo work bot

28 your Friday might now and here s e This house i3 full of peopie, the band in the hase-
2enl wis temble. You have somehow managed o kiss o piel on the back steps of this house -
"'":l-'hﬂ‘ﬂ'g.nu: walchung The keg does nol end. A fnend will 2]l yoo lster that people were
talkang a lot of shit and that you « official Drunk Guy of the party but for now you're 8
e of drftwood, being pulled 1a and out with the tide. You try your Tuck with anather girl
that bas beem Mlirting with you el neght, but spparently you've been mistaken; when you sk
ber if & kiss o two mighi ook be in arder the reeotls and turms savage “Mo," the says “Thave s
::Ew I krve my boyinend * She says thal to vou three more Bmes &0 t]l.l]d. MUECEREIER
" Yo wtand there nodding with your cup of bitter beer. Yoo say, “OK, sy | bothered you,

B nog unkindly and wander off, boping vaguely that bher loving boryfriend docs mol wazi
hh’-“!rl!luup lates

Mln the basement are two other grrls, SCGUAINEENCCS [NEE than fnends, and samchaw @
A Mlnlmn»‘ﬂuhun ane of them throws ber cup af beer on :lf'.'-"“ﬂ'“i the othet follows
:Ifﬂwﬂi L the ahit” you sy, “1 sense 8 theme here,™ and throw your awn hﬂ:rﬂ!""'é

- You stapger ofT with their laughter rolling off your back and fall down ibere, ia

Mmmwm?mﬂlmmtﬂm:lnmglb:nﬂnnlbﬁdlsmwm: It's
megg o SOWH With & plastic cup instead of a bottle. You rise. You are covered in £lth. It
T e e et e SR
Porch, Seoqs sy O U0 know scem less and less willing bo pat up with you. On the froat
Humql;hm“m'“mﬂund Mn:ln{hﬁﬂﬂj‘wmmmmmm
B gy oy < 804 wind up accidentally pissing on the woman's bicycle, You spelor
M'hmmmmhﬁnb:ﬂnvﬂlqubﬂhmmmm gl
Y058 04 e hmmi‘_ forgiving as he's been known to reach the ""’“”'".‘-‘“‘*
%ﬂﬂ of this writing, the twe of them nnﬁdiﬂrwﬂf“ﬂﬁ"ﬂ
o i ol t when recalling your moments there on the pare
e You o0 bet bicycle as s kind of catalyst for them on the night they met

""‘ﬁhm BE<r off 19 go pass out on the couch of Castle Grayskull. Ouis walls
B Gk g TR 0 sce you there, just woken up, dirty from your fll i
 bangy 5% 8 he'l] tell you later that he'd pever seen anyone 50

Sy MUY Bat o thro iy the busride i
1 M '. y m, You for s ot bt

ol You for the way you smell. You vill think
oL dhenks, th cune of searching for




Life just &, and yours is nol a sad of noble or even flere Ihie beal of

your skull, they ring out Lke bombshells

Bird Wiy

["m ot ey mom's place for Chnstmas She ow

2, SEmeihing thd the g
af. something I'm proud of For all of my psuedo

absrul capitabism e fl
i

emoticnalivm and half-formed ideals about property, all of my contradictons and balld de
somehimes growing up in basements with rodents and spiden, or thanng one bedroom g
ments with a curtam dividing our “rooms”, the fact that my ther 15 making hoass puymen
on her own bome and has & beautiful garden that she and har boyvinend bave oeatsd e is
own sweal and thew own time mean sormething 1o me

And it's Christmas. Chnistmas was |
iad; po one drank for thase few dava, there wes sthight
where madness and sddiction was coniadered normal, Chn
brecze between jomadoes. Eack year Chnstimas seems 1o mie
madnesses and addictions posnibly begmnng o Ol th Cp maybe i1's just the petol 6%
lution of growing elder. Getting tired. Dus ¢ the few days 1'm st my mom's plce, 11278
long wfter she and Lamy have gone o bed, siting in the dakenad bving room, locking & &
rascs of colar the Chrstmas lights throw off |.'|:.|. maments, strugglmg o umell the el i
my !,'wth bold oa o thy sense of serenity. Sell-paty, that \:..I'.Z||-|..-|J[ perssteal kilker e’y bt
to shake. | stay up like that each might |"'m there and while the chantio g and r‘“"—""“‘uﬂ"

the best bme of year i my hose 6
very litile screaming, [a o pler
a1 was serene, the pemme
eus and les to me, my e

my head doeen't shut up, its volume
which I'm graseful
Anolber reason I'm proud of my mother? She knows her peighbors. We g ke
Y mother | sl Kngiws B IC1E 3
Bpartmienls and kepl b ourselves iy ¢ er Liyeiead

- egands to our community, Now my miath
:lmplﬂ See, “::':! knows the people thal she lives among. The people scros the o by

the afternoon of Chris ] " cimdow and

1l : tmas Eve end [ look out the wip

]:d::!’m'_‘:::l?nlbu She it helding his hand as they walk down the street, ﬂh;ﬂ

they're mukin F% in their free hands. My mother has told me about te S
8 00 Christmas Eve bas become somewhat of a tradition there o8 Hi

-3
lcasens. Every once ma while, it |¢_-.-.:51:|I:ld] F

ETR0aT [
“She’s o ﬁ:ﬁm‘,“‘, ; nﬂ:_:-' 8 neighbor, is raising that small boy snd abost ";‘:‘7 .
Though her ane quirk fay mom says, “shie's just an incredibly peaceful, il e

- e dresses ber caty 1p. There are cal houses, cat maniionh #ﬂ

backyerd %
dretzey Eumﬂ:;:::? boyfend has made. She buys dresses ol gAraEe "'lﬁ e

Wornan heraelf there i.n'll':‘l even in frilly dresses and bonnets, arc as cakm an]

Tedem |
place 1o ndm :m!:l:m‘h; Arms her finds 047 Ll
s 18 admi ; ' She sometimes brings o

el ""':l"fﬂlllmu.md.“'w assionally & cal in o new outfit. She resenily H‘!‘"'-'

hm.u: ¥ Y mom oohed and ahhed sppropriately. She 1old iy @ 'ﬂ‘"

,'mmﬁr:mrm“'i"ﬂ-ﬁlt:n:m,-ﬂumcwh' s
- And her son, i

M’*mhhm Sgﬁ?wﬂﬂml]rlhmhafh:r : 'f“'w

"fﬂmﬂghh E UK with her son. H,m,um-,-;mﬂlﬂlﬁ' yes!
- $he walks mound with, She throw him a birihday party 149!

- |/

Larry walked over w ith a present and a salad with tomatoes and cocumbers from thear gas-
dea. the kid eame barrelling out of the yard snd gave him a big bug. “Hi, Lavwewy|™ he
cxelnimed And when he saw the bowl, "Oh boy, tawadT” She scems 1o be raizing him with
lave and i1 shews. no five year old can (ke geting excited over 3 goddam salad

& it's the allermoon « [ Christmes Eve there on obd Hialt Smlwhm End
heex som are walking up o am the sireel Say what you wand about Chrisimas, bt today s
the dey of tradition and ritual they have small packages, gifts W their neighbors, in their
hands and they go from house (o house, delivening them. Mom snd Lary have been expect-
ing the woman and ber son and they have gifls o pive ms well For the woman, two sets of

iowels, ope of them appropnately laden with cals decorstng 8 Christmas tree. For the lod, a
pwealshit, & pami set, 8 truck. The packages look besutiful
They finally make o 1o our place and we're there 1o groct them. My mom was

right, the woman i Bl exu
derwn & few beats and take & breather
8 our package, wrapped 10 nbboo and co
exclazms " Worw! i

sunedt, & Peeeinets that makes your hearl show
are shecked and suprised when, sfier they hand
odl, we have packapes as well. The lod
endd hum hiz gailla. We stand out in the davewny for & few mun-
ng some of that peace that'd been clusive for 5o
hese people. My [nends and | seem 1o live so fast, it's nice fo
= moment. |"ve never mel these people bul have beard aboat
theen, and | just want to watch then = Lhere
They gei ready o leave a e boy gives my mom & hug, then Larry. Then he
locks st my mom while pointing st me and sy quactly, *Can [ give him o hog, 1eo™ And
Just icke that, somethang breaks inside me, or mayvbe soenething gets fived. That crowd of
vipers in my head, that always sings out and negates every good thing ['ve ever donc, shuts
Up ia shock. Whaty this? Who, me? Kid are yvou mere? This kid, Me with my tatioos and h
corkscrew hair and needing a shave . |
“¥You sure can, honey,” she savi and he looks st me and smikes and opens bds erms |
hikce bird wings
I comach down nd hug him, this lintle bov, this litile bay giving me ruch a8 shock
with his kindness. Just like that, this little kid breaks my beart. A little boy so full of love that 2
3 :.;:T envugh 1o shire with me and not want a fucking thing in refim. Just fike that, h ==
e me about honesty and passson and living inside the moment. I'm » selfish man, nine
. m:i?ulnflm,hhcn!dn:muth|nLl'u¢m:ujlud d:gpm:iblnrtptrﬂﬂllﬂ-lﬂ"'lﬂd“
O] oy 8. five line between “logic™ and selfishness. It's a dog eat dog punch dog in its face
W o iet world. Much of the time, I fol like I'm not such a great guy and this lad
B 4R &l me with his arms out like be's Superman and he's smiling 8t me.
ol e dmn:umh down and hug him, hismﬂ:lﬂlﬂtmd“l_tmf'ﬂ
e and e | e sperate and sad and mundane one sod the ki ircied me i B 253
W be gave it 1o n:T; ‘uD:h'nE rglinpm et S hﬁﬂﬂ;&
10 $Are for whe ghe m’;ﬂf::ﬂ of a goddam hug. Gave me mine

tmcke They beave and | excuse myself from Mom and Lamy and go into the garage I
o gy - P 80 marvel o that ki, tha family, this fife. Like | 52 ot the begianing.
mﬂ_m:'ﬂ““m“ﬁm:wﬂlmmh,mmmw
wulﬁm%ﬁ“fmﬁuhlnﬁm-ﬂnammmurmmmwnuiﬁq
i “?mlmdwmmmmmmumw
Bit? Yes, 1 was. And did 1 cry a little bit? Yes, 1 did thy
e et Lhis stupid and stubbeen heart. | realized just how often
o the battleficlds of my own insecurites, my own &

wies and Lalk, me m

o wary,

v n-ﬂ f!, L
ik I

"



Life just i, il yosars In nat o ad o wodide ol @ vien nkerE Rt One “"H“H i

vous ikull, they nag out like bombabell

__——-—\_______

I"'m af nxy mam's place for Cluristrnas. She G I"'"'-'-“'. i
ol, soenething 1°m proud of. For all of my pauedo-radical radlings aboug cailalivm, ‘Iﬁ‘l
emabanalim and hall-fonned ideals sbout property, all ol my contradictiong ““g
somenmes gowing up m basements with rodents and wpadery, or wharing one hedroees ey,

mente with & cwrtain dividing our “roonn™, the fsei thai my mother i making howis o3
on her own home sod has & beautifil garden that she snd her boyTriend h.nnﬂm|
own yweat and therr own ime mesns soeneihing 1o me )

And it's Christmas, Chnstmag was probably the best time of year i ey houst
ki, B0 ome dranik o those few deys, theie were g fisthghis, very ke ScTeaming.
where madness and sdidictian was considered norraal, Christnras Wi werene, (he s
breezs between lomadoes. Fach vear Christmas seeniy 1o mean less mod bexs ko me,
madniset and sddiction possibly beginnung io fill the gogr. Or maybe il's just the
lutiom of grewing older Cietting tired. Dusing the fow days I'm at my mom's place, 188
bong afler she and Larry bave Wz ta bed, vitting in the darkened ving room, looking
vones of ealer the Chirisimas lights throw olY the omaments, struggling o amell e
iy youth, hold on o thai pemss ol serenity. Self-pary, that dusnb bui porsivieod kil
Vo shalie, | way up like thyg

; ach night 1'm (here and while the chanting and polso & o
Y Bead doesn') ghi 6P, s volume Jessens, By ery ance in o whily, it leaves eatirely B
which I'my ratefu)

‘.

Asother reason |'m Proud of my mother? She knows her neighbors. We
Rpartmenty and kept. iy gy

rielven in vegauli o o comimunily, How my maiber [Frel
'.F--“ Freet wnd Il"l: Encrwy e People (hat the lives among, The people """"
I.Iumplz See, it's the et nenn of Chirtstmas Eve and | look out ie 'window sl (N
lig I‘.‘r_,- [ ]!Il micibue s The n ||n|du1= hiss hasd ui lhﬂ'}' wilk down the sireel, Hd r
SRR b their free hamds My mother has old me Mﬂ- il
itmas Eve has become somewhat of s teaditicn B 888 .
¥ Beighbor, iy iairing that gmall boy and abosi :
o saye, “she's jug an incredibly pescafl, #'.
: Ye¥ ber cabs wp. Thew are cal bustssiea, ;.;.ﬂll’_-”
drenney by cady g “'-lnﬂln * boylriend has tade She buys dresses ot garage s ]
P The cata, oyep iy frilly dresses and bemnets, sre as calm sl ¥
the ermle of her wrms. She sonetimes brings ber (i over
u:.ur-.-:;uumuu;rlul i 8 ntw ouilil She recemtdy ”’
ing. which cop :’!‘ a1 0shed nd ahhed rproprioiely. She iold my mam.

. wuld be given puch L
W' Just & Chrigtyzg 'b:“m * 1 and then said, “Bot she anly
dreveey, 'Hm :_:"' D:;P'u what you ge | muy (hink af her penchant fiar
ben gf S g K with bher gom He seema to have i

kS aroumd gy Sk fhwew him o berdhday pety

e

by & preserit and @ salad with fomaioss snd cususibers M:ﬂ (T8
LTy walked ovel Wil e ot of U yurd mad gave him » g M.I “Hi, I-l"",|II [
- h.";g :I-.. thie bl O by, arwndl! = Shia sasena o be raising i wiil
il A when he § elting exoiied over o goddam wled
ruile five year old can fake pelling
v e i pbrer B3 LY won of Chnatimas Eve thers omn abd Dsi Strmet sad the wosie sl
daite .H”n; borwn e streel. Sy what you wast about Chrisimss, bt odey b
i v they binve smsll packages, gifls i ihelr neighibors, in sl
dn of tadition i rilual Lhe ih sod Larry have hoen enpect.
= .Illfi go from house Lo house, delivering them Iﬂllh.l‘i’wﬁl P
oy ! her son and they have gifla 1o glve s P
ek LA R ith cals decorating & Chiatmss ee For
» ol v appropeintely laden with
“-th.r“:t; pauit 51, & trisck The packages look beautiful PR i L
i, 8 r
T They finally make i (o o plece nd we'm I]m"hh.;'m lr_-lu.mh
i, ke woman (v plain bl exuding & pEntlesenens, 8 -":nd e mm they hand
Iirrn':lftnrhull-llﬂllll{ i lieather. They are shocked wapi  wal), Thes hild
|.|--.1;|-r package, wrapped i ribbon and colored T, lll:'d'fhl"! rﬁmq P hppenticy
rubaima "Wine] " when we land his his gilla. YWe ﬂ"r r}::ﬂ Furiad g
ei wnd talk, me mastly et and jiud ’Th:{l .;'mmh i IF T T
k at hanging oul amony thess pedple ! ¥ e [N -
F:.,":I;;L:"\::fr"l a part of the imemenl | ;i never met these people but have
e, and | jued want to watcl Ovem amd be ilem Thea b
iy ey pel ready b leave and (he by pives my T :m:m“r“
ookt a mry o while poiniing ol me and sy quistly, ; :.':M That crowd of
el L ghal, something Wweaks inside m::: iyl soanet -'::H “" I've over dove, thits
¥ipeni s my bead, st alweys sings ol e EALEs €LY e
" u:lli:x.h I:'H.u ¥ thie? Who, me? Kid are you sere? This kid. Me Wiy B
wntkagirw hoadr and meedd e @ shave Bt seersh
“Yomt e can, honey,” she says and ha looks a i mnd wmdie s oy
bike bard wifig wach » ihodk
Vermuch down and bug him, this Diile bey, dei linke Thm:”"h'“
with his kindness Jus Jike it thiin Dele hod breaden mry hewnt . Joat Hike s, b
'S gt encuigh ko ahare with me snd not wand 8 l'lt-_i-lﬂl““l I_T'ﬂ-' « nellish man, wine
eaches e about horary Al pansbo and ving imside the moment i
Bex ot of \es, when | do smmething, |'ve u.lnlﬂld.'-hl F::.ﬁllw-:*ﬂ- Ty
bad Iy & fime finse berween “fogie™ snd selfishoes. 11 ’_'h .”Hﬂﬂﬂ
I'H'Iuhlluwlll:l-mlnd H.u_hn:l’ﬂn“m_ll‘-lﬂ'hlﬂﬁh? N
" B 0 o e with hun mrens oul like be's Sipeerman and '-. ‘,"w
| ervch deruen bujg him, his arme are 8 cirche -_‘ﬁ-hl‘ﬂﬂ“-h iy
"2, &0 ffen despesate s sad wnd mundims o sl w‘m‘i“
m‘*' “hen | wns booking for that festing vense of pesce mid
[

and pciwt of hit
g " 0 e b e wimple urﬂn.ﬂmmﬁﬂ'"“u
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p::""""'_'h'ﬂl'lrl. lile hands yons these momen
il g ™ J Tiscking hilariouss and 's up b ol
Fp, o What | did s | whood in that garage
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You think about the memonics you have about this man, yoy thigk of e
ories yoo have and theyre not all good oncs. It would be so good 1o be nbl:l.nmh
ture of heroes and villans i stark black and white, of £ood and evil, of cogfigy ¢
action, climax and conclusion. The hero battles his demons and wins fazy

O, if pot that, ol lcast painl a piciure that allodes 1o the possibility iy
ean serve some kind of a purpose. But that’s the shitter about tragedy in gerentl. ify &
absaltule textbook definition of wastc. To look for meaning in tragedy is like '-l'.i'LﬂI‘-nH
a bus licket in 2 pile of shit. Memories fade and yellow ke photographs and you'r ke
with less than what you had in the fira place. Poiniless deaths are like that The rmde
ness of i is pothing but shocking, a cigarciic buil in the botfle of beer

I will forover emember Enk, my maom's boy{riend, in swealpants s g b
stk t-shirl. AIl of this hangs out in the gkull and the pockets of the heart, old room
i was yesterday, Enik, bald and o beand, & sense of humor boned on sbecadies of self-de

H ool in the “grass, g or s el
wrena rock i Portland :nlhu:_vmuu end eighties. He'd shol dope and drank equils wb

;o - Howm i absolute music fanatic, no doubt. Had an anecdote for every peoa
You'd eare 1o name, Erk wen) 1o Frank Zappa's birthday party once where they g
m a0 ice cream cake shaped Iike o mufTin, 5o big it had (6 be pul in the bathtabefile

. mem{hw* Erik died in the rented room of a halfway house wilh opes
#ores an his sems and shil in his pants.

Rty they spli, be and sy mom. Sl sober, jarzed on coffee and sndis
e ﬁ‘H;:: .I" i wlw' i‘”‘-""“_ berw it siaried, who k:uw-s. why, but be cventas®
I'd hear storics Ellhﬁ.m 1w ’-1"“1-"-11"3 and then dnnking and not being '«mh:ﬂ
0 plsing on . vwine o P<OPIC: him busting o boutle full of whiskey in 8¢

H mﬂ hlﬂlﬁw thai woald listen, “Mever ugﬂu!,r Gﬂ]}' 'UWHE
hﬁqﬁﬂ-'utwmm *gaia and bum up insidc for it And afler that comes 8 e
they need.

lam

:

K

Ashaened of I couldn't slecp, still twitching wilh
from theie Betting beaten an

Ot me s w1 could

listen 10 that shit and walking away £k s

Lorete, I'm not even sick of your shit. I'®

= then biting and deciding (o hang on. People will find it [

Mizps m .‘m A !.m' in the remembrance of moments: FJ:'H'H‘?"""";'Il }
$plil open by g 1y «Tﬁ tired fifleen-year old me afler °d just gotien oy S0 i

fd‘ funning away while the hillbilly’s fricads lnughed #= K
i m“hﬁﬁwhm 5 I blared somie Subhumans I"Wd'm

‘ﬂhblﬂdul}'nmucrbﬂ[ydukﬂd““f" kol R

Whenever he was ofl the dnnk, those bnef (mes, irying his hardest io stay apan
fife. Mo cbligation io, bad he tried Lo anyway. And & phone call lster when :

i 1°d betior sit down. And how he had been having a parieularty hard run with dope
Md:mlmg and how he'd had himeell a bil too much of the needleplay and had died in
.|.|_:d m and had been found o few days later
e ] don"t want to Lay 1t 66 00 thick here, and | probably am. But thai's the whale
point; deaths fike this are ihe opposite of melodrama. This is the opposie of herolcs. I
the u:lul.:-ul. casc of pointlessncss and waste

Just 8 dwindling down and then an ending. Like that

Yellowed phowgraphs, bits of dinlogue i my bead thei singulardy mean noth-
ing b {or whatever reason will still be in my head for the resl of nry lifke. Other bits tha
have blurred mnd run together over the years. Just some guy that wes sround for & while
acd then wasn'L And how we will all know someone like IhlL probably. The rest of us
lefl, wandering on or moving on of walking on or (loundenng through the best we can,
the only ways we koow how

-~ 4
"\ | 32nd Rnd Spring

Fe
L. The kid working graveyard af the Plaxd Pantry oo 215t and Hawthorne wears
hoge pants and & baschall cap turned backwards 1t's four in the moming and bhe calls me
bro I'm there for cigaretics but be looks al me, nodding with the nnspoken camraderic of
one of the gupr, part of the clan who've been known 1o partake in the old wacky-weed
now and thiesi. Given (he hour and the (act that [*ve pot me some red cyes mod the d“ﬂ'ﬂ-
haliing demeanor of ane who's just about njpped oul of his fucking gourd, be figures I'm
8 card-canying member, | puess | could ve told him that is just  byprododt of two gal-
Yons of coffee and loads of slexp deprivation, but the kid never gave me the chaoce. Within
ten seconds of walking in, be's managed to cormal me over 1o onc of the sisles nd is wa-
ing & bag of chips in my face




;‘F‘_&.;:h._ 2 :1"’-.: B r.' v .3.!_ P TR TR i,
- regular chips in if, and Cheelos and 1 S
i mh};ﬁﬁrﬂm across the bag, as he nmnufmw Popceny »
B W B ietvally looks protty grom.” .
i m.mﬂﬂjum “Yeah, totally “E.:' Just funmy flyy they s g
Munchics. Like how much more obvious can you get?
And be's right: MUNCHIES! are indeed blasting scrows e 1P of fhe Hh I
i some odd font, meant, [ guess, to convey excitement. Or a1 least munching iy
Mﬂ-ﬁmﬂn}; [ prety moch just came in here for smokeg ™
He Tooks al me sidewnys, a glance that lets me know that he Loowy thy I'n
obviouly pow off the leam, that my membership card has been rovoked Withenf g
w'md. hmhﬂ behind the counler and sells me my smokes | “tﬂd‘; Ifh:n
& commission oa every bag of MUNCHIES sald
Fwalk out end the smell of ancoming spring. hidden by momhs of
cold Portland nighls, hits me in # faco like a sweet hammer Spring's coming, s ity rigy
o] there, pentle and stroy all al cnce.
il Lfeel good, walking bome to my basement room right at the cusp of momisg

bl

S

-_
e e T ——

It's yuet me and all the people scaticred around on graveyasd shifls and the car theives, The I|
Strects ane slent and the lights are oot | start (o dream, just about, standing upnghd ! ;
*ﬁi‘m [l'slmnﬁ:g. hﬂn can flood through me in an unslant, and it does exdy i
that, nght then. Somewbere betweer the cluropracior’s office and the comic book shap,
hope comes {looding through me like the tide '
2 | Ive i the basement of Caslle Grayskull, there on Hawihome, belad de {
pizza plsce. At night, whea I'm ot st Maya's place, | stay awake and walk up and down [y
ﬁﬂhﬁh&rgﬂhmhﬁ,g{mm when [ lived alone, Or when [ was cightess, [#
fiflcen, 1en Wolking among the rooms of slecping people, trying my best to be gt f

Nightinc is a balm, 2 time for calmess and plans that, s leasi right then, are sheokly

mﬂﬁ"_‘“"‘mﬁmlﬂd!h: buzz of electric light and I'm through Thee £y
i3 really very litle more 16 ask for

a dafin of our lives, 8 B
ll’w;mefh;u:ﬂgp:tmﬂﬂrﬂm?w
Mnﬂu'ﬂinsﬂhlpickulm-*ﬁk'ﬂ:;.ﬁ
that come into ber backyard & ML
Hﬁﬁub:muhmlhﬂﬁwi.ﬂ
managed to siop the bleeding by wrappmE
& = Ml
0 the radio on Sepuember 12th, the day A TGy
.-“llﬁll:u‘n:-nimuyinanﬂﬁﬁ" Bt
the evening talk show call people from the ML e
1Y movth drop open when one of them 315

Just poing to tum thear kids o litle monsgiors
Amenicans.”
How these disemibodied voices in the might, layered in

#abic, can be i
dasgusting, just voices and words eoming out of the air. And the SR mlm:!s:

“Jﬂlhﬂd.mummdm

from hearing somcone clse oul there, br cathing and ﬂxlklhg T g o
it's also a testamient 10 our differcaces, and bow same people can make you wand iy jum
punch the fucking wall sometimes I

Radios; bookmarks or Mags, as much ag arything clse

| The Bevengs 0f Taco Boy-

When [ was in an school in Seattle, [ lived in one of the nices urban sections
olihat town, and [ was sl scared shrfless The big crty and all that Bal, ool io totally cu
myscll down, there were o few moments where courage presented itsell Possibly dise o
the false beavado of alcobol, or maybe some timy litthe blossoen of sell-wonth that right
out of high school and thurst inio the Liberntmg and okl warld ol “college freshman, ™ was
fightinz for soeme breathing rowm. it docsa i really matter, The point is, [ can cont on iy
hands vihere I've motherfucking-A., ane hundred percent, boy-howdy stood ep for mysclf
&nd my own inherent Tight to act like o fecking idiot, and the night where | inconsed &
redunid and longhaired grunge-rocker enough (o chase me outsids of a walk-up Taco Bell
8L two in the morming is one of those times. And what about the camradenc and scosc of ]
blood-lust and brotherbood 1 felt when myself and three of ary Friends went hunbng for
that grunge-rocker later that night wilh various baves on our heads and & batfle-cry in our

ready o lall, or ot least spologize for being & dick? That's eae af my most chier-
1ghed memories

I'was iving with Alex, who started this rine with mc, n Scaitle An apariment

there next to schioal, nght there on Cagutol Hill. Alex’s friend Jeremy was visiting
i one of my Favarite things about Jeremy visiting was his peneromity; the beer ﬂn-d
HSke Lap water and CIEETEES just about flew into your mouth when Jeremy was visiting.
This particylar might, the night known as The Revenige Of Taco Boy, Enk, the battered hi-
te old st 25, was visiting too. Between the four of us, the beer bottles clacked
=d cracked together like thunder, smoke huny from the ceiling like 2 moss and inbetween
Quelling Y incredible urge to throw up o6 the table, | felt remendous hope, temandous
JOY At beinp there among thass fine people
e was a Taco Bell right up numgmmwmmﬂi“ﬂ'uﬁ'-
Staved open laie, two or e am. What's more, in an spparcal attompd 10 eorms
0 druaken idiots burdencd with the munchics at such a late bo, this was 8 walk-
for .y 120 Bell. You just walked nahmmm:nimdﬂ#ﬂiwmﬂuﬂ
_"’"dlbmmld-nmu-hjmrumrw rmduwiaﬂﬂl?’“’“ﬂﬂ
%m-&whn.ﬂmnbddaﬂﬂdl.ﬂluﬂlﬂmmm“' =4
ﬁ“@"hmﬁmmmmurmmww e [
the gify o sendlemnin

P, — i

: When Alex and 1 arrived distunation, my dnankences bad pot subsidod coe
E"%;:ummmmrmmuﬁumwﬂh
H‘?m“mﬂhﬂdmnnhwmmmﬂﬂflm!m
= Mhing, mars intonica ted. | Jeapt into the hall open ordering wind




ﬂqﬂ,mﬂm&nﬂtﬁm Bell employee with 1 gl
hﬂmm;ﬂ&nﬂl,mﬂt“m Iwa joc AL bregy,
i ich his M Jock Kids with bascha)) ind, ® 4
B oty i long hair and culoff shorty yppr® 5
hr wanis his (acos M'“:Ih Y uc had all ]:I||!£'E1l varois boxes on our heads snd were gh i
. '.Ihﬂlw Ilfﬁm_i scemed to have struck up a fricodship of ¢ sirect, ready 1o fight thise three kids il we could find then l;mmﬁ o i Soor cusi fhe, 1N
there in the middle of the night. Alex just hung out there while | weay _di-'ru.,_ Wiiling o g B atleast balf an bour before, but we were on drunk time _,,,:1 L]n P 10 fhoee ks ed ok
Mwhﬂh!ﬂimﬂﬂ They talked about stupid stufl whjle ‘-AI and i : por 50 much ungs like that cease 1o mat. -,‘
w‘dmm X and 1, ub, ju & We were o sight, shuflling down the street in the dead of : 1
l'mm_gﬂndtﬁ l_.ﬁn'l came, and it sppeared hat he was I' ing 1o light cigarctics. Alex was Labait’s Boy, the {.J:di::-iur: be 3 ,E“Hm' laughing snd ury- |
s iy i with then ehill thy waice. Thee my g - 1-% 8] bis bead,the two siots of the handic serving as i o ofthe 12-pack fitied over. [
“dlhlﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬂﬁ'suﬂ Then my order ahe o % e £ as his visor Jercory was Bud W &
ayu later, Taco Boy,” the other frat lefs.u i CAME and Afuy B [ :1.&:1 Was SELIAG DUl unk s head was prenty big and be npped the b TSI
bug, trailing a few paces behind Alex idag | Hispecied & Enik was Mr. Collee Man, the box perching precanously oa b P g S Y
| took While my feeling of iarimy Taco Boy, the Taco Bell bag as soug on my sk Fai i S e L of course, was 0
& supEnonty may b [ ] - 1l as Strawbe
= M]mﬂ : o e o] wer ek alrs my Shoncake's bonnet We L |
L“I“' m nothing at all to thess three kids. and i 1= my £ i 4
address me in such & manner was inappropriale, § 5, and T felg that for gy L ] We made our way 1o Taco Bell in 8 wea
brut thiee ; opnale, sure, | was the obnox p BJ picfilcinal ; e caving and mad line. We leanc :
oS, hl_nﬂmd Tl ious drusk by ® gle file in a line againgt the wall, around the comer from the cancd vy Sise L 4
bl battle against litthe old me, who could hardly cml-.J.T II-L:‘ nlences, engoged i g yer. "L B plan ol attack. We just kept laughing serving window, liprag o (§@
M%‘mmumngm m&,t k -l \!I wiasn 'L right | S20p il ] & IIHII_' senousness, | remember this moment best d -
kept walking. nowing 1'd stepped following hin, .. prood of oll of us night then; that burning of youth. Frien H as dumb as it is. [ really was | ® .
) al ; 1] it can fecl ol bmes, was nghil e w heart h dshup, as silly and gossamer-thin
stared] firee of i} wntil > B re o my heart. No shit and f : -
hughty tone reserved for talki . mally the big grungerocker . on the streets, accepled me for who [ was st anc for real. Kok, Whe Bad el
Hl.lung o h.lg,! s g I“P‘d i & ha 1 was and would nearly be be 3
“Yeah, maybe | should. Or mayhe ants, “ (o cal your food, Taco Boy™ .. : Aot ten blocks from where we were that night 4 } A 4 Soui by .
H“uﬂ‘w hfu:l?m'l should just go fick your mom some m“';_ ;l. the comer, crouched down low like o punslinges might, Dinally lcaped out from arund J
mouth almost g ¥ -y = =
H,ﬂ lm- . ‘;wwwg ]";;:::i;:f?ld IL » Coflee E'-‘[u:::‘:;.nr' he screamed, “made !!u“ of Taco Bov. show vourselll | ..'. i
i hl‘-hmtllly | managed 1 loak bﬂ:k::;:LT ] I._s heartbeat and | spun ad l.. We all "]L“I:]h;cr:l to avenge his good name!™ ~ : % " ul
brows and his face was beat red, his o a o R \
Yo mﬂ' in conceniration andfor rage. His has 8 0 [ ] The T
1 was cackling wildly, he r rage. His hair was a waving aco Bell was dark. It was closed. Th 4
 the Taen Bell bag still in my hand. A waving [x R " ] g rﬂt‘?;:ﬂ}' We walked past ||:n:|:l:': 1I.:IL-II|~1I::-||"L-IIL P e ..
of the girls ¢ i
.'. g e grls called out, “Hey, boxhead, vou gl a cigarctie’ .' |
I
LA . o 8 T y
: *
4

o)

L ]
.

..-

o

. Chnstmpg g,

' a“”“ul}' Fifteen m'::m it ry mom’s place, one of the few times a year thal [ s

0 e o hing, sick | e ox averyone amives, [ am slready wlwwmn;]-r

b . T, i orbing o o oo jokes. T Longhins S ST R

s 1 80t them, thers's o shovwn us that i it's ol the niggers it's the goddam A-
enough Jap and faggod jokes 10 1l in any awkward sieoce

And fhy,
:‘::“d-|'I1m..,,.,,._Ir * the Killer right there, the part ihai | can never fully get my head
nh':wh My I-““;""“' is. How simple it is, bow jovial they are. They're
b Mmmmlnmm-udhm‘1pndﬁnlﬂ’ﬂ
scans can’l alTord guas

8 simple g, |
'Hﬁmm.hmmr niggers and the Mexicans
People, mwy family. What tiny walls we have, paper thin somelinies. | kook




e caen and women, growing old and older. | can bear their concer g
l*ﬂhfh-'ﬂﬂhlﬂd jgnarance and in both of these, | can see myselr Ft::;“h"
amca he e soomysell. And I doa't know which part actually an there,

me

their or my own melgﬁ: (hat cl:r1l||:n|_~; af what ihey laugh ang o
s 8 sasedly slight, arc inside mc as we
Mmhﬂhﬂdmd And what's left 15 a sense of dispuss whike for
ﬂﬂmﬁhﬂmﬂbﬁmﬂlﬁg of a comfort; in a world that small, jt's CAY 1o hyye

ings catalogued and everyone filed away properly.
things And [ can't ket it go and 1 ean’t get past it How do you reconcile stspidity wig
Mmh[ M 1hus? w‘hal_‘j}'m do :.'FIII.I furn (o in l.:lr'l:!.'l' o place flﬂlﬂﬂﬂhhq
for this? Who was the leacher that lnugitl us this? How far back do we ga? Who's faher
and mother da we look towands Lo point a finger at? And what's the point of evey
mﬂlumﬂm what's my responsibilty here? lsn’t that the question that
oeeds an ancwer?
. .. hwm&t"li\'ﬂg room, there's my family. Close (o each other, immersel
ll.lkw'ﬂfﬂﬂl pliee's lives, The very blood of my blood. And the last question
Fask myselfis when have our hearts and brains, and that blood. become too old or timd
fo leamn or listen 1o anything new?

TEZAA Fines labsoaan M. S L o 0F M.l | eEmEe—
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Tho Compaitox
| |
P h_.;_.e‘_n@zmﬁm 3 B

Byt

e % inlentions nnd worst of deeds, right? We have all been#

| fhaivtong ﬂn.;.hmu t.mmﬂ up on 15 years ago that [ heand that it
| ? ” up with shi| and that we i'.m“d. that onie that made our heads bl
l * WO 0t cassed ““llﬂB:-:d sing out, all that melodramatic stull) F
' SRt and tmy ey, i 1 Y I God W trust, Jnc. The ink ¥
5t Good lord, i g D 10 sk her boyfriend if ] was
S forward & copple yers <o O Sh grad in a small lown circa 197
Ti Yoo, culy _hr!h schoal, a beatied and rhum
and fecling less-than the punk rock kids io &2
somchow, that | had written those so0g% T
85 This stufT filled my veins and walked with

of my own, some kind of
* Bd Felt the chords, g testament 1o my i0¥°

wwL

hﬁlum
g Tﬁbﬂf“““mm:}'mduwﬂmhndumthﬂlmﬂﬁhm-
They ey Ing two s0ags vi thoir friend's 8-track the night afler | tnitilly talked
H""‘Fﬂhﬂim{ B copy urthmpthmﬂllm-‘ﬁ

|

wanling 50 bad 1o feel a part of somethng
S0 | was going o pul oul a cassciic comp and give the proceeds o the local

| ghelter. And 1 really did have the best of mtenbons, man, Cassetis comps, in
rock circles a decade ago, wore still cool; they were 2 legitimate format. CDs would
be bursting onto ihe scenc in a fow years {and a lot of you probably remember the debate
hose molherfuckers sparked 1o the letters pages of various anes), bul were bardly amy-
where io be found at the time
And so 1 set about petting bands together, Through that first volume af BYOFT.
l::'ld bands that other i'n.md;: '.'n.:n.rl:l ru-.':'-_1.mr=n::u.1, elc, [ £Eo a prelly mice Listing together
Nowadays it would have been a pretty shitty comp, lots of genrehopping and that lovabile
increase and decrease in sound quality that comes with mixing good studio-recorded stuff
4-4rack stufl and live songs all together onto & tape. But ten vears ago, kad, thas shit would
have been hat
Spithoy pame me pomussion Lo use ther s0E "Sﬁmusf:,;" off of ther first
demo. It Iater pot put on Ebullibon’s (iive Ae Racl comp LP | somchow managed over
the years L::. lose that .d-:ltm, and almest everythung else that bands sent me for this proj-
ecl, mlf;:‘g Iir!.:u: u:i;:;mc ;J !._"“:':'. |;.L-:_;-.1.! regred m the gut when | ponder it
e from s they didn 't have any new siufl, bot that | could -
thing p{fnl'a::_v af their records. | listened 1o “John Wn}n: Was A Man™ 1u1|w:s}“:bl:li.
mt;:f:!z:‘iiu::i#:ﬁ:LN BCCUT :;!I:*L .‘.|'|]-;_! Eﬁiﬁwyﬂim ame, so of
: oing 1o po an ib (My first e %, would [ater
tover that song live, The aciual musicians in the band were continually getting lost in the
SonL structure, never sure haw lang they were supposed (o play a certain chord, and 1'd
always forget a lot of the lyrics, 5o I'd cither end up repeating the one or two verses | could
Eﬁ}:’? u:-n:r mnd over again or scream oul something retarded like “Uh, fuck you, Jobn
y “;n p_::,_ Joooum! — Mothing like a five minute long version of a song that was
w' mhwh e a munute and & half .I still eringe when people play one of our tapes o me,
¥ manages to do every six months or so, thinking it'll be hee-lanious )

-‘

were on 11, but | can’l remember what they sounded

idn




actually the camp mass-preduced. | guess | just ligwed my passion
all) lﬂﬂl;ﬁmbﬂ' the sound quality of thewr stull was awiul and | wh“lﬂll’d_m for iy
patting them on the comp at all. e

id only had their 7" out on Lookout out al that time, gng t]lrgm.“m

m'llﬂlﬂlhlﬂ“rm Tim Amnstrong came ofl as a nice guy. | remenmber
bow he asked me if | was in @ band and when | told lum aboup the Bulemic
it was great and said thal we should come down and play Gil

kin it in my checkered panis and Misfits shurt and drawing skulls wigh oo

uqfﬂu-u}wm an the back af my nolebooks. Touring o Califormg — really

quite in the cards.

I called Andy from the lustigatos (an amazing, melodic and political punk hued i
| from the UK that even today 15 still totally underrated) a1 6 i the mOMming my fime and
even though | could hardly understand a fuckmg thing he wes saving. due to his oo, BoH
my noryousness and a tomble conneclion, he relented and senl me aciual Instigaiey

records that were pretty rare, in the Stales, anyway (And ves, | managed o lose or sell
those fuckers, too, God )

He also sent me a (ape from another amanng UK band, Frogs OF War, and i
that ] had permission to use stull of theirs as well They were w0 w0 pood, and that tape i
0 50 ponc now. | can still picture all of these casseites 1n my head; the writing o thas,
the labels, the handwriting, and theyre all fucking outts here, they "o all pone, every Lt
‘onc of em,

]thd to call Adam from Jawbweaker a few times, as he kept saying he'd send
Ilﬂ‘—m,lllﬂﬂlm mfﬂmﬂh‘. but he eventually relenicd and sent me o live ver
-!nwnf"‘Bim" from Gilman that was fucking mncredible. Losing the tape of hat s
isstill anc of those things that make ¥ou just roll your eyes at the heavens and curse you
own stupidity. At the end of the song, Blake mutters about how that was “probably the
'-mlhmvmn{ﬂm:mgut'rcw:p]qnl"

Tm? Strange from Strawman was an incredibly humble man. 1'd gotten har
u“’,ﬂﬁ“ﬂﬂ-h{ﬂﬂﬁﬂwwu tally jazzed on them. | remember ssying, my b
e voice quavering with hero-worship and puberty, “1 really like your band.”
_Hﬂmf_‘m'lhﬂmwmk'lwd him 1°d like to use “New Rome™ &

r““‘ﬂ?lﬂﬁ'hdh:nidil was fine

__ And e more, but | can't remember them In retrospoct, almost all of B¢
.'ﬁfm'"'.“mmhm (or would be released eventually), bot for 8 T,
: ilﬂdﬁlstwﬂd’uhﬂ:nmﬁghﬂgm_ a
e R

e 4 game, the ane that was goana make me a part off finally
et UL 8t pctored out o it T was & twos-inning ball player 30 L iwl
through a shitload of kids are putling 00t PRS0 o
SO cone™, 1
st o TR

Seal by il
: . 18 Street wig, B
h]ﬁkhmﬂ[hw thought | was alder than [ really was, af the time, | wag gy it

iq o ] BxE . R
But | wrote this all down for a reason
Ten years ape was o world well belore press packets and cight by ien proeno
jes. This was a time when the people that wrole the songs that [it you on fire were:
podnng but & leiter away. We wore so much less profexsianal then, just ﬂyﬂ:; iy
the seat all pur collective nsses. Mayba the pood old days sucked in o Jot of ways they
did, bt 1 for one miss the porsanal touch. | remember pages and pages of classfcds in
old issues of MovimumBocknRall People trading records, wanting pen pals, selling rines
Mow cach issuc has, maybe, about hall a page or so | miss those thank you leticrs that
came when 1°d order 8 record. Mow we get cmails that say, “Here’s a link to the label that
did our recond, you can buy more mench there.™
And 1°'m smart enough to know that our sharpened business minds have led =
pway from petting burned by dumbass kads putting out records (or, uh, e comps) that'll

w

never come out, and that's a good thing. 1"l be the fist 1o admit | was a Nake: big dreams,
big plans. A lot of potential. But it's also lead © a resurgencs in cymiciem, oo, | mean,
come on, there's no way you can lell me with o straight face that this reblossoming of hip-
ster [ashionsen and rehashed rock end robl bullshit rn’t 8 byproduct of that cymicsm. Ji
goes hand in hand with that awareness ol marketing. Cool stage moves, perfectly coiffed
bedhead, five-record contracts, we've succesafully miergrated the mock star back into
punk

And plumately, things will keep moving on. Maybe not always forwand, bat
trends will came and go, bands and labels will get bupe and then dwindle and bam, bat [
tunk, in some ways, we're really reached that point where there's no tming back. |
mean, [ ond of think thet it°s alf become like thal old tape comp [ wanied io put ool we
have had some goddam great and amanng udeas over the past twenty five years of 50, and
al umes, we ve [l cach other up with this sense of connection, this buming, this passion
and this blind, reschung-out-to-hold-onto-something sort of hope, but ultimately we
crapped out hal fwmy through and stepped oul the easy way.

’ Westport T
this story; becuase when Adam chopped the bird's head off with
*mlhmmiﬂhrwdwqmlhnmmm- '




i P =)

I lived at Alex’s Bouse, the Flophouss, and we had a band. | cag' 0 .
how bad it was, but | played and sang at the same lime, 50 3t was probably Predty had
hﬁmwmund in foam and smelled ke pym class, 1t was Pai lhm . The
remember, when Adam came barrelling in, waving at the three of us W siop Fllrmmw: 7

stopped (it actually probably sounded ke whea we icd o cad a song. [y
instruments and one voice all pelenng out roughtly the same me but not exactly )
"Ibcﬂ.l’ssmﬂ-ﬁﬂ“'@h“ﬂ under Alex's bed and | nesd ¥Ou puys '-'Jhﬂp:u;
| it outl”
et I"ve always had a problem with cats and | gucss, mitringically and beeause of 1
this, with nature. Cats are 50 cute and cuddly and fuzry and adorable, unless you're g bipd.
Then they 'l render you immobilized but ahive and Loy with you for two days 'ﬂﬂtﬁcy
ﬂnﬂ?'ﬁiﬂdlﬂlﬁlﬁﬂg}m ?ﬂh, rﬁﬂh, | kl'l-ﬂ“:, “That"s the natire u[‘“imy“llﬁluﬂl-‘
but ] personally am pof into just leiting cats do what they do with mice and birds and what-
not, net if I'm around (o do anything. g
S0 the three of v, Mike, Toad and myself, walked mio Alex"s room with Ades
Alex was fishing and was hardly ever home and the cat, that conniving bastard and men- I
acer of birds 1o dumb to know any better, was staring hard at us, pissed that we, lowly
humans, would have the nerve to interfere with his fun. It took two af us o lift up thebed,
one 1o kecp the cat away, who was hissing and yowling, and one to slide a newspaps
under the halfdead bird, then place s bucket over the op of iL We debated about where o IC
take the bird, then decided 1o take it out frond, near the power lings so it could just suoop
up and fly away, 1o live to chirp another day and, bopefully, full of the wisdom of trying
1o sty the hell awmy from cats
It's funiny, we actually thought the bird was just going to [y away is soon a3 we
lifled the bucket up. You know, like it was going o say, “Cheep, cheep! Claws? What
claws? Fangs in my neck? My good sirs, whal in the world do you mean? Whry, thank yod
3l for rescuing me; | fcl absolutely capital and really must be going! Toodles!” We all actu- “j
{4 slly jumped back when Adam lificd the bucket, s if there would be a victorious ot of
feathers and a howl-like shreik as it knifed through the sky. bl
Adam lifted the bucket and the bird just Laid there. We all stood around. The
45 was breathing and my own beart brightencd a little bit when a wing twitched
"I'lt:'!p'nh_ﬂﬂyjmf_mubdan_"luﬂ _ ihe cat siayed
We all decided the bird would be OK, we just had to make sure
away from iL o uhlf* r
nght? <Y '

| So Adam wenl back o whatcver he was doing and we all wenl
|3 % -m'ﬁh'n-hbﬁlwuiuh&myﬂuﬁﬂnmwuinwhﬁhﬁ#ﬂm
) prosbaly just lose intecest and go roll in the grass or go to sleep or something:

2Y be'd probably just forget all about it A
Sl Shit, we were some dumb kids. _ B
S Ten minutes later, Adum comes barrelling in. “Goddammit, the Fucki®®

under the bed again!™ off
' “ﬂﬂﬁdhhhln&mmdmﬁm:u:ﬂlw“’d#;ﬂ |
lifted 5p the bed and the bird was laying in the far comer, mmashed W0y gde |
3 nﬁﬂw.ﬂmmnwmn Fasty

Y s
“Fuck,” Toad sid, ihe wisest of wise men, “ihat bard is fucked up”
“We m'”lﬁl lesve '!l El A stump, |-.I sanud
L “it’s gonna live for, like, two days
wyeah, or the cat'll just come right out here and lomure it some mare,” Mike
.4 We were all prolty frustrated. Nature against The Kids Of The Flophouse, and

: st suckerpunched our dumb litle asses
hﬂiﬂfﬂ,‘d[ what're we gonna do, thenT” Adam cnied

ﬂ “We've poita kill it,” Toad intoned. “1t's the only thng to da ™
} “Not me,” Mike said, right away, like he was expecting it almest
“Me peither ™ ‘
fE “Not me.” .
’
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? We all knew it had 1o be Adam Adam was the ane of the four of us that always
wenl the extra mile when it came to stuff out of the ordinary. He lived on vanious pre-
» ;I":?: drugs that he didn’t have prescriplions for, macaroni and checse, top ramen and
N\ h:'d_‘hmll:b smoked as much as | do, which is quite a bit. When be was on 2 bealth ksck,
i o same orange juice before he drank beer. He shiton a plate once and Rory pasd
Y€t iL Adam was a foul-mouthed little scrawny shil thal had the bravada and
g g Iinﬁa:n-nd for someonc twice his size. But Adam had guts, (oo, something
f pretty sorcly lacking thero on that nice summer day in the backyard of the
opbouse, amid the green groen grass and old shingles we used for kindling, and that
§ e up, still and terrified bird
H f?m. 1d have to be Adam, He, bowever, was not pleased about it
! ::tl;‘";::;g assholes! I'll do it, but you have to help me!™

2 grabbed the ax from the woodpile jod
lq‘ "o lflhel:l.':::u? was silent, exeept for me. | guess the only belp Adam tr-lﬂ,':h right
T i support, some boost from us that what he was doing e

& leaning did 0 help was moan, “Oh God! Oh, shit!” as be went and picked up
B 1 the Birgy E‘:;“l"rmﬂ Girossed out and terrified lhuhcwum“-‘r"""":g
Mhhrw:n‘. When [ think about it now, mﬂln“!“dm.:ﬁ:‘lﬂ
mmu'{_mmlmppumun?ﬂmﬂmmlmwﬂ' j

A : Adam yelled. “You think this is casy?”
Mumﬂ"w and bit a nail. Teasion hung in the air a5 Adans

.q

raised the x and
.

- hard, on the chopping block . 3
V! _&‘lﬂ%m’ thought,  fust don ) fiecking believe this mﬂl‘*
o et th ax it coe o the bir's wingt 84 &8

SLial i o
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“Shut up!™ Adam screamed back, fntic. Toad was laughing disguges
| = ing what clse to do. We were like malevolent gng iefiotie i

) ; s :
aving the best of intentians but probably causing more pain and anguish thag if g ’ T —
e ~ N I RRERBARBRERRLLL. £3: T il
And Adam couldnt get the ax out of the chopping block, He'd brousht it doy i | ; R _
30 hard, it was stuck in the stump and nonc of us could pull it cut. The birg st lay e 4 ‘And alcobol brings things oul in us, certainly, 1t's Seoit’s binthday, and while

the ax stuck m its wing, } ihers cur age arc immersed in that sca -of-sharks known s “professionalism,” and work
Adsm ran over the the garage m a frenzy, wanting to Bet 1t over with, md . [ m:hA’-T-i-ﬂi: hase ever-clusive phantoms “class” and “carcer” mnd “fashion,” us lids

.ZFMMMIM.MM&M in addition to the ax to break apart partscilanty gy I . Cacle Girayshoull stick (o the Tamiliar I"f:'m.l in & CAR. hl:.ﬂi'l{.'l"l'_'i:l.ﬂ Ae Lidien s
) sices of wood, the ones gnarled with knots. He raised it above s head, “lmilbéni i s Aamting (albeit terrifying) scnse that we I sull be dnnkmng shatty I:nn‘ “}::Im
that poor old fuckered bind. Mike managed another high-pitched “Oh my God™ sund . ; * | the kitchen an Scolt’s 30t Eu_nh-l.r_.-, and his 35th, a.nd P“]hﬂr-;;m ,
“"ﬂh m&:.mq SR dop Cryes movic that it was coric “-“d-""dimlnqh I (P Thic people that Live in this house, and the ;x-.:pl.;l-lll:h.il 'm;l:_ \:l:l it's mot :d;;::l_
| friends ’ ] ' 51 I we wihe y there we are now

> RIKY ple folks, it's simply that we know where we ve hecn ARG . . e
. Yes, and neighbors, he brought it down, and this tme, his aim was e " ‘:; a distinet foching that, quite possibly, 1.-.-;1 Il be fﬂ:?ﬁd::: nat & particularly pood
’ f - had feeling, but it does lead one 1o 3 conam S . .

Asa of fact, he brought that mallet down dead center on that bard's hesd !II.] mind o o bon

and my jaw dropped as | saw an eyeball fly out of its shull, completely, from the force of

| the impact. Birdbone vs. old rusty iron and interia do not an even match make: hat that sipnifics he'll be dong some drnkang tonight and when we all go down io play

our songs in the basement we spend more Bme ganng down al um‘uﬁ-ﬂmmlhﬂ wlu-
ally playing them. Feedback screams around us Iike a charus of temified cunuchs. Maya

throws up and Bill gets in & punching match with cveryone : g
‘ Maya and | arc the first (o retire, she’s tred gnd | am drunk The pary 15

—
——
:.._—-—

ng full steam ahead
g I live in the basement, five feet awmy from & drumset and Ao md guitars,
mikes, cven a few keyboards. We are trying o slocp while, d.Z am,
drms, the bass 15 pounding, something and the guitar 5 siquiaw k1B ma::!:t':ﬂl oud
onc is yelling on the microphone and someone is playing the ke yacious
108 all very loud. BEveryane appears (o be rejoicing m the M that for about filleen
ments seem to hive a “Volume Accelarant™ knob oo them Ir's r'll'"_lr had that there's
mintites and then it starts io be not so luniy. In shar ander, the sound 13 50
na way m hell we're ever gomg to be able (o sheep i 1 had
There comes times in a young man’s life where h{mlﬂ*m:m
amived at one. The problem appearcd as such: 1] went out there ﬁmm"“""’u”.
itoff, | would be the big party pooper that ruined cveryoncs fun halls being dropped 8
m“"‘*mﬂmnmp&nm I’ugmmmmm and breaking dows
Plate glass, they ane the nvante garde band M‘:mﬂw :
the barriers of pop musie. Wha am 1 m;u:.h-mmummaﬂ*
:Eﬂ'lm is nlways ruining all our fun,” they Il say
aith sucks,”™ they'll say s i
“If Keith mu'ﬁ.h it, he should get mwﬂﬂ:‘ g
Wﬂ“‘ﬂﬂhmﬂgﬁn?ﬂdﬂdﬂﬁ'm )
g my Christ, the noiss
So how do | get them to stop making all o ruchas and sl
il lodking like an OK guy in the eyes of my peers? oy
f h-wirmmlulm 4 i my has
m_ﬂﬂﬁmmm-qﬂlﬁ N

= Motherfuckers,” | scream, “time 10 get out! &
V1 T've ot get soxme sieep, pet the flack on out! Go upst

; . i A
7ed carcass in a newspaper and (hrew it away -
flying out of i'lhuld;hwh.nnudm'lbﬂ*-"
d glaning in bright color and slowmotion
Y, oF maybe it's just sick, how

'.;l" o § , -
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g,

; ".“I_'l"'“-mﬂlidtmll Otis, his Dixie hat perched on his besd

X

w wokca up by now. -
it ‘ ds Iike a herd of fucking elephanis.” she sayvs
come oa, itim't that bad. "
“Keith, here's sull al over the bed
inp and braying and thumping upstars continges unabaghel

| “What're you talking about?”

iy
-

foot

upstairs, drunk and tred. The next thing | kngy, |
ﬁ"ﬂ' gside and there 15 laugling and braying and h“talﬁ
above our beads. | live below Lhe froot porch ang

s mdjmg]ll::, Mo romping and a MT“':;

I rde wheol-
fhﬂll" i P .':.!| I.IT':: :

k

litesally caving in the ceiling ’
dragging my ass weanly up (he st
Was something. On the front porch, five of s& #5q%

over and eyeing the ground like a vulture ready ¥
He is perched Iﬂuifc wheelchair ot the lop '?'m"ﬁ.”d!
hmrﬁﬂ: hisi lead bouncing around like "hﬂ“w
rm‘d‘“"ﬂﬂ!ﬂm He slams hﬂﬂmdﬂwﬁ
OFthe airs and it's no wander the floor i,mmm“: '
& down them. 1 waich for o momesl, l
'ﬁlfmm the floor is caving in and they have mn’,,
‘hwladsnnmujplmmmwum""

.]m:m.jjg[nrwﬂﬂi“'hﬂﬁ

10 cheek: the mail and thers is a large bole 8827
fnsicde the house. [ fooks Iike Otis rode the 5631 1
o day, | remember, Insido the hole in the WE oy
BEnts und un emply: can of Pabst. Just debsued®

e
0 buy cigareites, | remember thinkiné =
thdﬁrmp'ﬁ‘“"’#-'“ :

' Hasoly Time blury things, and it's started to bappen now when | think &

- -‘i..;"!;f']'!fﬁ‘ﬂ.ﬂ-ﬂ'\‘ T A gy n-:r

1, Al seventeen, a day can be lived in a lifetime. And 1ife? Life itself siretches [
out forever and around the comer from forever. Years cannot be measured Like they are
when you get older Time is very much aboul the present, the mundanity md termor and [ 3
repatition of it, or it gireiches forwmrd o the futwe, how meveitable and yet just oat of a* &
reach it scems. At least, that's how il was for me, sting in the Apple Peddler with Farley rl.-
on'a Toesday summer night before thot lost year of high schoal - 'i"

Chnist, Farley. 1 can do an entire book on him alone. That summer waith Farley
15 Iiicred with memaories of packs of cipareiies discarded on the table ke some kind of
calender, puking in toilets, going o partics and hlacking out repeatedly: Farley fighting
and mysell always namowly avoiding them, even when | had nothing but o sick, blank
chalkboard of a brain the next moring, | was temified of people even then. That, amaong
other things, has only chanped marpmally since | was a kid.

That was the summer | started smoking for real, sneaking cigareiies from my
mom's carton on top of the ndee. That was the surmmer | fell in love for the st Gme
That was the summer | sull didn 't lose my Virganily, something that Iﬂg'l.ltd muast be like
4 neon green colored borthmark burned into my Mace. And, mayhe most importanty, that
was the summer Farley and | almost literally stumbled scross Richard, end the summer
we met Uncle Harold

There is not a whale lof to do in a coastal surmmer town in Onegon. It was still
cold, due to that wind blowing off the sca, but we'd blufT it and go pet tanked al the beach
anyway, runming from the cops ar trving o bullshit our way throwugh it when they came
down onto the sand for the nighily interTogations. You cm pel drunk, attempt o gel M
fuck with tourists down on the beach (One summer afiemoon, Farley and 1 went busing
down at the waterfront in front of Ripley's Belicve It Or Nod, the wax museus In [own
that brings ot of towners forthright like bees an hancy, me on guitar and Fariey oo bar-
monica. We made something like $1.67. 1 sang the oo song we'd writien for the eveal,
over and over again, about Keiko the whale, who was a carrent member of our commi-
mty, howsed in al] his depressed and Noppy-finned glory at the Orcgon Cnﬂm
dcross the bridge. We played it over and over again, and | remember 002 i

12 Wraparound Oukleys and sunbumed logs physically dhrowing a dime at me. We actal
""“"""‘hmlngtr.} ’

2 w=“‘ﬂﬂdspmdhums-t|hczl-bwplmc.lﬂﬂﬁ=m“m
Ij:l'ln"""“l nmer |asted forever and we spenl 2 Iulﬂfil!lh:lt..dl_ inking mﬂm_ [
& \stening to the locals flirt with the old waitresses, watching “ﬁlw 2
lined the p. who'd graduated years ago try and hit o the highschool girls. Fake § g

bootls and Farley did a tick where he could light the pawdared G !

g i o, iy i e 2228
: we : re’s.

I"“‘““mlhuﬁdewhh“m s el

the sidewalk, haves

Etation on his knees.
He was one of those men that inundate you with

mﬂﬁﬂhﬂrmwmmmmmw

1. T
DA



BB mcoting you Two kids, middo of the night, he's laying there and within twg g,
know his name, that he lives with an guy even alder than him (“] take capp n“"f we
h BB him out”, was how he'd put it) and that they'd been on a threeday vodka iy, iam,
| 4  culminsiing in them arguing and Harold, the onc that actually lived mﬂnpmjmﬁl‘}:%
| fy l:l'luﬂl_ B Com
"\.r “Gnﬂnﬁmkingnqswshndm:dmm the sl i what :hf-'_'r did ..Im
Fll:l?} p\-:him.ndm-llnd handed him his lighter. And then they dragged Lum ]:L"I;
::ﬁ::‘n. never armesting him or booking him, but always $aying 00 if he asked ifhe
And that's when we found him, baving just said fuck it and crawled oy o tid

knees. .
. “You boys got money for a cab? I'll be ble o pay you when | ged hon
I have time 1o get sy goddam fucking wallet, you know ™" We called quﬁ cah .:m:}:;
over (o Hwh’:dw Two mnﬁ:: and a drunk, busted up old man
; p Richard up the two flights of stairs snd it took Haro -
answer Richard's pumdmmd bellowmng ot the door. Farley sctually said 1:11:-:::?::
doa't worry sboul the moncy, it's on me,” and we were getling ready 10 leave when o v :
mmww the door and opened it ; =
- it, Harold, why'd you have to call the cops?” Richard i
way through the door, with the two of us meckly l'ﬂllm'.'mgp e
e Mﬂ:ﬂ?ﬁml was in a run of the mill complex in Newport that had sprout-
nes hn::unky like an invasion of cockroaches during the 70's; an awfel
memmhm :;_-Im eracked and y:llmm-! in the kitchen, a sink that woold dmp
lthﬂumMarm = tlm.lnc.::;,_ll: would have had an sir of loneliness sboal it
: mmﬂ who had lived thicr lives broken and tired all the time and
slight ﬁhmnf ; had lefl an imprint of themselves in the air, oo the walls, 2
i e e e s o
S e :}m'l-h:jxmlﬂfrllmc the place’s cheenness
mﬂh“‘n’ R u::ﬂ;k;\: al.ul H-F:lbur;'.ul :ﬂﬁi‘[l:: §
nll::u'wulfu:ndnrafold.ddhm o R 4
and something going bad in the [reeser %
f

Harold was a tiny, white-haired man ; :

in flsps off hi ‘m‘ﬁ man in an undershirt and boxers. The skin hing
trﬂchﬁimnh;:ﬁ-:ﬂm mouth and whipcord thin. He shook when ho mad the
ous for about 15 seconds, h—‘."’““:’““’"-mmrﬂ-mofurcFMmuhmm'
wounded and Harold gontd £ o 224 that Richard was sill incredibly incbrialed
oY ]ﬁﬁmdnm:mmmrwm with nothing more than a healiby
um‘.MM Whhmlmh},ﬁmpwmng-}w&hﬂ
night, | remernbes, nm.mf““mmuummm.ﬁummm.mmum

' -ﬂmﬁgmﬂ. tnd Uncle Harold talked more.
lising him. Harold paid Farley back for the cab ride, Richard began b
Wl o b3 o call e cope
ey twok our beer, Hypagy o 22 5k OF you yeling at me.”

T i boer?” His voice cracked,

m‘t’;m"bﬂ Harold, | was just trying to gt Yo
said, gty Y0U 20t pissed at me.” had
Mg ..nahﬁﬂlﬂnjumdu.mmxmﬂ a
s --"!'!."""ﬂlﬂl.l’tiﬂel:r||.nuitinpﬁn,mtnlllhillﬁ.m-.’vliﬂi&"’3"'.:|I
Paid the bills, obviously, and that Richard hue 2

5]

king him for a place 1o skecp, food and booze. And that Harold
d. milking him for a place o £ e ] that

Joag &4 E:s::i {;!'ngt and lonclincss and the blur of screwdrnivers sarved in plastic glass-
lh'“,ust got fucking gick of il somelimes )

o, Jus e becn on @ three day vodka binge and Horold pets mean ™ Richard grinoed
and he had coyole teeth, I-think-1"ll-just-help-mysel (thanks tecth. He ashed his cigaretis
inio o sticky glass and started 10 Iean back into the worm cushions of the couch, a couch
that was burnt in some spots and wel th others. Richard passed out. | decided [ didn't real-
Iy like him at all. : _

We stayved there for o while, mostly becsuse | feli thal this man didn't get moch
company, if an}',’ besides Richard the Shark. We lefl, | think, sround five am, dawn just
starting Lo slide in & bat over the townscape

“You boys can come on back anytime you want (o, I'm ahways home ™ Harold
woke Richard up and he and Farley, cach propping Harold up by the arms, helped him into
bedd. Then Richard passed oul again

Being two young and lost, Mcked up kids that were essentially good-hearied,
our time on ihe walk home was divided between loughing at the hilaricus stofl Harold had
soid and feeling siricken with the fact of bow ol he was, a man living alooe o0 a pen-
sion or Social Sccurity, living alans and mutiering drunkenly to two young kads thal wan-
dered into his apartment in the middle of the night. We were young, feeling divided
between laughing and almost erying Almost ten years Later and I'm still there most of the
l time, in that odd half-lit place where you're not sure i all the fucking sadness everywhere

makes you just wanl 1o start bawling or try and pick things up & bit, try 1o light up this
K
1

place in whatever way we can_ | live in that place & Jot of the hme, and [ tos the line
r 3. Over the next year or so, Farley and 1 would go over 1o Harold's. Somctimes

between the two
Farley and | walked o our respective homes that moming, buzzing with plans
10 go visit Unele Harold again, dawn and the smell of sea air all around os. The ey of
gulls in Newport in the moming and my cigareties sure as shit did taste sweet back then. B
togcther, sometimes alone, The place was always filth-piiched in one way o another, a5
Hamld, we found oul, was in his late 70%s and obviously had seen betier days. Stﬂl,l'll’_ﬂ
Bever a5 dirty or as mad as that first night, with Richard and his sprained ankle and his
vodka binge. Harold kept it up as best he could, when be was sober. .
We'd sit on the couch while Harold roclined in his chair, sipping 5048 pop
smaking cigaretics, asking us if we'd like any pop. We'd smoke voraciously =
Were over there, clouds of smoke hanging against the cealing like moss. H.ﬂ::
"etired schooltvacher who'd lived his entire life in Washingioo. His danghier Aver
;?Fﬂmd but never came around; Harold was one of those wms‘hﬂﬂﬁﬂf!u'ﬂ
PS through the cracks and Hived their fives in the margins, in Quit 00S i SPEEREES
dﬁmmﬂwmﬂym,lmlmm-ﬂﬂdmw :

i his

h,an:]:mE’hlh' Thanksgivi dinner that year, brought it over o
|@"‘""‘IM mm&”;n;.hﬂdmv;n;mm.ﬂnmﬂt_lﬂl:. P
;?;Eiwﬂ‘rfm woeks or so, irjmmmu.dmﬂﬂhlh «
M-Iﬂ“j'?_:;u was usually just Harold and his Parlaiments "

Speaking 1o this man about books, or my zioe of the hisiory
::Ihlﬁohng' mammmmwnmwwﬂ
hmmmm‘ﬁmﬂd}tﬁﬂuﬁmlﬂhﬂmﬂﬂ
i }'mmﬂmmﬂlrﬁrmgmm“ amethin

|_.‘ _-




If Aad hell, fifty ycars fram now? | acted like that then, 5 Little Bt
et td. Looely like tha ket

4 The last time | ever saw Uncle Harold was worse than he first time I .
the last time I ever saw him and it was on the foaurth ol July, absoud a ycar '-"'WH'dh:
'. I I I:jﬂdw! 1] ,I';um 1]! the= |_5-I.:|L'c stabion. | TEMT e hmnm
this tme, Farkey wasn't around when | went over there wanbng my fricnds Ange gy
Alex i meet hum. Farley wasn't in town, but Richard was Fichard was over af Hamigy
and hey, guess what! They were drunk!

The apartment was insanc A bowl of puke resied on one of the couch cushi
with mnother one pext 1o the coffee table. The couch was wet, flies were buzring sy
where, there were dark stawns on the carpel. Cops wis o and (ere was & whole, meonkd
ghicken oa top of the TV, rolting in an opcn Ziploc b b fhies like o little cloud, dasy
a little ballet dance there in the apartmeni

Harold's shorts were wet with pass and somethung splashed and dotied the o
of his shirt. He was b, way (0o lit o be embarassed foc tumsell | think i wes n s
ame, they were hiting the rum. This was the first tme & woman had come over wel =
and Richard was just nght on thal ghit, the absolute physical embodiement of Oid Cresy
Gﬂf Clﬂn:m "bnl]'yh, askiing o she wanted o =it on the couch next o him (e
would have sandwiched ber micely between Hichard and o congealmg bowl of s
hm}.. uying his blackouw 'Jltil L h-c. um, charming

It was the Fourth of July, and Harold had to piss Richard was too drak g
of e couch and wo busy woomg Annc from her place aganst the wall poross the )
80 Alex helped Harold (o the bathroom Halfway there, Harold s legs gave wﬂﬂ'”"":
pled, falling right mio the bowl of vomit next o the coffee table. Somethng new hl#

Pl Adex belped bim up, grabbing him from behind the arms. Harold, be inkd me
sk of pulce and piss 50 bad that his eves waicrod. This was (he retired school e
ik t'h." sbout Alex had o belp him pull his panis down, Richard calling o
fisl miggestions fram his place on the couch | wanicd 1o pei oul of there s b [ Al
Imu.dd managed Lo pass all over the wndet, the floar end haec?
belped o his easy chair
_ And shortly afler that, we lefl. | just couldn't take much more of
“‘m 0 of the television, matied with flies. Harold falling into ha!
; H-hﬂll“.hm:nq constellation of ciragetic burmns snd
i hwl::‘ school English for thirty years. Falling m 8
rsEng on bl own i
s n“ﬁ“m“mm for a whule nx].mmﬂfl-ﬁl-'n"“!m
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And tn 8 texthook case of loo hite, oo e, this 'Lw‘immmkﬂj'ﬁhlv
mv lifesaver and lifeline when 1 hved i Westpon years ago Tlrl:tp;-m mmm}.
e and like | smad i the begnning, a I!-_1-. 4 lefl are memonies that eveniually tum mio
soncs that you bear in your bead 5 that maybe aren't always how things actually
happened, bt rather bow you eho o remember them Bul | can sty that | spont a lot
of e with him, and he dudn e down Frends will let vou down SOMELImey,
I've done it plenty of bmes mys brat he nover did once, and that's soume kond of 3
recond

Rory wis abe of the o e worth hangng oul with i that oes full of
wiots and jerkolls and spocdlicaks. He was sincere, and he was one of those e kids you
nm mdo thal his & peruune heart, He had soene awlully doewed sdess of what
punk rock 15, and what constiuied a pood band, bt there's po sccounting for tesde some-
by, | puicss

As lembly comy s i sounds, he died on his skaichoard. onc of the things he
I"“Ed. doing above all clse, | make s mis (0 hium being in 8 betier place, o cvies being
ampiace now, bul | do know ihai the rest of us are lefi here with » sense ol losing out. A
very real sense of loss
ToU e missed
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DI{IS | FOR |DEM

Good lord, stricken as we are with mundanity in this
um, this new millenium of pramo glossies and mp3's and b
online ardering and axclusive distribution and email links, where oh Whers
has the demo tape gone? 1 mean, I've been guilty of thig fog; F'EIi'l'I_I;
Wesley's damo came out on CDR, so I'm as guiity as anyone else, ang i
hypocrisy knows no bounds, but regardless, someone fill ma in: wher;
has the demo tape gone?

I am forever In love with things that have been passed up, tha
have been used and discarded by others but still work, Samething thats
maybe a little bit clumsy and a little bit ragged, but still doss what it
suppased to do, and does It well. Like a good, old-fashicned demo cas.
sefte,

I haunt used bookstores llke a ghost, maost

MVEW millenj.
and ""'Ebi-e'l{:s.

of my clothes used i

i be a stranger's, | write letters on art show announcements that took place B

: 3 years ago, 1 love thase used things, and goddamit, 1 fucking love dems
tapes. 1 love mix tapes and I love demos. This forgotten art that very few
pecple care about anymore, maybe going the way of the B-track, going
the way of noveity, the new millenium’s Pat Rock. But there's a warmh
there, a connection that I feel with this format af recarded sound that has
e rummaging through stacks of dollar tapes at the record store.

P

e e i W L T i v e
2012

TAPES”

PO !/ K
“Wﬂngk:nr& s8id elsewhere and before, | believe in histary, 2nd gos:
through each mmheﬁur-s Y& Make among each other, the way we M5
recordings of || fives, the things we've done. And demos and bl
It comes 1o th::ihﬂws on blank tapes are ag good as anything glse ::f e
m'tam"" good, nicely recarded and laid-out, thoughtur

their Mh&uPF are needed more than ever, baby, where eve
Oied ey A 8n awful, droning Indie rack band and of cuuhewll

Iy and visually bor draphic design degree to make the most 2est e

S

the tape. T
a demg
that, let’s w":‘l"_: OF give me death, motherfuck. And ' Y20,

ring @
PR oA er and try to find a way © POUE Ging
MH: th back to this music. A little warmi’

: - ' ANt ricord drunken prank calls to mattress e
— CCOTded COR'S, ang that’s important tod-

o
-

{1 GO EXPIE:
e 11 GIG{ER

%l
L] I\:‘
"ﬂ\"

~a
R

DO D |1
&7

I wrote this big rant about how stupid tagging is,
how it's counterproductive, pointless, and a culture Thii.t's
seemingly based on destruction without replacimg it 'I-T'Jth
anything. How it just seems to be a simple case of idiots
ghitting where they eat. | wrote this big rant :ukjng,pcl:ll-
ple to explain what's accomplished by L4gging someones
home or someone’s business or someone’s Property,
what sort of act of rebellion is being made when all it UJ_Ii'
mately signifies is some underpaid and overworked shit-
worker having to clean up after you. [ wrote this big rani,
called tapgers fools and chickenshits, but then I decided
10 scrap it.

2 7 1

Z.
122 %%

n o

the point.
Because, hell, maybe 1 am missing

some-
Maybe it does constitute a valid cnlmﬂum‘w
thing is being accomplished. Maybe. Or m el

book definition of waste and idiocy and you

of dumbshits.




I

- "1\ =
A ﬁ : “\ ] -
] i « s ad N g

¥ FILES AN

W‘-? fime since we' .
Wevewirten Tavess 1 .
ﬂ::;ih I}NJ.J" ]EI.:IIEI'. TJ;.H'..-,I e :r\' IJ_II‘-\;. 1":-_ .-,,5
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hesyvels |
NH;HHI-PH AR ey do arrive, they'ne. pay

When T was) osnger
T'rhlt] .;1,1-..1 'f'-'r-‘ﬂtitr- fo NIRT: Nome of ve aig
05, yownt rwkt T sk 11y e
qu be:“FI_h:‘ [ 1 sh |'| 'i"JELInul Kaip ::IJFlJI':I"l_:r']
d % Fen jear old ol stacked i bute
WAMLSE Shil <001 1o do i b sl e
B ) 2o worksene-
ﬂ-"'lil E,DA.n_' ,.'-|,r.;!_ yek lle’-l.:'Jn.

™ <k
Eutr':y&!ﬁ?nﬁnimﬂbtns‘i' (i {i_lJIILr} s e

—

I 4 e - - -
fell $Z%‘f“"-‘- ‘l‘; Justashait note here fo
"nll ‘F Ei'l“ih‘ie_ Take f'l'E[J{' ﬂl_l-r'-T.'?H-
deive urm:ﬁﬁl: € I youre going o
ed f=a5, it
390 Dot of ﬂ”—jfm?f;x #5, thle” Hal

{ A, masturbation Self cmpowerment in ils most basest form. Pleasure? Shat,
it's just a rub away 1 think 1 prew up i a simpler time; the last bastions of immo-

! 1 |
C ARG IS ' ]

cence still lung o th

detectors in my school, no o ed a gun, Columbine happened & decade

afier my freshman year And a sex went, | gucss kids did get laid back
= st (o ||:=-||.‘:-.!|'.'|'.f'-l.-l]:p admat that | sire & !hll.

then, ot my schoal, but 1l be the
wae't one of hem, In retrespect, | relaize | didn't get lasd tn highschool and 1

didn't start smoking until my lxst year ther

¢. What the hell did 1 do wath my
timc] .

And the only thing | can come up with seems to be masturbanon At
the time, talking about mashurbation, even admifing i, Was & majot no=0a, Yl
just didn't do it. Teasing a dude about jacking off was alan (o tcanng them abait
eating their own shit or wanting (o hump ooe of the guys from Bell Biv Devoe

Which 15 funny, considenng it's about all 1 did for about £1X years
how | made it through school, fraakly.

U, masturbate, 1 mean. | have no idea
wlatons, [ fgure I've probabily had

1 was 1o busy rubbing em oul. By rough cale
sbout five thousand szlf-produced orgasms over the years. ome of them have
been meaper, even pathetic offenings meant to be nothing maore than & chemi-
cal release, o squirt and spurt offered to the cruel gods of adolescacs, & o
i be released from that prison known as the feen years, dark, dark years fuall of
srcaming homones ond zits and an unwanted mullet, & request for parole that
Was never granted

But some of those orgasms, my friend, Were majesic, destined to Join
the annuls of greatness. Destined (o be wnilten about by squinty-eyed i
in yellowed notebooks three hundred years from now, after the world hus falk
£ mpant and we're back 1o building windmills and writing by candlelight #d
ihﬂzgmg cach other behind the radation -hathed cow bam.

Some of these orgasms were destined o be wrtlen sboul
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pyey passes for Feason ingide the skull of » nxteen year-old near high-school

with cauliflower sized #its on his face and & boulfant akin fo Alicas

- ; 1T v -
. : - Russ Meyes movie What | mean o say is, J dica ¥ plan ohis one.)
: 2 | m]::“. it started out innocently encugh 1 was just going (o take & thow-
W \“ [ {had taken alf my clothes, waiting for the water Lo warm up, and for what-
E - B as
» e 1

fren the Brody Bunch, | decided 1°d just have o crutse through the channels on

] 1 | wis going an in the warld
l 2. Look, don't blame me. Blame MTV. Lwonder how many kids were : ‘ i bﬂ:‘tﬁ}u!rwm: ;;*:'I-':HL' X
m“mmlﬂ.ﬂxﬂl‘-\'ﬂ. and | imagine there wwere more than g fow, News. News Car wash mformercial
! from Hanover to Hartford, & plethora of bezitted youngsters all feverishly Perry Mason
|ll1||-l!.l their Fd" in front of a Qickenng screen, even though that's actually Bassball, b,
L] I:'mlnl'ymutinkl-hwl The Grind ¢ <y |

o yeah, blame MTY. More impartantly, blame The Grind, MTVY
“dance show™, seemingly created to incite sixteen year-old mullei-ridden darks
fnio » frenzy of masurbation. What the fuck was that show abou? Hn_sis:d by
that perpetual foser from the frst Real World senes, it featured, besides com.
mercials, about fificen seconds of & particular video that the “host™ introduced
("Check it oul, next we pot those hot ladies in Salt N’ Pepa doing their thasamng
while we're all getting crananazy oul here in Daytona Beach! Stay tuned to The
Gritlind yel™, followed by five or six minules of half-dressed women eavor-
i, &nd rubbing agsinst really annoying, bull college swdens while the musk

I

The Hl:lfk_lf-l'll'if..lr'-rlll"l -

Hey, what the fuck was that? The Grind? Hmmm Let's just oh, [
pabetion the pants, shall we' There we go. Ab, they're back in that old ware-
bouse with all the annoving colored lights and people dancing on the steirwells. JEEEEN
Hey, this im"t bad. Well, looky-looky what we have here, what's thar? [
Fesinsting. 18 sppears '] just siay here for a few minutes while the, uh, water
Wi op in the bathroom, that's Aght. Damn pipes; they ke, um, & long time
for the water 1o heat up. I'll just take my time here, That's it

(And I am pretey much fust full on masrurbating af this polnt. Hkez)

Stroke stroke. Rubby rub. Hell, | might as well make myself com-

forable The water in this apartment, it takes forever, let me tell you. Rocline &
ktle bit, cajoy myself

bemving b
MTH" I'M B “'mlm n bj!;u“q ; £ rl:-‘.ll'.i. ﬂ:ﬂﬂuﬂg tﬁ‘.’:‘d_!. hed
0 or another who probably sigod o Iz
dud with oo skin s Just sn lhl.'_'.' could danee i’m an h:::ulru:lli:dfx:;
ith r'uhhmg up d]-!'-:il'.'li] her whle e
fim, bt for me, for wr, the Bensed
his ey e YOUng man being scemingly crusted §
{Buy before | rm:_nnrb"-'-f » the show wag 1 de:r:mf-ﬂsh ] |
lrenzy, . 8, I've pot 1o Mention o you that this parels
sl 1 Seluasing was entirely off the coll 0
I don' thigy | - 0" docs grow stightly hay,
P U8, Britteriy o s o o SPecifically looked af a chck e
”m;md' smpwhiljfi@' 1t 3:30. Time for The Grind " §
the World ang 1y '@ Dappen, 1 was o blessed child, evenibis
"m“ the mox fortunate of the chosen ooes, bt |
YAKing it 1o some bug-eyed MTV prodead f

and g
Wiy Ly Pacifier mnh 3
: Ped. | megn, Mayhe m:}.IT_I;l;”'

=sc that | floar
peak. " shall b
I[W.m L pl 500n be dj 3.50, basically, there [ am ].:I.m!mkﬂ]mmrlmﬂgm

N 8 hardon and The Grind oa the TV when mry mom walks in. T eould've swom g¢
the door was locked But it wasn't | always check the door whea [ close i .-
E‘d‘iﬂﬂ e now, whether ['m jusi coming home from work of ¢
omething like that, it"s a reminder. - f iR
ﬂn‘}'wlrf.mymm,!h:ukﬁmrhiumiﬁmlwl: ]
B borrificd; this is surely b coding of the earth. 1 bound into the BASERE U0
I 20 s laughter & raucous echo behind me, my faos burs '““:ltﬁﬁ': B
m}'lilﬂ:wm;nggjusfmlhm’mmﬁﬁﬂ.%‘“hm g
mercial break, yo's, and then we'll be getting bireee h
yeanahhh!" Yeah, it mdmmmw&nﬂw
: IMMINMWW"“W“-#
going out there and facing my mom. ‘“ﬂ

| ey,
T
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time here, something for

SEE ot + the ones
Jinside. Tattoos are 1ike
B r is
its own index. This one
photo is an entire bib-
liography. It's not a vay
of cheating (@eathy) though
death is something that I
think about after being
up for thirty hours, huff-
ing smokes and .gnash!mfl?
teeth. History. A way ©
documenting a 1ife; the
streets we all walked on
the nights I made it thr-
ough when three a.m. 5bre-
tched ahead forever- Itiﬂ
just comes down to ﬂﬂ"'t
to have been known. T,
other people breathed HJ,-
knew my names To acﬂ”
edge us, here, the




(1S FOR THE KIDS

And [ crane my niock, h‘.l]TI.iI:I.E. Tmhlng aronnd ﬂ"m, dovwn the
svenoe, inzide the ip of the batile, looking for a sensa of justice in the
world Looking for any amount of reconcilliation. Anythisg other than
{his flat musder, this [discy. You ean see and hear enough on a thirty-
minute bustide in this tovn to make you want to thnw op your hands,
ereth thase fockers up againet the sky and just say *Sorewit.”

There was a Victnam vet sitting in the back of the bus the
other day, [was golng home from work. Tired. He was talling to a con-
pledudes with mullets, the alr of burnout hanging heavy around them.
Trisd hard not to burst out laughing when one gay asked him where
Vietnam was and the other sald he dida't understand why we'd want to
"go over and fight ol them Chinamen anyways."”

Then the taple changed to the current war in the Middle East.
D= of the guys was talking about the ferocity of the Al Qaeda troops,
kemething Hke that, And yet still a thisd guy with a mullet, hanging out
J Iai '.!1':}_:_:_':, pipes up, in all eeronsness: “Yeah, but our troops got hig-

_____ :

| Ao gint
., Mnd there goes my thirst for justice. The largest “buttoning-
G of civil Therties in Ameriean history, thousands of civilians
acroes the world dead because of this, screaming natfonalism here and
rver-t ati-Americanism pretty much everywhere else, hecause
“iis coming down to the somehow applicable fact that our
r r!-'jf."r balls. Tiere is our justice; a nation of idiots, Toole's
s f;- TICes, you get o nice cultural eross-section riding the
oo, and Mr. Mullet fits the “dverage American” stereo-
"4 b and it's depressing, Maybe you'll find America in the
the ailwells or the sockmarkst, Maybe youTl find it in
01 the fog t-bedroom homes or the police reports or

1l

i 1o OF & pu i Heai & : =

| LA -ﬂktr.llf,;nnci::-r:,ﬂ::r'h : 'nunih'[?! mll::ﬂ?t:;" 1}l ?'1!! ::Il 5, thi "-‘-qu pend vl aut fhare berning Wil ‘f"’ﬂrdﬂ"l{? for treation, naaect
i ey 88 i, that uy's Armerica and J, well, J i for pastion and iy P80 imect 61 810000 ere fraimg ket RArSSE o Ve ke el assed were

| 1 et know where o find it nerica and J, well, J is for | H ke Yoy Tig [; i " 1

s Iy o live | ke by Fhk Touye aa s plrtifpm - Fuck, T hard|
' "H&ﬁ:“w' LN R dieichon Rt e s o
% L e o 5111]"-.1 Ph one ko Liakt o the stroeds with snpleacts. Sage
e c::l PR pitenial 45 s doul, fo Sopulend wtode Fradard wihi wat'i sl
ks of pore Tk aid g 3 s hutf ofiss do th Same ity smple ants,
i u{? e RO oy nend i) most! :
Al ol ALK Mo e Sound v b pue dunbenss b eartbeads. The Somd iy
" Mithukes dind, 'ir: tund g wnrn kel d oot Hhal axuf emealps
oY stadt, M oxcitemt thif s emehmes disypafes - Tl 13
AKE | A HUNDRED HEARTEEATS ALL CRAJHING TOGETHERTD
NEOUS, brop Awev L, HILARIovS AND TOUCHIAK MOrIE. -




1 Sometimes I Covqh S hard 1n the midd|

fhe Miglt l"m'HAF"r'-'..Ju,c Fup. I+ doscn b hurk e

Jll':“:‘T L} T||-<II1. L 1—1]:._ ::I'U.I'\ or My 'l hadt :'— ".'l.-rl‘.FI'IfI'.‘f
it qefs so bo_d__, I get headaohes Lo Hhe trasl

H'I'IA I ‘lI:I[H.I Ltf lF-:i‘lhE['E"'-_. i} ‘_'E.Ir'_.:'.[. _' - ::| r-._;_;|'|. ¢ rll"l..'. n'-—"l'i‘ |I|.I'|~If'|'| :'H'|'|'I!_I-'
E-h'-‘ﬂ-"-‘hw“- doun o The S rJI rll.. Ll My CEjls VR L on ThEM-
E:‘e‘:ill"'“m‘;'."-':-l'-"""L hl‘.‘-‘SL"-’f iJ'?_".t-l'l‘.?E- polsonpus Te'ibselt [ wal K oyl
and. Sf"‘.':lf\f +hinugl o '5'-‘.'{'{4._' of ffaaw as 5 ; i
'H‘f- 'Flau'-lfl'l‘th*{"-j <,'|.-,_'_..; and qroy avd it T ewe agtd gt Aoy 'T'I'I"
T+ i ! i FOR PR e
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fﬂﬂd atamp office hed yat o come into being, and i
e Jiad or you lost an arm in 8 saw or your kid
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ook +s Lincoln's greatest hopes. you were fucked.
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As close 1o 8 full-scale class revolution this country
pag ovET mpaf, thOSE three days. Fucked up and ugly and
ned, the poor destroying the poor Huildings burned and

" One hlack man tortured and dragged through the

by his pballs and then hacked apart elve, peicas of
oft and touted &3 the mob surged forward, And B8
what’s 8 ravolution. Consider that. Consider 8 mob and what i
& js, this breathing, writhing thing that no longer acts es 8 B
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- had been the ones cut open (e
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The militia wes called i 5
ot Ga 5 ad in, finally back from the seige
B m?ﬂr:;;g and were told to disperse the crowd. Emﬂlg'-
Hernsalves ‘S};ﬂw. many of the cops Garmans or Irish men
B0 e e militia had Gatling guns and used those,
Munning hm'pﬁi‘t"u and dispersing, huge knots of them
folowed grm, g 1ouses and tennament buildings. The cops
Burrandar. u':d if the '-'?r‘iuus factions of the mob didn
there Thl’-'ir weren't docile, they were gunned down
DR, Tha hu snake and lizard come out in a group
te walks g, r"‘;n heart knows only heat in @ mob; the rep=
Such legs and wants murder.
g Fs'lli:fhr'ltm! we have, Dinmonds and dust. Brick
ass, 5, . SUCh potential we have, for for kind-
Bpen hhwtmmmm'w for change. Anger bolled oVen burst
ctiong i Hram' at times, look to the past to form o
Htory, ot ne hous o 0 forge shead into the fre:
T4 B cagatie n:»hrgﬂu':rnnrym mmﬂhﬁuﬂ‘ﬁ;"“.
‘ m'*h“mttn E;ndand bad. May show LS. .




Nine times out of tan the wron

g words will f
mouth,

all fr‘-ﬂm YoLp
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Nine times out of ten yestarday will haunt you,
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Nine times out of ten everything will look demolished and
your neighbor will be a rabid dog, a viper.

; '
Nine times out of ten, when you wake up at El.d?_l ﬂ.ri;:tllﬁ b
be a fealing of terror that wraps itself around the
your heart.

> - dﬂ =
But the tanth time? You will hear the barking of the b1
the stink and how! of the clarion call, when shit 1% ‘0,
apart and svery desperate act results in @ & perse
responae, and then, at the last possible m“":;ﬂ window:
verance pays off and light slides in under apart, 8
shade. The night breaks open slowly, breaks anm o
there is that moment of peace, of that slow ﬂu‘f‘mg made
rolls and gathers through you, inside you. Of ha

e |8 N RPN ——————"—
. hope bursts iike m flare nnd




Well, which |

up or ti

e me down? Are you @ cadist 0

\Well, to tefl you {he truth, 't

much just an oplate addict.

down but the mind refiscs 10 €VET,
mind remains a8
glimmer of bope?
shamed and humbled bt st

lived & bundred short lifeis and 11
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.h‘,wmhm " 2
i mywelf Gat 1 qﬂfhnddsmhmmm:mdhmnnfﬁ

- I"m’l:nd . or at Jeast reinforced. This is a life in Mioc: ] bave
Values and belj get it all back and lose it again. And on. Nothing is perm=
. mdﬂ"li‘hﬁ#dﬂmdthh with the tide, my il o £20

- e 8 lightswilch. There is nothing permampcnl bere

he i
MEME"EH' pumping oo and on
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- And I'd give a lo |

. t, porkchop, to
1&? ﬁn!m of purpose of a pix-
superhero, Draw me in ink and

;a mmm 1 just irritate

ek ﬂfl'lljl';g[[‘.

others.in my generational

and dedicated.
gpnse of society abou
walking circles in 4 haze

., bracket are -immersed headlong | ¢
teeped in careers, advancement, a
+ them. I live in a concrete roo,
of blue smoke. One window.
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| sometimes find myself rerrfied, stricken w/

Time passes & passes & passes us by and I

this feeling that almost feels like terror
., at just how absolutely relentless time
is. Time passes and this bullshit game of
comparison plays itself out in my head
constantly-
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ity of bope eoursiag hmough a body, tough the hansts ihai
beld u cigarctm, & pon Like & blade, thivagh somooee else's
hand, Exctinct like the unicods, of maybe dreamed stout, thow
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of kext act thal Age wopon in tha

s The Elwying afl memones, the sy of
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SCARSIRIEY.

I-I.q-t—n.-,m_h bold 0w %0 the wights and
.-Tnl'-ﬂur-;t-ﬂ-q moments, In this kife,

Maefy wtd puciem s vy muh meterad
ﬂhh%dhhmhﬂﬂmhﬁ
‘Hﬂhmunmmunm shaad o fall
dawn, Irriag e bunt v forge forwasd

goddami thup
ek his haad.
clrary {.I'i:]'t: p




woks like T've found YOour map, you
dumb fuck. It's the ont you drew out 1n your
| vou drew out 1n '!-.I,'IUT achwns “_hcn

ni one noticed, or no oné cansd

m for stabbing, easy 1ArECLS Since
someone as fair game

Snd

the zggﬁ'::::e: against the 1ight, angry, pissed off at
urround B g B 7

Strings of sleep. ing you, grabbing at those last

the soung

you awaken angry at sunlight, clouds:

3 7

of Here is an . For hardcorc punk

atraffic. dust, voices, even the woman Mavbe Mavbe not. For cure though, 1L's an & fof
nd it has always been like this. taken ! ] £

i your 1 M ap—
- m'l'-husg dark waters, thrust back onto the skin buried treasure
eaming world.

X marks the spot, you pelces of shit,
TE Cynicism is used as a convenient mask
itlling everything ardund you, using 1romy o
tlevate yourself above. Using the hipster's 18638
Ues while making fun of the hipsier There arcg
rnurc parallels than can be named, dipshit

of X marks the spot, and it's just a rehash-
“""- same old game
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And a hundred tmes I've cursed you all as a bunch of
motherfuckers. \What is the lesson to be learned here? fnd whers
I8 i? Where's the guidebook, the stereatypical writing on the wal? [EESEH
Bomewhere betweean the burnt bridge and that feeling | get of want- IS
ing to simply hole up for a year or so. That's where it is, | guess. S
Unhook the phone, barricade the door and lay my head down end [
slsap for & year or ten. When do we know when we should run
through the gauntlet and try to do battle with what only seems to &
be our nature? When do we attempt to move past our own short-
comings and when do we simply try our best to accept that this =
Who we are? That these are our strengths and our imitations
| have never got on well with people. A difficult person to

y _h know, harder still to care for after I've boen known, | mag
S neide me hammers against people sometimes.
mething inside wants sleep, quiet, solitude, an Fversion o ook
s W in h:}ﬁ This roar in rmy own head. 'm fractured _’:";5:

Benss ol connection, maybe even looking for 8 sense &
"Hth out of the documentation and acknwindg:r?mnt of my oW
Vhile ot the same time turning off the phone and not lem
Nouse for three days. | would rather watch headights
F8in than walk among you. I'd rether listen to recor
8 8 show, and am probably & better letter writer than &

h‘hhm o 13 That I'm noL

accept that this is it? That

e, &nd while thera's still o much room for expe

A N8l pretty much been set in marny ways. ['ve JUSt
¥ of the crowd, | think. And most of the Hme
AQ, anyone other than myself. This I

AP BEFORE You pLAY THAT EASY

OLD TRUMP CARD ONE MORE TIME,

TELLING ME IT'S ALLTOD “PouTitAL

Ok PLY, ASKk ME HOW MUCH SOME-
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gaten 1o this,the now dw's
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s theni going back o hed.
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- FOR SOME REASON T
EX BEST, WHEN XIN IHnH ciapf:}% e THE Boy
_ 7 START TO TAKE NOTICE OF Arg Y R
LEFT BACK THERE THAT ARE NEQLEsiOSE THIN
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o A &
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AND THROUGH SPEAKERS IN THE VAN. arr,
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| PRINET B REOO000000X 00000000
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Getting home wirs the break
aking paint,
| got cut the side door They got MTDL“;EME I never realy mad

| try to Shink of it & just
anofer unocoml |
really come irue. We can just keep on m 'wazhém;ﬂrm tour. | try o

to wherever we' Rl i L
Te going. Everyday there's al lsast a few pm,.,ﬂ_,[h::" =omething new in M'T‘"r arharn g

thera's st barely enou o
uhmh“”g:':w*armsam food. Every couple nrn..-;-:: excied mmmmmh-..,
Gas, food and & foor but something abways works out mwhm'“mmmi
Hmdhmm“:;:w on: har's al | need. A few constants and &
P O, anging arcund. Mone of e same herola “::LEﬂ;urqmu.
| resmember all Wl 8d el fucked
one ess and it felt bke ﬂ:':::‘:ﬂ':-“!dm wait for her to come back. For o whiie e
“.‘dﬂlwmmm g us, i ht.h“ﬂm""’“"ﬂlhﬁﬁwr IHdm;l-j-]uTr‘Mﬂm
= r't “hu

Those
S dﬂgr d aI}:rprs hear someons shoud e
“-ilhdm Ay o of work. 'd by to go i-!-luwnmln-ol use of the whole day, especially since | was
bt lhwﬂlhw-drﬂlﬂtw“ 5 mry 1D, They stopped bussing my nbie 5o | could o pp
“m“rmﬂlg hrﬂmdlm me sa much that afler a while she started ghing me o
0o, . ect of rrrysedl for taking & but my n Yabphial
ather ashaum my need fook aver. Maybe o bt il my sger

1
fried to sty awars of how drunk | was riding home | pampstd

my back brakes shoaling deown
1] the big hill bebween Prescolt and
Flmf It wees as If in vy inebirinted stnim, | was thal mxhnmo-lrll

st coll, It wirs embarmassing. Every o dinks

Whether the bedside amp was
WMMhM‘“:.H;“
ot -’:“P":“-ﬂmmm for o few
5 1o ek et v s o micad
Hﬂhmwhm” 'Hmh::l
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Coming into Olympia, Washington on the Greyhound, | notice a man
g few seals ahead af me eating countiess Reece's Peanut Butter Cups. He
has a fororn look etched into his ancient, weathered face and 1 can'l stop
staring al him. I'm fascinaled by old men

When we arrive al the slation, he inches to the front, moaning and
wheezing, loting two cbviously heavy bags. It takes a good 3 minutes for him
|a convinca his skeleton of a body lo the door. As | am directly behind him, |
oifer to help. He doesn'l look like he's even going 1o make it off the bus
He squeezes a smila out of his feca and thanks me. We emerge intd

the white sunlight of spring reflecting off the angular Olympia transi stakion.
The air smells good. Although I'm certainly not giddy about the remaining 3
-deprassing Grays

hewsr trak homa to the Flophouss in Westport on the ever
Harbor bus, the sun manages to brighten my spirits. [ walk with the okd man
inside the stufly indoor seating area and sel his bags down He tells me he s
wailing for the Aberdeen bus. | tell him | am aiso. He smiles at me and con-
linyes talking. 1 want to go back outside, but feel inexplicably obligated 1o stay

by this man's side
While we wail ha slowly works up anx Ao
the bus. | tell him I've been watching for it and it hasnt gena OK' he

. el SED THE
says. A few minutes later, he's moaning pitifully: OH, WEVE MISS :
ﬁ:sl OHHHHI No we didn't, | reply caimly, the bus has not come ye. ¢
& saen il "OK," he says. - . working
He searches through his bag for something. “ﬂ:ﬁm m::
mltl:;ﬂ. I'VE LOST [T OHHHH..." He 2630 ;ITHE:} ;*é-ésr HAINKILLERS
. He asks me if | want any: .
THERE ARE. | DEMAND THEY GIVE ME THE STRONGEST® “UE 70
nks.* | say, noticing heads turning (owards
this i's from my increasing intuition of i
sirange old man at all | also intull accepling cancer, dia-
The man tells me about all the diseases he has. He's got CaNEE

L [ = /




betes, muscle deterioration, he's gol everyihi o can wake himself, he just repeals he same number.
rible diseases. His hips are all stag'mIE:;s- Th'!m' He just keeps listing off s w“"""wﬂrlﬁa parlender is at him. She takes the unfinished pitcher away.
; E sleel, he tells me, an pef Then r: *STUPID BITCHI CAN'T A MAN REST
isn'l cold from the inside-out. “THIS CHILL d goddamp ¢ head up and yells at he
BONES." he says. “YOU DON'T EV WIND GOES RIGHT 19 Wy B He jerks L R A SECOND? GIVE ME MY BEERT His head drops, eyes
) Yo ; -VEN KNOW WHAT PAIN |5 HIS EYES FO 't fall asleep in the bar and, 'm surpised to hear, gen-
He goes back to his moaning about missing the bus. Eventualy| o Sha says h? E:d for hall the pitcher. His head again snaps upright:
upm‘tmng to convince him otherwise. At first | could relate to him_ as | Gve B offers a e u'-.fE ME MY BEER BACHKY Tha barender cafls me aver
have imational anxiely over missing busses and trains. But wilh “’;'m : 'STUPID BITCH! Gl
ing session, he was working up increasing mortification at b -
foraver, It was ridiculous and sad

aLey

"B e
YL

i ' the bus and jusl helped him carry
he is. | tell her | met him on
our being sirandad and ﬁ“uﬂf h:ﬂ; eha wantz me Lo try and gt get him oul of the bar.
hés bags '
: Finally the bus shows up. I'm ralisved and consider mysell rid of (e
situation. No such luck. He sits right behind me

] @ The
('m through with this situation and don_ll bir-nw hiow 1o disengag

On the three hour ride to Aberdeen, he keeps offering me Resca's | =
Peanut Butter Cups. | accepl three before turning the rest down. It's suddan- :
ly obyious he's butlering me up for further services.

In Aberdeen, he talks me into walking his stuff to the bar. "COME N,
I'LL BUY YOU A DRINK,” he says. Here he gets me: my realization that
accepting gifts incurs obligation for

further help suddenly diminishes in
importance when confronted with
free beer. To my dismay, however, he
orders a pitcher of Budweiser, »
He then talls ma ha's goin o im a litie. He:

to meset a woman hare in Abarg:lang A AY ' als up and stumbles out ihe door. The gulside a:b;?':l‘;:;:::; 10 meat
He gives me the number, some ;.\ A= Vil b v ms to n?e to carry his stuff to another Beh Wh.mmnldaﬁmﬂrh“““
change and asks me to call her, -I ' | &3 : someone he's going lo stay with "Riifight," | say, "o
- mumbling something about his fin- */ § 2
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10 call. He stars
Al the othir bar, he gives me anather phone number |
: i 'va been halpind
1o fail “?ﬁﬁg t?rgn:.f; lady answers. | tell her ah?;.ll.gl;f ESIE‘ | %AT WAS HIS
and how he gave me this other number 1o call. "OF e
MOTHER'S NUMBER. SHE'S BEEN DEAD F :
“Mm. Well" | say, “he’s here at the bﬂ;
have o leave.” She gives me & noncommita

I tell him I'm leaving and grab m e
i 1h slightest idea who the hell | am, yet ¥ it
r— his bony body into-motion ::’ar mﬂ;,%,m;a's a
5 : A, Up. They exhange excited graslings
mmwmﬁh‘l';‘:‘mm i:':;ﬁ ,ﬂ:; A Absrdeen creature, as they inunv.;h e remin

BER! IVE CALLED HER.. 10 YEARS..SHES e O orehing after me.

s 0YeS a {o be hav- Bven remember | was there. | b alone
free lowards the Abardeen bus, grateful 10
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from nice, 1t was a six hour train rig
sleeper car with two girls from bost ® E0 plsa, and ye

on wha “hareg
romeé. they were friendly encugh and we B aEs, oa Chedr Wy “wr

had
them, hearing their stories and telling nurnuf-sfdl:l“ Ealkng oy,
course in each other's lives, all of what we W VAR & cragh

forgotten as the weeks wore on, but that Eruin n::d.‘:" Hoan
and it was actually nice to talk with others from the :trnhuhu,
once, when before that, we always tried to avoid uil:u.u:“. for
that. later that night, we watched the riviera from o t?l 1ke
window, all four of our heads poked out part way, Aln

faci
the moon was bright and low in the sky, reflecting nfr“gft::; Vater,
and the moving mediterrancan underneath ic, outlining the Slacis

the hills and mountains. the dark blue of the sky contrasted

beautifully and the lights from the towns clustered in the diatatca
sparkled a brilliant white.

florence was exactly how 1
had always pictured europe,
egpecially when wandering

through it at six in the morning. empty brick streets and towering
lines of buildings following them, old bridges spanning over the
river cutting through the middle of the eity, colossal churches and
atatues and a cool breeze blowing lightly on all of ic., i iemmediate-

1y 1iked florence, though we were stumbling through it in a daze.

E Wavey

it was easy to walk through the city and we took advantage of that -
along the river, with lamp-posts lining the walls that confine it
atd brldges that span it's waters. the mountains tower above every=
thing in the distance, with smaller ranges in the foreground. the
eatth slopes down towards the river and the houses follow just up
until the water's edge where they cluster together and hang
precariously just above the water line. this city is hundreds and
‘bundreds of years old. its buildings are weathered and cracking .
t from Age, its marble {s wearing down slowly and its copper ornamen
- tarninhed. the homes are decorated with plants hanging [ro@
balconiles, flags hanging from poles. the plaster is yellowing [l"“":ﬂ
 hundreds of years of water damage and erosion. this edcy 1is old,
is thriving. vespas roar through the cobblestone sTreets, the
‘deafen ing and irritating, and bouncimg off of walls. Hml
ks are narrow, good for single-file use almont :ﬂiﬂ"-"’:;‘
th_tﬂlll'lt'll everyvhere — pizzerias and gelaterdias, ©
hoe stores, entire city blocks that smell of leather
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us. later, the skies wore
t of the evening eating golat?
he sun go down over t

:f‘:.'hl edty aau houts with
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yg ball gf fire Ealling threugh the sky.
a blB
he very sdges
{ng and took the 32 bus to £

garly in thlh:';_::d“ﬁuuth to rome to save time, made it :h.'t.:

o e two guick rides when ic unuldn:n‘t ta
g than f scheduling conflicts &

: d:ut‘:ar:r rerouting.
ysn

by bus because ©

aur surroundings change every day -

'rﬁﬂ'ﬂ nt any longer . 5 'ﬁ‘.it-?p :hlrll-‘ l“th-‘-f

F lves with
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Lk 5. LATEL
:':"’ju“ nhudm:ieulir.h wy words and uuh“nn
{ fur averything 1 CT¥ to S8y 5!115-
=4 amiliatT gounds ond &Y
1la
lost in the trans
:’iuitit"ﬂﬂ and directions
g To walue ony longer.

. seaning BeE
e
iissolve, money ha

veell in & grore front
Lgumeht i ot 1:1:&. almost
window this afternoon s
didn't recognize Tﬂ}'ﬁi-!-l-“{-df:
gyed and Can, my g:lﬂf!.a.--s S
faded from days 80 !
vear and sunlight beat r;g
dovn onto iC and stripp_ng
{r of ita coler. pleave
less and proud, OF nt1
lenst too unconcerned TO
care. my clothes ore fading
and dirty, and i've lost )
weight from walking every
vhere - up LO 14 hours a
day wometimes. 4've grovn @
beard that's already filled
{tsell in and nccentuates
the rest of my facial
features. 1 Feel tough as
fuck and proud, a sense ©
#tubbormness almost to the
point of consistence, well
worn, bur definitely mot
¥orn out.
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8ddan and { walked around fof :ut;;i@" Wi,

i night and found ourselves
w' ‘“ﬁ'- watching the full meon move



ACross the sky. thas w
Bummer in che air, 1 could
Erom halfway across the world,

Us; up againse g bn:l:drnp of bl
arches rooted down Where they w

eather wag nice ang L couly Almgy

8¢ taste g, Bveetly ¢ = the
the colloseyg 1o e
Ue=black ny

mere shells of the onge-
was exciting and sobe
absolute freedom {n £
ing and overvhelming. r

ring at

We sat around for a whila

» With one of the edty's stray cats keeping
Us company. rome

passed a law in the eighties, pretecting BETAY cats
and allowing them the right to live where t
ther

hey are born = thus,
- & are hundreds upon hundreds of them,
t

calico was exceptionally friendly and
leg, purring contently - not unlike BY own

» that made me feel more at home tha
Ehree-four weeks, suddenly, it was as {f the summer had finally
begun again, ang the hundreds of miles we'd already covered as we
crossed surope were nothing more than a small taste of what was
ahead. rome hagd

managed to open the door on the summertime, and ve
Vere valking down its street

8 proud - inppired and smiling.

perched itself on my right
cat back in florida and
n 1'we Felt over the last

‘n'.-'!““h Lo every summer 1've struggled through since 1 can

Femember - fivg or #ix, or mayhe an: seven years of travel, of
l“;ﬁ “5f hing behind. Flashback to the feelings of absolute 0y

) : of the sun on my face coupled with a cool breeze, of b

OR8N, these days { naver know what time it im. 4t's ﬂif“‘hm

Erack of the date or the specifie day of the week, “"f:‘
Blur together and { 1ike it 1pe that, flashback to the

= Bade o myself yeara 880 = that i would never &top 3
Si58 efcircumatance. constant movement often leave foe)
Befiae of Permanance, but strangely, stabilicy ‘“‘“l

“ays that { can'c even bagin to explain. roots “H'r

t's exactly whae they are - roots, they anc
8y often make movement f{mpossible.

especially among the ruins,

higgest legacy sumounding my life isn't EVen one of
like that, It sounds really sad. More than an

M e, people remember my older brother, Eric. I mean,
people saying to me...

sum
that I've gver

ov're EriL’S brother? Bup

‘yw-‘re, $5¢ nermq) . qand
he's §0... not. ..

—e e,
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n0 e [ dra'ﬂﬂsa m
where he threw E"Er"&‘_hr_':\;]er-:1 covered With d'?:‘E'E boms In 'ﬁ:?ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
windaw, leaving me:d got expelied for throwing
hyen Ne LAt e
ightbulbs, O W

Smad i "rHA
i (How's 1 would
ol T'm won't overstep n;;:ﬁ]'llsh teacher said
e Hine Whﬂnl’mrglradnwiﬂ'ﬂ! And my
technique and (o
amount to nothing!)

' taken Into:
il Yitien all of my meager 6“‘”““““’“&1?&? 3
4 2 tine and a band, 1 have relatively mt have never gone 10
brother, [ need only say one thifld = FEF, e vel this story
has to achieve a certain result. And When © B3l rom the

[ o on how 1 tell it, exactly, so 1 might as

Some people just do crazy things. There Sl
e as a whole did nm:'reedareasm;rtzmﬂi these
B people were just labeled as such, af evenjone
8l = should just Inave it at that. When we “evotved
Ml diffecent kinds of craziness, and s0on

thousand different ways. My brother was one

lmmu of just

mmhsjmﬁﬁsummmwma
2 b -

s et thse 0

nd taking the
ng him crazy a certaln
different
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found tom up fish ying on m;fmtﬂm Mﬂ::m
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Eric was the onby mmamlw put the living fish that
meone’s padt- The guy who owned the pool spotted him and g
: rivood Mmthatgwmdmrelldaumamwnﬂ
hate my brother to this day. ey

I'm getting sidetracked., Back o the -
in the early afternoon, buying h'tsc U?ﬂﬂmllmgt WS 3t our
ride back to our house, which was about a mile walk candy, Today, he
copution to this stuation? Eric did! | was unaware all of this urfﬂ:? ]wu wra

! heard mry mom
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Eric triad Lo lie his way out of the situation by s2yind that
for & mile on @ busy ciyeet was in the trash, of Some eque

N trief argument of maintaining his innocence, he demandad to know wihiy he
couldn't keep the cart

iy
Pl ~11s ot like they use It 3 bkl

V('

aer that, my dad loaded the TWge dhunker in
the Supermarkel, Wik cacurity forces
' the doof
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weal, sweel & sublimely stupid home. What can you say? We
jaave it Or maybe hale it & stay in il Or maybe ignome it &
jgh at it & be killed by it. Or maybe, maybe, mayba

arica: Qur &

: Love i of
Mhﬁl”;; i or maybe law
M“Tl may be thal the range of expenence here covers a lol of miles & years &
. Mayte you've lived In dirt every minute of svery day of your fe here & maybe
e how, SOmeway. found everylhing you were looking for. Maybe you were
‘ﬂ-'- o the riches! of ives & died miserable, alone, unsung i.'.g,lbe you just ambled
your e In this nation & naver fell much, never did much, lived the fife of the
ge, of the Bored. Maybe you died al three years of age lo a brain tumor
caused By pollutants from & faclary that was shuldown in "87 because productions
maved 10 Mexico to escape EPA striclures considered ‘too lough' o operate by.
you WErS bom in 1905 & have spant the lasl 21 years of your |ife sitfing in a
dpcrapil NUTSing home in Detroit. For tha last len years you've said nothing,
nolhing., not @ singte word. The other residents call you ‘the Crier'. Where you really
are fhough. . I8 what you're remambering. Over & over, remembering the shining &
sendrous days ef your life, The exaci sunshing of how your husband (dead since
e fhind day ol the second year af the Vietnam War) loved you 50 ferccioushy & you
ba (here, In your cheap hospital bed, remembering his strong tan arms holding you
& the way he kissed your ance-blond hair & you will continue to cry & the undar-
. Maybe you crossed fhe border for the first

paid nurses will never ever Know why
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TE Was
1_?'!11_, tumns o 12th ang ¢ i:“l:‘r":;]::rid 10 tha
lifetime of them, ang they did ) ; Just

middle-schna) virls o8 ox
Tom wplrk and [ am beat, Lired nhf r:;umg uf'}tyunhw”
screaming :mlhach:sta.m! CUISING towtruck dyy z m:? Y

_ smoked out hefire I da
Are, in 8 way, terrifyving: '
mmymaore of whai it’s Jike E*u b erlrin! ::hf:rd:
the faet that ciparettes gre Lok,
i : ‘Jhctic kids with their Joud, curs.
! . 1605 o me. I'm sure when ] was a ks

but like | said, | was the kid that atz shit and raged about u‘;:f:“ﬂ:{:::

Probably as alicn to me ther as they are now

'8 this bezitted kid, guant as bell
! the zippers. He grabs the seat in front
1 Elﬂinlhispﬁnwddmmdluwmfumdhﬁr.m

down beside him. The bus starts to move and he sheepishly lays
Trying his best o be Don Juan and terrified shitless, right]
girls reaches a crescendo when one of the girls in the
and the girl in front of me tightens like someons

","

It's physical, man, [ can scc it happen. The girls in the back
: uud on her diess. The kid with his arm around her
ST, focs like his Jncket is o clown sun and the helpless-

bered and how do you do battle sgninst something so gupid and
M fucking esshole girls on the back of a TnMet bus? There's
“::mmw. and 1t'"s always casier 1o laugh at something when you're
| X F:J].:mi from the back is directed at his Eﬂ'ifﬂ:{l’, ij'hl:hu e
! ofa W:ﬂm you make fificen junior-high school girls stop actng like ligle
and
Foap? around and Jooks back at them then, looks back at them all, and that
k. gla s 1| over his foce; his own usclessness, the usclesmess of his age,
| .l Wﬂ " pﬂnlﬂd nd the pack taking down the defenseless, the feroaity of thase dip-
- fairmess pLud J,‘:l..,,-n:l\.. his sone sears and the idea in his head thot he's the Inekiest
fy in the b'f:‘_ iﬁ:‘: sitting next o this girl, him, and here are these girls cutting her

- 4

i ﬁﬂr;;":"m front of him and what is he supposed to do? The girl is stockstill and his arm
et
&

he looks at me for just & moment and that hurt is right there in his
n‘ﬂmdhi{i:ﬂdmslm,; and it’s things hke this that make me feel the weight of i,
fyce. | s 100 r"canf,m;i}- everything. There is really very little (o do and nothing at all

ghe poit im. 1 can only nod at this kid an the bus, almost imperceptibly, wish him the
psay 0 - --lemir-' stupid essholes in the back spontancously burst into flame.
pest and

. ait bt at the next stop, miraculously, soma of the girls pot off and
”dminfﬂj:-.pdtg::'.un and sit du-.-.'rlpn;.' w1 (o them and things relax a bit. The bus
pfoboy s e get on, people get ol I'm neanng my stop. He keeps his anm around
Leeps BHNE. FTDT’ :b:[ ,-.'.D“: He manages to wrangle a kiss from that gul before | get
b ﬂm:[t ni:ncc al them up there through the bus window and do what passes for
' m-d'::im: im.,mm.g; Came on, world, gtve them a break, yeah? A bit of eany peace
poyEr ol |
o Ff]:c; | cross the strect, wishing [ had a cigarelle. Sian running home msicad
And the bum 1 my chesi s there o no Ume

E

L+ PR iR dop e 1 SRR O F T TIETID

Callin lived down the street, and 1 wanted to b just like him. OK, he d'd.n l-”“
Y i down the street; we bath lived in Newport. 1 lived near the highway and Codlm hiﬁ?
(] % at Nve Beach. And if [ didn’t want 1o be fusr like him, | hﬂi""d.q’ o him tbcu‘_::'
[ 1stadeat logks up I o teacher. But maybe not something as dry and tired as that, either
Collin brought me into this thing, Collin, fourteen years afler the ﬁmm
Maysdirectly responsible for pulting me where | am. For many of the behie So0. for the
the street with, for that almost subconcious need (o always Foot r“‘m“;; LP, the unending
Jvending desire 1o find a vinyl copy of Cryptic Slaughter’s Money kid. He was the older
S8 betwecn which Accused record was the best. | idolized te inundated fato this
B9, bis friends were older, | was the young, rotund little idiot h::m who jnitally
S5 Of veritable demigods. For the most part, heroworship for n—







a lat of it through word of mouth, mentioned 0 the evening
mﬁucmb,pmﬂrmgmnylnshmvu;l We ook the bus down and |
fromm the star; the police in Portand arc notorious for their by | o8 Dervay

There were thousands of people there in the pask Cops wers lining varioue
avenues, redirecting traffic. | guess the march had Proper

pernuils and had arranged some.
thing with the cops- piven them a detaled rouls of w

here the march wiould he h-:.:.dmﬂ

v lalking A loose Iine of biks COps in
their helmets formed a Joose wall an VANIOUS aventics s traffic, yellow POLICE

And after Ligtening 1o o fow speeches from students and vets
this eoalition and tha commitles, the most incendiary and
lud in Maya's debate class, we walked. She and [ wound u
strous throng of people: students and mos and hippies
masks

5 and Black Bloc punks in sk
and people in costumes and veterans and homeless and legless and women in busi.

: i1 Uus sea of people. And Porland's
ﬁgmuyuﬁn 11 respect 1o other citics, wasn't even thal large. But my God: people in the
and office buildings stared o through their windows, down onto us. One

| woman next to us held her kid's hand and waved at 8 bunch of w amen staring down sl s
from an office building, “We're doing thig for you!™ she yelled
I'll be the first 1o admil that there's something terrible and powerful about the

- Hive, the dangerous potential in o seq of people just marching forward. Ten thousand
mﬂmﬂmw stretch of pavement ten blocks lang. [ fell powerful and some-
liow vulnerable at the same 1

time, locking eycs with pedestruins that stood on the sidewalk

and watched us as we passed. Ooe guy in a business suit simply held up o sign thal resd
BUSH/C s4ill 2 a statue, staring right back of us,

- Wemarched down Broadway, threaded back through (o 6, I think, ooce we hit

. mmﬁﬂlhﬂbﬂCWElppnmui was (hat the cops did nor want us on the

BES: Every bridge overpass was clogged with 1 line of cops in riot gear and blockades,

Ul

and membery of
thoughful onc made by SOfthe
P right ai the front. This mpg-

.+ POLICE written at the top. They Wﬂﬂl;-d us contained, | sup-
i . ghichds W! ery bridge overpass the maxs would slow dewn, the 1eg.
i arca. A&V ly try 1o talk to the cops, break through that

"ﬂ"‘"ﬂ: il le would simply ﬁ"_
ﬂwgl Some Pwph“! pndementh their helmets, on their faces Ulimn just
ing * jyencss 'hw4 sebody would yell, “Come onl Keep moving!™ and (he
Jmpﬂ‘"‘ i L “’;mw“d We headed dovwn Gih, people banging drums, peo-
af wﬂ'&w}h" SUIEE '-: | laughing, people waiching. When we got back to the
stilts, Mays o0 all turmed right back around and started the march over
u:,l'ﬂlﬂ march. “:mnm people this tme. And by all accounts, it had ponie
’ﬂ snythifts: M-w":;mrzﬁ.ﬂ dissent, if you're into that sort of thing. Mo vandal.
lidanty, ssatisfaction with the decisions their government

-~ nﬂfuh ﬂ-rm ghowing their dissal
2 cititens

7 i, g ; :
e T i name Civil disobedicnce and elc
n

a bank where a woman and uﬂﬂu‘pltd‘udﬂsmE:I:

i h the window of the lobby, Some kid in'a Lﬂﬂf!k I'I'll.i-k ;Unﬂ;}'l:t]-‘rt to
:rthl!!is st + windows. They buckle and shiver but don't break. . d
i i 1-.]'ruu]-l s h HL ..‘IS.H an the window and j-::liJ!sllﬂ'ic other L::]IIE &
el ‘”":;_r::‘ J;cujliu fram the crowd yell at them, “That's MIIF‘W_FM =
oo "ﬂ%ﬁlmh;rl« of that, hold on to Maya's hand and kecp rnndl-ll:lg E!ux‘
g ::uﬂﬂ:r;hings are splintering; the cross-pollination of pacifists an poncermed,

Five minutes later we pass by

! - arm wilh Do agen-
peing catizens and straight-up anarchists, all pressed together "I'n' i:gn e daie
et forth beforchand besides marching. © { course '||'|11'|35M': ROIng south,

bl 1 ide: there is another group
w‘.:k keep walking and the group falls apart at Burnside: ¢ 6ith, traffic is backed

ol eolesters there, stopping traffic at the intersection of Btﬂﬂfsrliﬂnd s back, winding 1p
& for blocks. Some people stay there; our group spliniers o back, windin

R st in the lead,
8des (be Bumside Bridge, poing past Skidmare Fountam. Mn&];;ﬁ:;‘l nice lady in 8
ough many others have dropped back; in the lead, it ilﬁh and the Black Bloc kids. We

il logizes for stepping on my feel so much and scrawls
mTﬁ'h‘;:fthﬁl another kLIui pulls out one of those big M;ﬁl:ﬂwﬂ the bndge
FCKTHE US on the side of it. | toll Maya that trmﬁﬁ'lﬂmm“m to, the
R ata point in the city now where the cops apparen 3"'““: cops are 0ing 10 cither be
86 Brldge), we should hold back and go home. 1 know




group surging forward fowards the part of the hrid, BOL 15 nerial yicy,
intersection of the bridge, the part where there was .L‘;:m. uu: offramp joing g,
bamicades. The kids tried the push right through them, knocer, - 24 Dike coy
over and then the cops were just on them Macing protesters u,“;“ﬁ;mm,-“p
were out now. People were getting arrested and gelting the shit b asnkly
news channels showed that scguc incessantly throughout the ni sht QU of ther, T,
_ Tha havoc that proiesiers wreaked on traffe troughout the s
a level cither d‘-m.gtl‘nus or genius, depending on your views, Some p.;,;,uf'h R
tually, through the line af cops on the Sicel Bridge snd walked 1o the Fmi: made i, ey

out eventually anto the fresway. Some of the people on Burnside 1& :.{m g

a:l'!:lmd, again, whils others made it throuph across the bridge into the L: PuL, walking

:‘Jh.ls m.u‘:uw group of people with varymg agendis. Some people wha - :'qd‘: of town,

intersection formed o circle and bumned an American flag, footage of wh ’T?;‘i Put al the

Bons played also played aver and over again. A lot of ]-._n:..,,|.; (B very rl:i,.:: Pt

l‘-fﬂf pactures taken and the newseasters and their camern operpiors g{.:;.: ud,,w l':[']w“nu

bon managers, essentinlly, (o stay the fuck away from the protesters and I-JJmE by sta-

Fﬂiﬂ af the group, And can you blame the protesters? Now adoys --,_.L._."]Id“:lm! i) e
Just a hq:ll SLIP nnd & Ly mway fiom “domestic terronam.™ [ sure o5 ghit Hulu:;dlfzm. .

to have my lace caught on tape- facinl recopnition PrOgrams are ..El[',m. farly ; e

= & - K oy iy SCCurale
l_lml"ldn!rl;, we appear by all intents and purpases to be bellying ourselves um 1o that
ticular bar known as the Brave New World And that's the ||::.--.-|_u|'. ol ihe ]h:.“r i r: m:|
don’t think it would be much of a conspiracy theory if [ talked about my 1:;;::.1:5::;'-:;“_
that that march was filmed af various ponts throughout our trek. Simply in an atlempl ko
maich the crimes of those mrresied with their acls, physical evidence ;-|' vandalismT O
does: that Indy with the glasses and the bosiness suit tha apologized for l;::ppmg.nn oy
ﬁtﬂ‘.hﬂ"'ﬁ a fﬂ"ll cxira sheafs ui’;rupcr stuck in her FRI file, r |1|_;!'|| next Lo ber current address
and I'ﬂﬂ'ﬂdlt_mmﬂ? Dees the woman who yelled ““We're doing this for youl™ up Lo therse
other women in the office build ings have an extra attachment, another little icon on a com-
puter ferecn somcwhere, in some FBI database now? Perhaps most importantly, is this
Just !;!Im:mu? Further, isn't ihat old adage “Just because you're paranoid docsn't mean
they’re not I-ﬂ‘ﬂ you" ringing a little more true in this day and age?

. Ultimately, there's no casy way (o tie this up, no nice punchline to cap (his story
ofll 'l.l.l': went hnm¢ and walched on the news while some people sl in the middle af a
busy intersection for hours. Other people stopped traffic, kicked some windows in and
spraypainted on some property, All of this was, supposedly, a case of citizens voicing thetr
MIII opinion in regards to the United States” invasion of Irnq. The news, aof course,
portrayed all the protestors as potential vandals or hoodlums, intent on destroying the very
fiber of America through property damage and a longer-tshn-average commule for people

i any
|¢ mﬁ.r}_:h

ased, 1n

iﬁ?"‘“‘*ﬂmwhu,mw not have been that far off for some of them

5 e, which road rhould we take? I this wasn't the nght path,
[ have o W B Ao Who's agenda could we have followed 1o do some-
fut o we Wa substantial? [t's became clear to me that the current
pﬂ:ﬂhl'-:fi jisteming to the “voice of the people.” President Bush has
o s elearly e “well-intentioncd” but that the govemment’s just going to
P i ot black hughway marked Mu{:ufﬁﬂ Destiny, regardless. When do
. pl'ﬂw il 15 just not being made here? And upon r::_nmng that, how the
=* W-Pmn:i-ml. 4o we do? Which would be maore effective, & million peaple
. 1_[‘1' “1]1,: state or & million people refusing to pay their taxes to pay for
ore “defense?” As we sl here, what avenies do we have left 1o

L.

-

i i ‘L e
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.HJ-' "Lng yaul, ihe carpel here 15 tod thin These apariments, on both sides of
['m & g iall and cach building taking up mosi of a city block, were

I 0 slone
#"ﬂ IIH-JI fwo L there are umes when thal {ine \\'E‘ll'imll.l'IS]'l'IF Shll'ﬂ “mﬂh

| cheap and famst -
gewe UP . (he guy GoWnsLairs is s¢ reaming ot his wife again. Nol for the first ume, or
o P ¢ o'clock in the moming and they

o : worse thon others. [Us thire
'.Mhﬁ E!;h:::fll af the bar one more ume and here be 15, coning home with
:';fﬂflﬂﬁﬂ and a voice that just can’t secm o scream loud enoupgh, bringing it all
'1Fh:l= ip the wife and kid. Here he 1=, coming home. Here is the family snd here are
t::ﬂdl pching 50 bad to Teach oul and smash something, hey bey. I've heard this one
e I1's like @ song | know the words U ) but don’t want to sing
| And it"s scary when you realine thal you hve downstairs from what could ]'.II.'I-'I:
] s your family. O maybe it's just sad. Or maybe it’s sad and scary when you realize
ﬁgm five above your father as he was twenty years ago, and that while maybe your
M it wear & ducks’s ass haircul Like s guy dozs and strut around in a beather jack-
\ -[i: he's the fur.k'in!; Fonz or something, they both still sereamed at the women lllqr'
W with just the samc, and their kids learned (o be just as silenl, they I':ﬂ_r'“dw b": Just
F o the odhier comer, just wnder the hem of the blanket, just behind their mother's leg
| when he it |‘:I|:|||:|z.=I brave and tallang back and is very, very tired of his shit.
But right now, no one is brave here in this spartment complex, stacked togeth-
W &k Tinkertoys with thin walls, no ane is brave, not the woman downstairs and not me.

Lt of all me. She is silenk_ be is muiiering and mutierng and then screaming and throw-

i = P B . see walking with his mother out the door,
B wawthing and the kid, the bay | sometimes soc walking s inkias caffie tod tlling

%8 alwys quict, that’s what you leam 10 do. And here 1 am
Bpelf that if it gets any worse, that tomight | am calling the motherfucking cops. Tomight,

(8wl be it Tonight. And that’s the same as always too. And the greatest disservice fo

S ¥oenan and that kid, ha, that little me, is that | will probably never call the police uatil

el pag (he point of doing anyone any goad

They' a and | moved in here last summer an ky blue

ve pol an old boat of o Chevy in their spol, : i

i boat of o car that I've nl:l\:f soen move, And m Wmﬁ:ﬂw:}

b o there, o big old sunflower in a big old pot resting o i the window, the
S S sweat it out in this apartment last summer and se¢ e .
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i ok more time ang g amg hex|
‘ e
mom wiy home from Safeway and r..:zr.:l.pcr;'m
10us, he'

ST it
right s i 1
o gi“;i:ﬁ; and his mom, see She is the ¢
8 meteor that orbits their atn::'n;rjff?::l
ic
and then leaves. By

hapter, story by story, the cutting down of

Chrig
ot from Ell’hnx & Lettuee reviewed a back issue
Samcone with a centerfold in the middle of their
eynical and jaded *
08 [ swallow.
. yesterday and spent five minutes
y Curs.
M‘ui&dum How'd I get bero? How'd the pres-

it 1o
! up and continually find myself? This is

4

puddy, my pal, get me oul of here. Take me home.,
sometimes if 11 be up there forever, living in this mcmo-
water tower with an aching, fractured arm, up there
.' dnnnny,cﬂckﬂdlldinphyiﬂgTQmWIiu,lndin
0o skee? B through he rusty grate with, up the ladder and scross the ledge, up
o i All of us yOUng and on fire with something, maybe just ignorant of the
#Mww: ing us by like n motherfucker, passing by like a comet who's tail
ipally almest caiching but never quite,
B = | wind up there, i my head: the tower. Flipping through the years
that’s both comforting and bitier, that calm, shultening photobook of memo-
red. a hollow tube skeletoned with rungs that you climbed, the grate
od back with someane’s dad's boliculters years ago, the hollow bong
: od in the center of the Lower, the way it gave just o bit, just slightly. The
A e uﬁw C side of yourscll when you saw the lights of the city there on the honzon
J _ﬂgnﬂ scross your €y¢s 0 just the nght way. And how vou could smell the night back
7 _wm things had a tendency 1o cither smell like cigareties or nothing, nothing at all.
. ] am forever locked in these arms of memory and that's fine, fine, fine.
!___ ] have been asking myself a lot Istely about adilthood, and these eryptic words
,‘gj fke courage, man worth. Wondering where what can be called our nature stops mnd
-;; . eiee starts. Thinking of the people that 1 know, their bravery, their doggedness.
[._H [ Maya wants io move 1o Berkeley or Juarez, she will, 1f Mathan decides to build a house
o 4 TivEr somewhere in Southern Oregon md elub Rsh in the nver for food, he'll find &
way (o do it. | cannot imagine myscll anywhere but nght here, new memaorics being
b | earved out; fading tattoos, bad feet, this cup of coffee. Home is just where you hang your
] tead, | think. (Or where your head hangs, which is the same Life will forever be whittled
4 down to these things: this cigarelic, a beer, trying to wrile a letter to my father, scrambling
ke mad to come up with that lest forty bucks for rent Welcome home.

A . Thisishow it goes, every ﬁmI'w;m:mngnﬂuywhﬂntbr'ﬁhmsm}'
':*Lmsnlhuam:wuyiigmsd-nunnm}-ﬁmt.{kmnmhhfﬂtbﬂﬁlﬂmm
[ ] B where expectation, or hope, or possibility, | Jtimately puts its knce on the back of
/ mdpﬂpﬁ}rwm iy Eace with o towel. Realy hard And you should call me
(| Shric Brown because it's a football | just keep kicking at £ Ak
muﬂdﬂdm one area, scarching for it, that we miss so much else. Looking
you dropped on the strect and you don’t see that
10 the bus stop bench.
. I've participatod in a lot of art shows. S




n--uthImmucdimhnh
mlhpillninﬂubﬂllmlhﬂnuwlh:
. yeours that they “re going io (ke and ro ene has ¢
Eatons, when you "ve wom the

» When you ang
focond stove hay (g

. ~en respanded (0 your ey
mwnfmufwlwuuuhmrm

B

“mmmmmhm.

but it's bukishut, straight down the line and by and by
ly: You will never get laid I continually fall

says, “Man, you were always picked lag fior kickball, yoy can’

ily ot i the front yard, sheating the shit aboot how 1o gul an

Watzon Creek has the besi trout, you can hardly afford bars or b
Betivitics where you might stumble scross waman inclined o parale
with you, and you are nol really that pood looking or charismatic, by
that's actually pretty good. 5o thir ! be Your chance to shine,

. .lLI.n':IJ.:I MMl
¥eah, thot trap. And of course it never comes Lo fruition

Thirdby, you wilf get drunk, in & vapue and vain g

e lo somchow convinge
the cosmon that Pouts One and Two should

somehiw tnke place, sh i happen. You will
wander around the pallery, griting emore and more intoicaied, Irying to spark up conver-

sation with people wha are BIving your paintings a eursory plance,
amounts of Pabat Blue Rilbon coursing through your stunied v
usually stilted, forced, awkward and ulimately, short
Some would argue that 1'm mussing the point entirely, that this is not the point
of art, and as far as that goes, I'd have o agree with them, 1t's certninly not the paint of
art, but what's the poini of mn art opening? My art is for me, dear one, but who's the an
opening for? What's the point of the artist attending the on opening? Modi would srue
that the artist is ibere for one reason and onc reason only: to set as a representative of his
art i the wrt-purchasing public, people who come 1o the pallery. People like o collect
artists a5 much as they do ai, right? Well, what happens when the art is virtually uncol-
leetable? When the supply greatly, temrifically surpasses the demand? What happens then?
Well, the artist has little recourss but lo make a complete ass out of himsell in a vain
most debased of pleasures. And what that all means is that history

over and over again: I will sell paintings in small flurrics and then

taut even with copious
cing, the conversationg are

- n[mmmllpmuhnlﬂnn"tqllm
mﬂﬂmummﬁwhﬂ:ulmmuﬁw

iﬂll‘ms;. , some might just argue that 'm a fucking idiol, and they would peob.

: cavernous for
were @ il o
| Uocedbye, X-Ray. Hell, goodbye, La Luna, even thoug

" -ing sround and catching up with
l So we have cofTee at the Howling Frog, Siming fiad decided to just lll._
JII Alex

—_— We rode Greybound up there and | cant belicve it was cool with my mom. You

WanLS 1o mmooch,
#':::lg; art spcoks for itscll, which is a mﬁlﬂlchﬂ-ln:luﬂhﬂw

oeds with pieces of fiee cookics falling ot of ary mogh

o lot over the years but there's a bunch that | gill remember Like
T rmml:r::rcr purchased? That one Green Day recond with the bulldog on the
his first e u:::ut“my: that | liead back home on the bus afler the show, | was on my way
fiook e P them play. My mom was prachong the an of leting go of her kad, just
ﬂﬂlﬂ;ﬂi L "c’; ritnessing the |.|.!_:|_-..- trrihing of thal newbom ..'hlh'\- that, it twms ol
ey o} “:i' sears- The Punk Band That Plays Arenss Raiher Than The Basement
st 0812 ) en Day mnde it big? What was the year they were plasiered on every
fihen was 1 B l\Ir-rﬂ..lrr.-l'-l'u:-.- Stome 10 Criar, what was the year they rocketed 1o stardom
pock PUEEEE ﬂ"-".".lur .,.,.;.;L.a and] kefl an entire underground sobeuliure with its collective
i the Space Urd‘t:;:- toking & shit in the outhose and acnaced 1o discover there werp
‘wrlldﬂ,l:-.lﬂhl1I:LF-".13'.I'I|.I||I.'.|I thie keyhole, trying to pet a good peek. » rock-solid sool
e “x ihat? 19917 19927 Shau, 19937
gugle? VO 'e.t‘-"f1 IF I:I-:-"IL I.-I|-1 I: iook the Creyhound up there and [ bonestly don’t remem
ook :":: -l Wi 10 the Pine 5t Theater, the place was packed, thronged with
g B 2 ;{: } 'r.:.r- ol them What was the capacity for thal place? Two thou-
R, duadreds an ”.].: L.|-l.- oy was sold ool Scoll laughed, oot really knowing what
sand! mmh.“ 2 ||1 ,“:l.l -,.l. other people’s misfortune, but be always laoghs ol his own a3
e - ET:;”] :-..l-lll .|.. x,u was sold oul and we had beaded there withoul bickets 'I.':u: \'E
o w:cu.“‘dnlt-:ulhlr to el in Getiing ready to dogpodty :lnldgt' Ouf asses l::d:; =
e ardd then, amid the swarming sea of bentied adolescents
(ezyhound sution, gnd then s n e v ;
In their best baseball hats and holf shirs, there’s Alex. 8 mld. wmm
ol at all. unlike most of us there, and jost that fact slone is cnough ;
be's mod slicked up at all, unlike 1 i S
him stand out like a flare nexi to the side of the 7-1.1.'¢ ety 1:1::' "ﬂhﬂfm_m
spiky bracelets, his baseball hat twmed backwards spol him inumed
II.II:hIIg af we walk up -
“What the hell are vou doing here Z ! el wck
I thought you guys might show up,” be said “Just thought I'd arvund
ez il | could spot you ™ . i
T“tnpr: minutes later, after a Ibc.'fﬂ}' session of smashing mu;“ ;Iﬂ:aul .::_
buildmps, Alex takes us to the Howling Frog ‘Du:l m’uﬂu "l.l e
only there o few times: anotber checkmark ““umd::rm Inendhy tormatl
Paces 10 o for dispossessed I‘nrl!m!m:_ ano el 7 R
Kritched out; the place shut down shoitly after )

WY baies

| we
wnd trying 1o figure out what the hell to do. Like 1 ssid,




sche 'qdﬁ:yﬂﬂﬁﬂiﬂhﬁ‘lﬂlﬂbﬂdlhuhmlul.:mlbalinnlbmlwuw
g 10 let my attcaipts at academnia fall by the wayside, that 1. for the mogt 80 will:
give much of a shit about much of a shilting anything, 1 that poing g - P2 did nog
e et e hool the ot day) 1. Homevey,
wasn't much o do cxcept head back on the .
\-wﬂf & loss We were an our way down there, right in uﬁiﬂ'ﬂ?ﬁ” i 5ol g
_Rmrwmhummmmmﬂmmmmmtm et (o 'S Skid
.m'!.h!nﬁgndmdlﬁuhbilfmmyjuﬂhuwb!glhia[um.u_mjm
just visiting and don’t know the arca at all. How full of potential, oy TS
mmmﬁﬂwm was the epicenter of it ﬂﬂ:llm]:;?;;:u e
brought you back, it was the mecting and departure point for g bhast of my it
Hmrﬂws,wt:nlpﬂmyhgmq,lkm :ogclmmmhourmlywjn-m Ao
smoke outside, 1 know o do it quick and cup my hand around the cigaretie Drﬂﬂﬂ-"lf“‘ £0
frve kds mm&m comung up and asking for 0 smoke Byt back :hmﬁ}.l B E=t
‘Ilnudmﬁmér ol'}-n:uh.ﬂmr:_r:s:dmmm&ng could happen. | miss that =ik
. %gwlmngmhﬂmmcsrcmlnlm here we are, agyj
geniuses, pushing the cart like hell and then letting go and laughing like J:u:.niqfs :ﬂh
smashed into a building or something. We're just about to dao i again when g i
around the comer and asks us what the hell we're doing. ot

v - L :
k when the Portland police
nd in their squad cars.

= .- .‘lﬂlll Skid Row and didn’t JUSE Cruse anou
lhh:hcl] arc you doing with that cart?™
“0Ob, nothing. It was just like that ™
BIE You going ™
'n": _i*a'hﬁmd station.”
0410 5 you down here again " I 7 am. Now go back the way you came, | don't

‘Hhﬂ?ﬂiﬂilhﬂfﬂwuhmumbmmhhmgwuhmmh‘
we would lermorize the neighborhood or something But, fuck, we were a
evenieen year-old kids from a little fighing town on the coast, Definitely a case

sharks. Alex has a great story about being downtown with

b iried to mug them and pulled o knife. They just
Iy [aqL=] ;
harin o MI'-'I’E"-‘ Hﬁ;ﬂ;usl folded his knife up and waied for the next
pdlﬁpl 8 mwﬁm:&un}'mﬁiuﬂlﬂmuﬂhﬂumﬂgwm
- story bt how Ty right: we were stupid kids.
; s probably nght _ ;
| ﬁﬁi;mnﬂp“ il kids, considenng il was about onc in the moming and we
_hd" ihe pack ﬂf::‘fniﬁ- did what all stupid kids would dun in such a nmm
hlln .;:: tiny studio aparimenl, called wp Joe, drank wine and gol in punch-
o Adex
. at the Oregon School for the Blind sbout thineen or four-
Joo wos @ ‘ll'::: E:‘Lﬂrﬂ 10 admit there is, unforunately, o class sysiem ol the
y yei* age- : w::: Blind's summer camps As rough as it sounds, Joe a:u]_l wWere in
S‘W fue [ cool kids at the Sehool because we were not “totals™, e, totally
: e wre did not have autism. 1 could do an entire issue of Avow just
jads, Iﬂd_ hout (he amazing charsclers | mct there, the temble, mean pranks |
ih wm‘; and the pranks that were subscquently done 1o me, but fear of a law-
o just gonna have 10 tell you in person if 1 ever meet you Meedless
it m_.l his eyesight was a litile bit worse than the last time 1'd seen him
R e iy Adex's wine and staried dnnking. And | hate wane, man;
= l]llﬂmﬁuy opened up Ale
o W i
o 50 lz{r:lma_-g pights where things just happen the way they were meant 10
MEWﬂL:smqf winc and promptly threw up (an allergy he has ﬂmilnﬂ::n:ssﬁdh'
Sco e “. bsequent years, 1 assure you.) We eveniually drank all the wine, sl
- i :.l:ﬁﬁuq!_]'ilf{l u'|-,'|r| the cherry almaretio, strmpght out of the botile. As far
“HII :#ntll:: it L]m:I:..m‘IT is a liquere (ot a liquor, & liguere, you see), meant labt:n_u:r.:d
:-mehn im.cmf_c Al T know is thal it wos swl».:gfli.ng:!'ds‘w:g had the consisten-
1 me just @ bit choser towards the cliff of idiocy.
qﬂﬂmf:m Ef:ﬁn-.a::{m had taken its toll, Joe and 1 sicpped up o bal and stepped
i ap in the evolutionary Indder. first boore, then [—I_glLUltE. It started out as
m'.jmm' NL.;J- devolved mio punchin The night followed this course: .Juc and [EI_E'
B o s ied sevenicen year-old wisdom, he tackles me while 1 shug him
gle in all of our half-sighted s i : 0o, b o while Al sls o
F nd we both po crushing inio the wall, falling : L
Iﬂﬂﬂ-‘lk =II'I.a 2 d 5 : i . -1 Finel tried to slecp on the puliout eouch. This, seeming-
bindesk, laughing and Seoll and

: " iz desk. And
ty, weat on for hours. We managed, | remeniber, o break Alex’s siereo and b

: 1 " ound the next mom:-
we all went home, nearly-asleep and mildly hungover, o lhﬂ:f:? i Tt

= ' ho was less
fag. And of course, [ come home (o my mom, W ! s T B
bome the night before, nover called her and managed 1o miss schoo show

weat, [ heard it was pretty good

I"ve written about Westport e fore, many
where Alex bought a house, this
scene as much as 1 could, had a lotof bopo 8xd




* the work that [ had put
facked up area and kids had 10 work hard for it
: So in many ways, the kids in

mmmdmummg
i older, cranky punk (it Keidh s
- .i_-ltd!mm:msdbou: irlw
m me I'd pet my ass k

wnewhen and 1y

4 kaﬂﬂ:u nod,
mﬂwﬁﬂrhuml

lart & whale chain of

fwenty two, fuck!) afler they
ent and smashed out the w
icked for it and it would

il was like 1985 had never (aken place
kids fighting and getting drunk and fuck-
taking place in one night io that ssme cassetic copy of
1 1 in the tape deck, complete with its requisite skips

Ll Mhﬂmdnhhmnd

Aourists but how | hope to Christ that much of what punk con-
PWidays are things other than if you can get high from sniffing a magx

_ -ty dirty word again) of kids thal were younger than me, that hadn't had 3
jﬂwmdeﬂlmMMo{nﬂmﬂmm
e imes sulfocating set of principles known as “punk ™ 11's hard not 1o

-_-,_ﬂﬂ';':"‘“""ﬂ ting a letter 1o Steve of Journalsang the other night, talking about what
L. pinking about recently while going to shows. How sometimes 1'll be at some
| e B, some band's playing in the living room os the basement and sometimes, my
[ J o= ® w“hﬂiﬂ-l‘mwhnzﬁihlﬂﬂghﬂr. There's three kids playing their drums and
A G ofthem s shakiag his ass on the keyboards, knocking around making this

ﬁi‘ wmwummmwcdlm.mmm&immghﬂ
; _ﬂ"m‘ﬂmmﬂmuanmldinuwmmrhymmmwm God, it's funny.
| stuss the band siops, we politcly clap and all go off into our seperate comers of the
J| Aot ihen T_h‘.m'm;utnuimwlh:yuld.ihllcmﬂsnrhdﬂnthiﬂnml-ﬂluu,pﬂ'fn:ly
] o0 s and backpacks riddled with patches and butions, o aloof and 50 sophis.
1 oIl at once. Writing Steve about how our scenc is 50 funmy sometimes, asking him
there can be any room for hipsiersm, for clitism in a scene where just sbout all of us
P | *7 e kids that got picked last for kickball, we were all the kids who, you knaw, read
e fior fun, who were picked on snd pushed down and snubbed How can there be
oo for my of that shit when the one unifying theme, the lowest common denominator
amongst just about all of us at shows s that we're all social retards? How can we have
l o0 that comes even close o snobbery or o class system when we were the ones who
i

sdways had milk squirting out of our collective nose?

So, | doa’t know, moybe the Westport Lids were frustrating in their juvenility,
but they were sincere, they were willing o leam from people and they were accepting
When it comes (o being around people, intcracting with people and being aroimd them,
B ihere are only two things tha! are concrele rules in my Life. One, | will never, ever be afraid
‘¥1 orembarmassed o ask a question 1] doot understand something and twa, to try snd never,
W oo belittle or lnugh ot someane if they ask o question. The Westport kids might pass out
and throw up on your couch but they would never talk down to vou or try and make you
feed bess-than. But here, now T Can we say (hat? How weleoming are we Just how mela-
| eve oo we?
Y e W £ W 3. 5

I'wanna spear my freedom fries with the femur of the Precident
And if I'm gonna go then you 're ponna know how [ went.
-Note eventually found by Portland pﬂuhﬁﬂbﬂpﬂ&ﬁﬂfﬂ!mm

fucking compse

making, for rebuilding the oil infrastructire
e Iluulmitmhllfbw




et Iraq's ol piplincs up and running, a loan i
mch hwmmﬂudrmhlnmnhmqm‘::ﬂ?"r :
t i crude oil by the barrel foc US reserves. Despite tho (et g e, 0 41
eric: _ﬂmu\mmmqmlmm&m{nm thing like

yﬂ-wﬂhﬂm}.rﬁhmﬁ:mmmuuynm i armicd
: ashamed 1o be an American eitizen, et
= m'ﬂllﬂhiﬁmlhhuyhyﬂ::iuumum .
by it sometimes: Somcthing like two weeks afle France’s stead eyt ™ #ill shockeg
mummmmm ul':.cirj.ngl.nddmnanuimu
| mhquumth Whate Hol._u.:hcld & presy r;..unﬁ:'-m::m
) flerence, the cafeicria offically changed their menu, complate wig, ielevisig ;
| fromed version ul"lit:r;w men and the cafeicria manager shaking hands v ™ °
- White Houss oiTfeial. The event *
.la,'ﬂ'l SERARC A et e p oo Fpot on 1l"HGI!iIiE;-‘::w-“:
] In the name of patriotism and suppart of the White House'
mm-mhqm in m np_pm:nt attepd ot chastiging Fr;mmu 'rf.f,; A, R8s
;hhmhnm,Ihnu.f:mnmvmdm:ummuwlhnmm;ingn Freneh w il
s ST replacey
-. French fries T Whitz Hosise were now koown ag Frecdom Fries

_ This is the one that did it for me, The most powerful natiog
= ' th
off by m Ran by dipshit, power-maddened cowhboys who :rr:::n :;::::{':JEM
y “ﬂﬂt}rﬁn mio dead ends, when the legalitics of world diplomacy siops lhtmmng
i their war. Here in the States, we pout when we don't get our wary, And then ey iy u‘::
| Hoops anyway.
This is my America, and |'m ashamed

it T e T

B s have liked Mathan, We were living in our hometown, spending 100 mwch oo rent and

™ romantic interests of any bul the heartiest and most bobemian of women. Al the time,

_ ONE
]

wan: b ] - E
= ——
' 7]
- ¥
#
v

EIIEI'III hﬁ!‘-‘i‘ﬂ' in the eredo that sometimes all you can be is an excellent

That sometimes all you can do is stumble shead, forge new ground ihe best

that others may come after you, gingerty toc the wreckage with their foot and
Christ. At least now I know what not 1o do.”

=

F
[

o | "ehes and rusted vepatables wouldn't work for a first datc, especially for aieans whio

S 1" 24t 00d buy grocerics. We'd make power dinners that

y ﬁ,.dloﬂ ipus 1o mecting Maya, wha I'm mill weal
‘ Fl'l-']"'m stuck around, my nmdfm operandi ofien mﬂ?:::::r:wh v
} ﬂ“'m‘hmwﬂi' it Wk nu::nnl_'r' nothing quile s linear and Planned oot o that §w
o i it et o e i
] SRR o B BN on oad (WA
e ;;:H‘T“H AN CROSSING or smw.mmfmmmmﬂ'rfizlﬁmgﬁnmmw
T:%l.k THAT GAL THAT'S JUST NOT INTERESTED AHEAD, shit ke that) and bioad.
buﬁd'h"""“ﬂ the spimy undergrowth of the Prairic of Love, omly 1o ﬁlldmzmllimpihd
5 D{mtcmﬁ{sruilr:m.mcﬁnl;mﬂummqjmld]mmlk:ﬂuddngﬂm
pnd [n]lluﬂ'n::.l : wmv?t. tke | stated carlier, | have managed 1o cull some
ulife of wisdom rom S0me o these expenences. Over the yvears | haven') potien
Jooking but 1 ve goltea @ litile wiser. Lisied below, an instance gleaned fioam
g .,-;m“v:ﬂu gl':rn}r' nm.l I.Tnyngﬂh.:ir.nj:i_srul:ﬁtll.u::ikﬂm I'beg all of you 1o read carefully
The majorty of you “J},MJTIi }t 1": i _m'-'-. your h“dlnldlaughllnq fallacy,
< =1'd never .1..;.. that!” but il | may assist just one of you, if’ one of you MaY ever
o If sl & similar junction, thal | implore you: heed this warning
Let us begin:
When Nathan and | were living together in the insanely expensive plasterboand
, after John Whose Dad Was In The Mob had moved oul, we somehow met
these (o girls from a ncighbanng wwn. They would come over and visit hang oul, we
would all sit swhowardly around the coffec table and chat. It was all very proper and some-
pow English, We should have been offering them tea and eockies and saying “Pip! Pip!
Jolly bo, wol!™ a lot more han wie sctually did To this day [ can't remember how we met
them and cannot figure oul why they come around other than the fact that one of them

were jusi beginning to cultivate the artistic and literary nuonces that would Later quell the

bawever, we were jusi nincteen year-old kids who were pretty messy, fairly dirty and had
{he social skills of, well, crored rmbbils who had spent the past two weeks smoking a lot
ol crystal meth and hufTing insect repellant. And 1 somehow gol the guts up o ask one of
fhese pirls, April, oul | was poing 1o moke dinner. For someone who could list (heir
Cificind Dates in High School on one hand, even if [ happened 1o be an ampatee, this was
the Big Time

Now, look, | am ficking ofd, man. | mcan, I'm older, anyway, quite a bil And
| can hardly cook now, I'm a bit more versatile and have, foe the most part, (allen out of
sl trap that much of America gtill finds itself immensed in: A meal? Itk pofia e mem
W ir! SUll, when [ was nineteen | knew how to do three things: 1) Microwave stufl. 2) Bail
ufl 3) Put butier on stufl In (e townhouse, | mostly subssted on dp_:ﬂlﬂ'l. collee,
beet, Boone's wine, microwave burritos, grilled checse sandwiches and boiled asparagus
from a pot Iaced with a delicate film of rust oa the bottom. For years, | sssociated aspara-
B8 with power 1ools and parapes and have since lﬂﬂmi'mr“mh".‘hmw
Eparagus constituted my very lifeshlood However, even | knew that grilled cheese sand-

|0 used t0 such a dict, who obviously cared for their sppearance, fook care of them-
slves. April wore lip gloss: | wore the same socks foe nine days straight. What the hell

¥l going 10 make for dinnce?
i mﬁhﬁcundllmdlng:mumSmh[mﬂh!m:;‘Mﬂlmm

0efors | moved in with Nathan, when things were |oo8 SRR L e e




T

2 What, you can'l read ithe noon? 1t"s thiree Iunsdred feet all and

O tront of your face, man, Jecz Bul for the sake of smplicity, 11l spell

pr "'“M}u in o ble print. Noic the italics for emphasis, please: Jfyou're Rﬂlﬂ?m

’,.ﬂ:} daie, o 3¢l all your shitty pop-punk records and take the person oul to
A j

secondary gl ot
You want (o be full n.:,. ?:;:“;]““-' 4 -zﬂl \ Jocsd youl €5 blame the resiaurant if ity bad And chances are fairly
Indics man snd smart o el Lasted g1 B Av ke T:W the nirta-and-mshroom medley that ultimately led 1o my demive, Or
mm Facl - decidod to ke that gy f‘”m; s worsf, call your mom g and get thar recipe for that delicioss Top
mod Lasd coume 2 - E ¢ ade 0 s’
Pve god this date w“::'l-l:'.; ;ﬂ s ook? f"’ M[Mﬁ{hl cassernle she always made st well Right? Right

%? e call “F' oy

L] l'lI-l.ll;.c i |!IJ_1 bo

WeETT : : st cay "
8 myniad of optioas available 1o cavems of Hell. Any g Broceql; J§ 5 ]
: me : EECS 007" Ty
The ; . T '
case | would like 0 peesent © you missive: /it seened fip @ $00d tdegs hmu o
aai

, the
the cme, if prodably i 1 Hindsight, as Reader, is this: 7 ir sounds R :fhlr
X Vil gy
off inin Sion and we ¢ '
L llrn]m; l:lJI: brush with gur COMmpasy I:J::']ﬂ.: by,
falways scem (o think ' 5 m.u.f'g Ildh
ant idea g

et weani 1o ko, faster than my precious hlood will let me roll

St [LRIES I_: . i
Js iy real or gell me is i wrong o keep [Rese dreams strongest tn my mind?

The Gits, “Precious Bload

e

ol Mia Zapata's murder. She was raped and siran-
rown i, o dumpster on Capitol Hill m Scattle
the alley looked in the dumpster and found her

Today 15 the fenih anaversary
2] ﬂdwdﬂﬂhhrbﬁl\' poorty hidden w, o
oo July Tih, 1993. A hooker walking down Hhe
Hl pody, called the cops The murder went unsolved for lea years

Time? Well, 1t just roll: on through us

This is what 1 rement s froam oo issue of Deive-Thru Lobotamy #2 the
sine | did in high school will | sometime late 1993, the last page is a poory
i \mroxed photo of Mia Zapaia fron bock of the first Gits LP, Frenching The Buily Cut
RSt with scissors, a poor job, lad out on the Lar left of the page, along with a small obit-
gyfarticle printed in an issuc of Aaximmimx nroll that came oul around that time. Un
the right, in my handwniting, some cn passioned rant about not forgelling her, not forget-
fting her words. It sounds comy now | puess, but al the Lime was very, very real and very
ally Zapata's hyrics, spoke directly to me in away thal
wed over the murder of an absolule stranger for
in Seattle two years after her death, 1 almost
o't know who she was, bad

Man she'll loye
Hh'i- Lam ?‘.-'r|||.|.1..-'r
And Sexy, +0

TR e

shorter fll' F
5 l|ll: A
Jd‘!' probably longer than o necds

anal F"':'Illl:'“"' smiled through the hare of SHICETE MGIES, and more -|:-_'¢'|'-

little hias before or since. To say thot | ray
years wouldn't be an overstalement. Living

tarn everythung ofT because [ forg
hﬁwi‘;:ﬁ“ drive (o the siore. And [ think 1 ..w.-."ifrl"?; = -rﬁm o getinioa fistfight in my kitchen with some drunk guy who & funted E0d you
king lot and for the soup, Had [ been that girl, [ would I-..1.-. rI;u:iJurll -:::; 4 1 been, and shrugped off her murder. Back n the iz Ly o -
S b o i rould beve pod o hu[ 5 austomed io the sometimes sickemngly cruel mannes in which things work, | made him

got 'h ’T’Lﬂn;: dusgusting About three-quarters of the way : apologize and then kicked everyone out of the apartment, pissed and fuming e
N 0w *E:Ilr-f 8 meal il was for a first date. Foe any date. | 1 kicked around the idea for years of trymg to et I touch ﬁrﬂ::nma _
didn’t go well, .:: ';:‘nr“"? =7 members, calling them up and sceing 1f they had any unreleased matenal, :ﬂﬂ“‘.
mﬂﬁ: Another bad idea t in my iwnfinie wisdom we waiched mntang, that | could have the pnvilepe of relcasing. Knowing, when 1l comes nﬂ:‘%

: where Wilford Brimiey’s in @ gtring ﬂl'lll:.m The tuna stew, coupled I '!ﬂlﬂd ot best gel a commitment from the hand and then fake oul on OTy end, | pever

e8 and skitters around the room m‘w head distends from his shoubders, M.Bnl:m Rekkids beat me o it with the LF release of Kings And {Jueens, &

enough to make her very unhoppy, un-Ouaker Oais-¢ating spi- Wersion of their first demo. Which was for the best But | raged for years i
Time rolls on, right on through us And scrawled on that page, something

P h. know oul by the whole movie and was goung !
.-.L...,.._:_r.. hwm ﬁk.p-n'fﬂ' ol her but ai least scanng a ot r:txqtmg
et fie led miserably. She left and | don't think - Her murder was investigated for five rmwmg.nhrdmwﬂ’
¥ious privatc investigalors who were funded by ber family. ;

T -!.-‘-'ﬂwhﬂlmwlninh-mnnwdhrﬂl
hm ﬂ!ll'l'll'l.‘lumt}' and the release ol VAMIS tﬂﬂm




& takes it g
. How CoOMitliong diwig-
fisg of the Slling nf the
igh, the chinking of hoer
The dead are dead fioy.

o bl thank.

Erasp al J:J::ng_u o i

¥ THve days Lifc does
eantng living, & life bt keeping the dead
1= It was comy then and iy’ conny now, but | am fryiy

N = f= . e —

i on oy, 1o lether s
15 best and o do we
somewhere in the folds of owr
g my best o naot farget

A teighbors, 1o Hangover Land A frequent siop on the
mﬁ_ﬂﬂﬂuhhmmmmmummmy

"
o

is: you are just like me, | bel The good stull, we

ey :I:Llht:ﬁynum lhf: shame(ul stufl, that stull that “Fh:'i

on to that. l%'.u s gwake ol night-lels gei nid of that f’lull'. Lt 1_1.:1.
froats, S Ihftlfﬂl':l:ud the good in i There mus be gmd in these things
hm'm;;gm somewhere m these dipshil howlings ol bu.l;': 'ﬂb.::
g, there m'llﬂ_?:hm.! got 1o be a way (o move past ihis, mio some ing bet-
m.Pul'l.ﬂ-““:"

be a way 1o turm all of this spliniering and dumbass weanoess inio . &
has 1o be 8
There

d ¥ ¥ 1I1}' there. It's
You wik [ fist fexing oround your skull and yon
-ake up in bed, that L:\|1a: B ) :

h?:l-l ﬂ"' Ve SI!I.'EIII the Mirst twenty-fve years of youor life sharpening 'Lh!i: h. :Iﬂ.c“lﬂ

i ]ﬂl'" 2 : s 4 g 3 i 5, [CELL
A Ln:n l'ﬂr.li!lr-‘l-l[ll.‘ il are ;u;-\l_ now, over the r.l-i.‘lbi W 5:3:':_. . lﬂg" 1al
; ; al leasi 1o youUr own lifc. as doomed as |.1le iy secm islory SCEns 1ir

Hp are not,

1 I th.l_"- h 1|:“' ye ars oo dliiriiie fi SOiew bt dﬂblﬂ]:ﬂﬂﬂt Fhfnﬂd.. sav E. 1_ I}
li.ﬂll-t - B, -

, dunng
pused ‘our rooimate. Al that same party,
d joman's bike af o party, who 15 now your fire el
-:Tdn ;T;:;;rcc in the backyard, you nggressively a]:::m.l_unn%uﬂ;;nhwc ; .,f:}.
:;“hngh}? who is niow one of the writers of the other hall of this zine.

ing is really as all-
4 of changing, of generally being OF in your life, if nol greal And nothing is

destroyed g that one of the incred-
as you have a lendency o first belicve, 1L :1_pa.ﬁi'h-'|.c i
;j's‘lmcd .n'n.s':m}!'llm students from the party the other lllg!!:hlll“l:t' aies ﬂ::iﬂﬂmpf_m
Iy called a bunch of motherfucking Mormons, could conceivably becom
gmetime down the line . Festud. .

That's the point: things are nol as bad as they T&Eiﬂgiﬁﬂ ﬂms?mn:h
bamt are, at most, probably just a bit frayed. People mryucr s e e s
& you think they do or they have a larger capacity for forg: .

¥ & bit of bath

i o like your tecth are
3. You wake up thinking sboul dead birds and bow it feels

. and eating somic-
j 4ling out of your mouth. An hour later, after m'&iw fh:fpa:l ibed as “vaguely
; rmflll-‘ing a cup of coffee and a shower, a feeling could

i ' think about
descends upan you and you feel, physically, alinght And when you

1 : warld, the world that

f * things arc, really, OK. In your own, tiny liile i ﬁzﬁfmml#hﬂ
W 2 made up of his hand that moves from Mm-l:m basic needs you have are met and
1 Even move, things are maybe even good.
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nq};id'sm: is Alex, I Finally found out. 11%s a few manths Later

et downstairs had beeo blessdly quict. We had scen the woman downsti |-

. enouph times, I:.q:pn; mnto taxis with her suitcases packed. aaly to come hack HEN:‘:

had walked upstuirs hmmmn_ml and scen Rockabilly knocking on the doar trying to

[ et his key 1o Et i lhu-l!u:ir_ all i‘u!:, tlick and cool as shit with his motorcyels Im-:.u Eud
; mh&hnr Snu:rmg and spitting ot my foet as | passed him on the sidewalk, pomg
anc mare facking time into that apariment. We'd heard them split encugh nimes ]\:.L{Iinu:.:;
I'i_:d:!n;duwuuh closed enough times, so hard our walls shook, our windows rattled
But it has b'f:“ mmﬂnnw and we haven't seen Rockablly's ugly, carved fice around
here, haven't heard him screaming at the w ' o R

O []‘ll.'l:lu‘l:,h these Moors or puking ind
. i i the
tanlet at 5 am, 50 foud it would wake us up. Maya miuttering “Jesus™ inder her breath and

mic Iaughing, laughing, Haping_hc Tucking choked on it
Manths later, Rockabilly is gonc and 1"m gl There's & ton of hupy

Hek thal have

R he /s sometimes | just
! : AL, you focking dirtheads, does hackeysack
.';:H the rent? Al least they had to bring in helicopters ot the Mational Conventiog in
,.,m 681 What the fuck are you doing? Get the fisck out of my sight!” They are lod,
"wh“ Fhﬁ:‘:};:’:mmﬂim;ﬂ::dﬂ:w'm hippies. Bul ot the lcast, Rockabilly is
F e iirds are goots. Rockabilly was mean, (hese kids
actually be pretty good-hearted. So maybe things are looking up & bit afier all, who
!_Itlf_h'lll-l"."l;llﬂ me trying (o look on the brght side of things
~ Butthe Xid's name is Alex. | found that out a few dayx npo. Maya was going out
1 MNMMWMWWMNM a remole control car, driv-
ﬂ'mh‘- He just looked up ot me and said hi. The unabashedness of
I il lﬁlf‘lﬂ.ﬂl:yﬂyhjlnm:imbum‘fhwuﬁdudumﬂl:hu:wllylbqr
lﬂmﬂummmmmmdmlm and some kids can be
Bul like I've mentionsd eaniler or elsewhere, I'm o firm belieyer that
i of the rough hands of fihers ar mothers, hands that resch out scem-
With a slap or punch or euff, kids that live in fear af volees rais-
if they fail to be in that ever-elusive safety-zone of a calm, quict
it the roads of their lives. And they will eventually turn one
elves will prow up with that anger, that lightning-gquick

- -ll'lll-d_—-____ = -

]

iy 1o DR
Iy ﬁi‘ﬂf il M:l‘i::r' will stumble their way down the the road of compassion, of cmpa-

_____

pt for the people around them, the ones eomeshed in their
"":':' . but contompl and bitlerness for the world that has seeming-

e the. O
Iy hat anger inside mysell all the time, trying to tread down that ather path
o p6gh Which is usually potrly. But the kid, he scemed (o already be walking down
e | can himself. You can tell a lof about kids just by hanging out with them for five
| uﬂlm (el if they re assholes, if they e extrovenied, how independent they are
ol

Huﬂﬁ"im:.*' mﬁ::}fﬂu} then nsked me if | wanicd to drive his car. | passed oo i but
He I‘“memg P.ppu:nﬂ_-,-, this meant that a performance of the RC car’s abil-
ﬂlﬂ"dm:"dd He started driving it under cars in the parking lot and laughing his nss
ﬂlw L out the other side, dnving 11 off curbs, down the sturs. Out of the bloe
whea It Gﬂﬂ“m that greal blue-and-rusi Detroit scdan that is ciemally parked next 1o
s 3t LBET ne ‘IJI-I!J the sunflower rested on last summer. “Tonight,” he smd, “we're
A ,M car We maost of the time can’l afford the gas 1"ve only dniven in it three or
i 1t or maybe twice.” Agam, I thought of the openness of kids, their vulnerabality,
mmﬂmw How 1o & few vears he'll begm 1o nobee things like rich and poar and
and has miam will probably still be down on these lower nungs, down here where
h‘l:rm world lives and very fow wanl to, and how within ihose fow years he'll prob-
n:hlmn:ul:l'“-: {00 ashamed to say something like that But nght now, it 15 evening nght oa

edge of summer, 11 15 8 fine bright eveming and he's just a kid he's showmg ol bis oy
lh:l]l? neighbors Maya comes downsiars, ready to go oul somewhere and stops for a
2”“ whils he shows her all the cool things the car can do. We oah and aaak appropn-
gely. He runs up to the second Noor apartment fover ond places the car ol the top 'siep

Then be runs down next 1o Maya and | and says, in ol the camesiness (hal & six year-old
ean mustcr, 1 hape 10 God 1l docsn’l wreck ™ 1t does, rolling and tumbling down the
sairs, misch 10 his delight, finally coming Lo rest right side up at the bottom of the land-

AT i




 see the ghost of my father, the ghost af mysclf twenty years past. And haw | understand

that | am 25 good a man as | can be, riddled with faults but full of passion, full of empa-

thy, trying my best Lo continually move away from the cold life, o never reach out to
- weaker people with hard words or hard hands

. Alex's mother lcans against the wall and smokes while Maya and [ watch him

! is thrilled when Maya asks if she can iry it He holds

the sppropriate buttons. “This one's turn, this one's

ihow 8 go.” Maya drives it around and almost immcdiately gets it lodged

Bjins &ﬂhﬂﬂlﬂt"ﬁmﬂtﬂﬂﬂj’ hard to do,” she says. He nods and looks up

ber and says, “Yes, itis™
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ped out over the years.

T B
. peDPh have hel

< of the roads we’ve found ourselves

are the folks that’ve helped the zine
e beautiful mess that it is today.
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BNOW & Justin Jobst did the illustration on the cover
W w2 Nathan Heaty hﬂlpﬁ‘l me do the COVEr,
Kathleen Hanna's name Neither one of us spotted 1'““'"“ of
don't even think | saw it untl I'd prinied a bunch af copi L6 had 1
3, P ;
that? Nathan also did the layout of the interview o0 oing, whar'
MW #3: Justin Jobst and | did the cover together
MPOW 4&: Joe Jackson did the illustration of the two EUys
MW #3: Cover photo originally taken by Scott Bice.
MW #8: Robert L. Penick wrote “Mia Zapata © Jon Davidson
ing of the guy in the Bluck Flag shirt
“ﬂ: Robert L. Penick wiote “Eraticism = Nathan H'tﬂlj' wrote “Smal
ey all &
Passing. ™ Michael Kriesel comes in with two untitled poermns from his chaph
- ok
Long Dark. :
OW W B: Alex Arnsdorf, Jenna Delorey, Robert
all contributed columns. Nathan Beaty let
Delach wrote the “To You™ piece
MOW #8: Alex Arnsdorf helped me come up with ideas for the
Punk Villians™ section
ROW 18 Mike Delach designed and printed the cover, The sections of draw
ings that run alongside the stories are taken from the drawings of Nathan Beaty,
hﬂ Bice ﬂﬂmpﬂd on coffee and h(‘|p|;|.E me come up with the “Pat & Fil.'lm"'
stuff.
OW #13: *V [s For Visions™ photo taken by Nina.

&wme th

IiH:IudinH the mi
1-h¢ e &t the

did the draw.

L. Penick and Thea Witsell

me use & couple drawings. Mike or belief in the written word

{ M -
Troy Malish (for having the g ; po
1 fake this project on) Mava, Nathan Beaty, Scott, Alex Anud:: .‘:l
s y - =k > i l
1 . i ke Delach, Rory Ably, Murf, Sal, Eli, Justin Jobst
¥ kremy Gilpin, Mike , _

fleartattack, Joe Verrilli, Submission Hold, Jtnuttl::. Kevin f“h:::l.
Justin Jobst, Avis & Al, Tyson, Dave, Lloyd & Karm, i.-f.rl‘!:mlm s
Theo Witsell, Mary Chamberlin, Clare Xuereb, Bob Penick, P
Margot, 1an Griffin, Robert Bell. all the contributors over

uts or foresight

‘Punk Heroes,

Mike #ﬁ"mmtmmm Experiment!™ by Scott Bice and Nathan Beaty. hort!. Joe Biel, Joe Jackson, Dave Roche,
O “A Million Miles Away” and did his own layout Vinceni Vincent Romano, Jonathan Aborts, ; i = e
Homano wrote “Cournge & Heroism In The Blood Culi™ Alex Dunk & Pis James & Sarah, Nick Clements and his fail perim Carm

wrote and illustrated “Having A Crazy Brother ™ Steve Gevuriz wrote “Sleep
Awny." Jeremy Gilpisr wrote “Just Don’t End Up Like A Dog That's Been Beat
Too Much ™ Mike Delach wrote “200,000 Liras™ and did his own layout
Nathan Beaty wrote and illustrated “Eternal Servant Wanted ™
MNOW 18 Photos of Scott and Nathan on back page taken by Scott and Nathan,
| BWWER: Vst computer help by Scott Bice. Cover photo taken by Nina. "
hm stick figures, fucked-up margins, bad words, repititve
™ And transparent attempts at humor by me, Keith

once she realized t

% This one’s for my mom, who,
vor one hundred

| Sstanists, has been behind this endes
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